
TOPIC ONE 

THE RISE OF CAPITALISM IN EUROPE 
What is capitalism? 

 A basic explanation would say that it is an economic system where those things that make 
money, like land, factories, communications, and transportation systems, are owned by private 
businesses and corporations which trade in a ‘free market’ of competition. This system uses the 
investment of money, or ‘capital’, to produce profits. It leads to a small upper class of people 
having the most wealth and the growth of large corporations. This leads to economic inequality 
between rich and poor, which governments try to reduce by various social schemes, regulations 
and activities. It is different to the system in the Middle Ages, usually called feudalism, where 
control of land and the workers who were bonded to that land was the key to making wealth. 

In other words, capitalism is the system that allows rich people to invest their money in projects 
and make (or lose!) even more money. It allows anybody who is rich enough to do this. The 
historian Eric Williams argued that a huge amount of money was made by Europeans from their 
network of colonies, and their plantations of sugar, cotton and tobacco. This wealth – sometimes 
called ‘capital’ – had to be invested somewhere. It was used to pay for the industrialisation of 
Europe.  

 
  

TRANSITION FROM FEUDALISSM TO AGRARIAN REVOLUTION. 

Feudalism is a term delivered from the latin word “feudum” meaning fief or an estate of land 
held on behalf of a lord and in return the holder of the land offered military service and other 
services to the lord. 

Thus, a feudal society is the one in which the basic social and political structure are determined 
by a practice of fief holding. In other words, feudalism is based on holding of land for renting. 

A feudal mode of production, therefore, was based on lord’s ownership of the land as well as 
incomplete or partial ownership of the peasants and serfs living on the land. The dependent serfs 
farmed and ran small economies on the land belonging to the feudal lords. Moreover, the 
relationship between the land lord and his tenants (serfs) was not only an economic one but also 
social one. The tenant was a vassal of the lord, that is her or she was bound to the lord by special 
oath of loyalty. 

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



The basic features of feudalism                                  

        i. There was bounded relationship between the lords and tenants. The lord normally 
exercised right of jurisdiction in the land which he held as a fief. The landlord was a governor of 
the fief. 

      ii. There was antagonistic classes of lords and the serfs. The function was mainly due to 
exploitative tendencies of the lords. The lords exploited the serfs. 

    iii. Under feudalism the two dominant classes were feudal lords and tenants. Tenants were 
attached to the soils for the production of substance as well as surplus. The surplus was 
consumed mainly by the landlords. 

    iv.  Production was for subsistence i.e. serfs producers mainly for food and less for exchange. 

    v.Feudalism in Europe went hand with the building of armies. The armies and other willing 
class –kings and nobles supported themselves from the produce of their estates. Serfs were the 
producer in the lords or willing class estates. 

    vi. In feudalism the feudal activities were basically agrarian (for food production) although 
few industries existed, many people were attached to the soil, that is cultivating the soil to earn a 
living. 

AGRARIAN REVOLUTION IN BRITIAN. 

Agrarian revolution refers to the rapid changes which occurred in agriculture sector. The changes 
were accompanied by the application of science and technology.  In Britain, agriculture 
revolution happened between the 16th Century and 18th Century. 

Before the agrarian revolution in Britain, agricultural production was very low. The low 
productions of agricultural produce were party caused by the land tenure. Land was divided, 
owned and worked by serfs or peasants. Most of the land was also left fallow ie the large part of 
the land was not under farming. In addition to low production in agricultural the majority of 
population in pre-agranal revolution. Britian engaged themselves in agriculture. It is estimated 
that eight percent of Britian’s population were working on the land. Generally, there was low 
production in agricultural sector before the agrarian revolution. However, there was an increment 
in agricultural production because changes which constituted agrarian revolution. 

This is the drastic change in agricultural production through better technique, methods and land 
tenure. It started in 1450 -1750 but reached maturity in 1801. Agrarian revolution started in 
Netherland-Holland and later English. 

Causes of Agrarian revolution 

The changes in agricultural production were caused mainly by two factors: 
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        i. The first cause was the rapid increase of population. The large population necessitated the 
changes in the methods on producing crops and animals so as to cope with the high demand of 
force from the populate. 

The population of Europe as a world and Britian in particular was steadily increasing between 
15th and 18th centuries, For example the population of Europe rose from sixty –nine million 
people to 188million people between 15th and 18th centuries. This increase of population mainly 
happened in the cities and towns. 

      ii. The second factor was high demand of wool. The high demand of wool led to sheep 
commercial farming. The commercial sheep farming in the 16th century due to the demand of 
wool clothes. 

Changes that took place during Agrarian revolution 

The agrarian revolution in Britian entailed the following changes 

      Crop rotation. Unlike the pre-agranian revolution times, farmers of 16th and 18th centuries 
Britian started to practice crop rotation. They rotated cereal crops with legumes and fodder crops. 
Legumes crop-peas, beans and clovers-restored nitrogen in the soil. Nitrogen makes soil fertile. 
One example of farmer who in 1730 grew fodder crops in rotation with other crops was lord 
Town shed. 
      The second change was the introduction of new crops in Britian crops such as maize, sweat 
potatoes and fodder crops were introduced in England from the Americans. The introduction 
fodder crops led to the constant supply of meat throughout the year because the presence of 
fodder crops made it possible to make bay for use during writer.  This was sharp departure from 
the pre-agrarian revolution error when all the cattle and other animals were slaughetered during 
writer for lack of feed. 
      The use of improved farm instrument. Examples of instruments which were used included 
iron plough and Jethro Tull’s seed drill. 
      Extensive use of time to neutralize soil acidity. In addition to liming, farmers applied 
fertilizers in their farms. 
      Land reclamation. In order to get more arable land big farmers embarked on draining swam 
ply land, for example: King Charles I of England financed a Dutch expert- Cornelius 
Vermigden- to drain Yorkshire and Cambridge shire. Irrigation also practiced during the 
agricultural revolution. 
      Another aspect of the agrarian revolution was the improvement in animal breeding. Better 
horses, cattle and sheep were raised. It was during the agrarian revolution that farmers kept 
animals for multipurpose. For example, a farmer in Leicester called Bake well produced a large 
quantities of beef and mutton to feed millions of people. 
      The agrarian revolution involved the evection of serfs and peasants from the land for pasture 
i.e. Enclosure of the land. 

HOW AGRARIAN REVOLUTION LED TO THE CAPITALISM IN EUROPE 

The agrarian revolution had a number of contributions to the rise capitalism in Europe. 

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



 Increase of supply of food to the growing population in cities including workers in the factories. 
The agrarian revolution especially the enclosing of land released to the growing workers in the 
The agrarian revolution especially the enclosing of land released or supplied cheap labours to 
industries. Many serfs and peasants who were evicted from the land for commercial sheep 
farming (enclosure) were employed in factories in towns and cities. 
The agricultural changes also provided market to the industrial manufactured items. In other 
words, agricultural entrepreneur bought industrial goods needed in agricultural sector. 
The change in agriculture supplied raw material needed in industries. One important raw material 
the agrarian revolution provided to textile industries was wool. Farmers kept sheep commercially 
for selling wool-wool come from sheep-to industries. In industries the farmers accumulated 
capital which they invested in industries and trade. 
 The agricultural revolution also marked the end of small scale or peasant production. The 
peasant production was replaced by the capitalist farmers. 

ENCLOSURE SYSTEM 

This means consolidation of scattered enable land and common land into a simple compact area 
of land that is fenced. 

DIFFERENT PROCESS OF ENCLOUSURE SYSTEM 

              I. Enclosure of common land. This was the enclosure of waste land, the process of 
enclosure of waste land and common land was carried out in 16th and 17th centuries. Sometimes 
it was an agreement between villages. 

             II. Enclosure of landlords between 1475 – 1570. This was the period when there was an 
increase of wool demand due to the expansion of wool. 

             III. Enclosure of land into strips. This was done by purchasing land from the farmers or 
owners. 

Impacts of the introduction of the Enclosure System in Britain. 

                i. Freeing of labours from land. Labours were free to sell their labour under their own 
discretions. 

                ii.Migration of people. 

                iii.  Peasants were deprived of the right to own land(common land) 

                iv.  Labours were turned to commodities. 

                v.  Rise of unemployment due to emergence of landless people 

                vi. Made capitalist to own both rural and urban economy (industries and agriculture) 
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              vii.Led to the rise of ploretariants. 

 
RISE OF MERCHANTILISM 

MERCHANTILISM 

It refers to large scale trade or commercial trade conducted through overseas. 

  Mercantilism: Is the first stage of capitalism that appeared during 15thC where by trade and 
commerce was conducted by European countries with the continent of Africa, Asia and America 
through overseas trade and also silver (precious metal) were used as the coin. Is the period 
during which feudalism collapsed (demised) as the result of long distance trade conducted 
between Western Europe countries and other continents in the 15thC. 
 
OR 

 Is the first stage of capitalism where by its economic system was based on trade and commerce 
conducted through over seas trade during 15thC-18thC and during this trade a country attracted 
itself to the use of precious metals (gold and silver) in European transaction. 

THE MAIN FEATURES/CHARACTERISTICS OF MERCHANTILISM 

1.      National Unification 

Is the unifying of small states to form one strong state for expansion of internal market, 
removal of trade barriers and the use of raw materials and other sources available in the 
same nation. Therefore during the period of merchantilism many European countries 
were undergoing national unification so as to become one strong state and be in position 
to compete with other nations. E.g. England,Wales and Scotland joined to form United 
Kingdom (Great Britain).  

2.      Bullionism  

During this period there was adaptation and application of gold and silver as the medium 
of exchange because gold and silver were used as coins in European transaction; hence 
European merchants struggled more and more to get gold and silver from different parts 
of the world like Zimbabwe, Ghana.etc. 

3.      Protectionism 
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During merchantilism European countries protected trade where by each country 
protected her internal market and natural resources available in a country. This was done 
in order to protect the interest of trade by not allowing other European countries to 
compete with them. E.g. United Kingdom protected internal market by acting navigation 
acts and impose trade barriers such as custom duties and tariff. 

4.      National rivalry and militarism.  

During the period, merchantilism in many European countries intensified their enemity 
among themselves which brought constant military confrontation. E.g. Britain fought 
many wars with French, Spain with Portugal for economic interests. Example Britain 
decided to undergo navy forces during the rule of Tudor monarchy in order to piracy the 
wealth of  other European merchants for development of capitalism in Britain. 

5.      Colonialism 

During this period many European countries began to look for other economic interests in 
other countries in different parts of the world. The Aim was to colonize countries for 
economic interests such as raw materials, labour, market and areas for investments. 
Example The Dutch at the cape of South Africa 1652 where they wanted to control and 
unite South Africa, Spanish and Portugal wanted to control Australia and Canada. 

6.      Banking sector/financial institutions 

These financial institutions provided loans and credit to the European merchants in order 
to continue conducting overseas trade and development of science and technology 
especially marine technology, ship building, compass direction, compass bearing, etc. 
These institutions were Barclays bank and house of Lloyd s. 

FACTORS/FORCES/CAUSES OF THE RISE OF MERCHANTALISM 

There were various factors that led to the rise of merchantalism they are as follows; 

1.      Internal trade (inter trade and craft). The Development of guilds and craftsmen 
during the period of collapse of European feudalism led to the rise of merchantalism 
because commodities produced by craftsmen  and people who were involved in guilds 
which accelerated the internal trade example ornaments, plates, mirrors, were later on 
exported to other parts of the world particularly in Africa, hence the rise of mercantilism. 

2.      Periodic exhibition among  European nations. This promoted the existence of 
overseas trade among European countries, Africa, Asia and America because the new 
commodities which were exhibited and new technology acted as the acceleration of 
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merchantilism because merchants and other people of different parts of the world were 
interested to use the commodities that were exhibited. 

3.      The development of marine technology with compass direction and compass 
bearing. 

   During the 15th century, Europe witnessed rapid changes in scientific curiosity and inquiry. 
That was a century in which the scientific revolution  took firm roots. Meanwhile marine 
technology among the European nations enabled the merchants to sail even deep sea. The nations 
and merchants    also constructed large ships which could carry bulky materials such as cotton, 
tobacco and minerals. Merchants benefited greatly from the marine  technology as they could 
sail to various parts of the world. 

4.      Development of financial institutions and insurance company. These provided 
loans; credit and services to European merchants in order to continue involving in trading 
activities; so the role played by these institutions accumulated more wealth which they 
used on investment of economic sector hence the rise of merchantalism. 

5.      The Rise of strong states and political revolution; this provided security among 
merchants. Example; British after the revolution which removed King Charles I & II 
from power gave rise of Tudor monarchy. Example The rise of King Henry the navigator 
facilitated the rise of merchantalism like loans and credit and in France after king Louis 
was removed from power, French managed to get involved in merchant trade. 

6.      The role played by enclosure system; This was brought by agrarian revolution, it 
played a great and  important role towards the development of merchantalism because the 
large scale plantations were established and increase an output of agricultural industrial 
raw materials like wool, wheat flour, and these agricultural raw materials increased 
manufactured goods in industries which were needed by European merchants for their 
own use. 

7.      Geographical discovery of the new world by Christopher Columbus on 24.10, 
1492; led to establishment of plantation and mines in America, Canada, Peru, Colombia, 
etc.So the establishment of these needed slave labour from Africa after the failure of the 
red Indians and expressiveness of European criminals and prisoners, hence this led to the 
establishment of merchantalism because Europeans were in need of raw materials. 

8.      Profitability of unequal exchange; during this period European got more wealth by 
using illegal ways like piracy, kidnapping etc. but also they used to sell in Africa 
commodities of low value and things which were unsellable in Europe, things such as 
mirror, while they obtained things of high value from African continent like Ivory. So 
this led to the rise and development of merchantalism. 
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9.      Crusade war; this was a religious war between European (Christians) vs. Arabs 
(Muslims) in the Middle East near Turkey to control trade and capture the whole city. 
This made the way to become insecure for European traders but also Arabs controlled the 
trade routes whereby they increased  tariffs to European traders. This forced Europeans to 
the alternative way to reach India (Asia) and Africa for conducting trade. Hence 
development and the rise of merchantilism. 

IMPACTS OF MERCHANTALISM IN EUROPE AND AFRICA 

         Western Europe and Africa had a relationship which ensured the transfer of wealth 
from Africa to Europe. According to W.Rodney on his book “How Europe under-
developed Africa” 1972 argued that; over that period Africa helped to develop Western 
Europe and at the same time Europe under-developed Africa. Trade helped Europe to get 
numerous developments also the North America benefited from this merchantalism while 
Africa did not benefit. 

IMPACTS OF MERCHANTALISM IN EUROPE  

1.   Gold and silver accumulated during this period played a very important role in expanding 
capitalist capital in the economy of Western Europe because it was gold and silver that 
determined the value of capitalist to develop in terms of money. 

2.   These trades speed up the European technological development. Example the Trade 
helped the Europeans in the development of ship building from the 15thC-19thC where by 
sea going vessels of different sizes were designed for slave trade and carrying raw 
materials from America to Europe and later carry commodities to other parts of the world 
where markets were available. 

3.    Merchantalism led to the rise of Sea ports town like Liverpool, Bristol, etc. in these sea 
ports towns there was a development of manufacturing centers like Ian Cashing which 
depended on the growth of the port of river. 

4.  Speed up the development of industrial sector; industries such as textile industries, flour 
milling, ship industry etc. With development of industries in Europe, it helped European 
countries to develop as far as capitalism was concerned. 

5.    The Capital derived from merchantalism helped to a great deal to strengthen transitional 
links within Western European economy. Example sugar from Caribbean islands was 
exported from England to France and other parts of the European continent. 

6.   Merchantalism continued to be source for capital accumulation by European merchants 
whereby the capital was to be invested in investments such as banks, industries, transport 
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and communication for European development hence capital accumulation was possible 
due to much exploitation of African resources during merchantalism. 

                                    IMPACTS OF MERCHANTALISM IN AFRICA 
 Africa at large extent was in a negative during this oversea trade because the trade made 
Africa to be underdeveloped and stagnant all the time, hence the following are the 
impacts:- 

1.      Merchantalism led to the rise and fall of some African states. These states grew 
strong during Trans- Saharan trade like Songhai, Mali, Ghana, Benin but they 
collapsed because its wealth was destroyed after the establishment of  triangular 
slave trade, but some other states grew strongly after the establishment of 
merchantalism because its wealth depended on this trade. Example; Dahomey 
state. 

2.   Merchantalism led to the rise of state of fear and insecurity among Africans 
especially in West Africa This was because during merchantalism African leaders 
were helping the European merchants to capture their fellow Africans and sell to 
the Europeans, these people were taken as slaves and shipped to the mines and 
plantations in America.  Also the introduction of guns brought political instability 
among Africans who were fighting among themselves for European interests.  

3.  Merchantilism led the destruction of African trade which was established among 
Africans for their own interests by merchantilism. Example, Long Distance Trade 
conducted from one region to another region, Trans-Saharan trade which was 
conducted between West Africa and North Africa. This was due to European 
merchants who changed the outlook of the trade from not benefiting Africans to 
benefiting Europeans. 

4.   Merchantalism led to introduction of unequal exchange which was unequal trade 
whereby during the trade between Africa and European merchants; Europeans 
benefited due to the value of commodities and raw materials taken from Africa 
like rhinoceros horns, tortoise shell, coconut oil, ivory, slaves while in exchange 
Europeans brought to Africa things which were used and could not be sold in 
Europe. Things such as daggers, empty bottles, ornament, cigarettes, Portuguese 
wine.etc. 

5.   Merchantalism led to stagnation of African science and technology especially 
African local industries and productive forces but also the action of taking 
Africans as slaves killed science and technology. 
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6.   Merchantalism led to the decline of African agricultural production because in 
most cases Africans were in state of fear and insecurity and political instability, 
hence they could not settle together to involve in agricultural production, in 
Africa led to famine and hunger. 

7.   Merchantalism led to introduction of slave trade which led to depopulation of 
African continent because many African young men and energetic were taken as a 
slaves to offer their labour power in mines and plantations in America. 

8.  Merchantalism led to the destruction of African culture because during this period 
Europeans introduced their culture like eating style, dancing style, marriage etc. 
which all of them meant to kill African culture because Africans ignored their 
own culture and started to follow European culture.   

              CONTRIBUTION OF MERCHANTALISM TO THE RISE OF CAPITALISM 
IN EUROPE 

1.  Merchantalism led to the accumulation of capital among Europeans. This led to 
investment and re-investment in economic sectors like banks, industry, transport and 
communication hence the capital obtained in merchantalism Led to the rise of industrial 
capitalism. 

2.  Merchantalism led to the development of financial institutions and insurance companies. 
These institutions facilitated the development of capitalism especially industrial 
capitalism because they provided loans, credit and services to the Europeans merchants to 
continue involved in overseas trade, hence development of capitalism. 

3.    Merchantalism led to the development of towns, cities, and sea port towns notably 
Manchester, Leads, Liverpool, Lisbon, Paris, etc. because in these towns there was 
development of trade and manufacturing center which developed to industrial cities 
which attracted many of European population to live in those towns and a lot of town 
requirement were available in those towns. Example water, electricity, good houses.etc. 

4.   Merchantalism led to advancement and development of science and technology. Example 
the sea going science and technology like ship building, compass bearing, compass 
direction, etc. This was because during merchantalism, ships of different size were 
designed specifically for carrying slaves from Africa to America and used for carrying 
raw materials from America to Europe and later commodities were taken  from Europe to 
other parts of the world especially  Africa where market was available. 
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5.  Merchantalism led to availability of cheap labour in European plantation, mine, and 
industries. African slaves were taken in a large quantity during this period  to America to 
offer their labor power in plantations established in Canada, USA, etc. but others offered 
their labor power in European mines established in Peru, Colombia all these led to the 
development and growth of industries in Europe. 

6.  Merchantalism led to availability of raw materials which were needed to develop 
European countries because these raw materials which were produced in the new world 
like cotton, sugar cane, tobacco, sisal etc. was transported to Europe to be manufactured 
as commodities and later these commodities were sold in other parts of the world 
especially in Africa for European development. 

7.   Merchantalism led to availability of markets both internal and external market for 
absorbing European industrial goods. During merchantalism European goods were sold 
in Europe and Africa where markets were available for economic interests of European 
merchants. Example: European goods which were not purchased in Europe got markets 
in Africa and Latin America for development of capitalism in Europe.  

8.   Merchantalism led to Agrarian revolution during the 16thC where by European merchants 
started to invest in agricultural sector by using wealth obtained during this oversea trade, 
especially unequal exchange. The European traders got a lot of wealth by using unequal 
exchange and started to invest in agricultural sector for more production of raw materials 
like wheat for making breads and wool for making woolen clothes. 

9.   Merchantalism led to the emergence of strong military states in order to defend and 
protect the wealth of nations, merchants and their boundaries e.g. UK during the Tudor 
monarchy especially the rule of King Henry VIII led Britain to undergo navy forces in 
order to increase the wealth of Britain after piracy and killing other European merchants 
who passed near Britain boundary. 

10. Merchantalism led to the rise of European nationalism; where by small European nations 
united together to increase and expand the market for their  nations, removed trade 
barriers among the nations joint, protected merchants and used the resources available 
among the small nations unified. E.g. UK (Wales, England, Scotland) to form United 
Kingdom. 

CONDITIONS WHICH FORCED MERCHANTS TO CAPTURE SLAVES 
FROM  AFRICA TO AMERICA AND CARRIBEANS 

1.      Merchantalism  
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 This was an economic system which involved in conducting trade overseas searching for 
gold and silver. Merchantalism led to the rise of Trans-Atlantic slave trade which was a 
trading activity which involved Africa, America and Europe. During this trade millions of 
Africans were shipped to America to provide cheap labour in mines and plantations.  

2.      Booming capitalist agriculture. 

 During merchantalism European capitalist established different plantations of coffee, tea, 
sugar cane, cotton and tobacco which called for massive supply of cheap labours, thus the 
supply of white labour was getting difficult compared to the expanding needs of the 
plantations, therefore this called for importation of slaves from Africa. 

3.      Industrial revolution in Europe. 

Due to the industrial revolution, there was need to expand home markets thus the 
merchants and the ruling class in Europe were afraid of under population, this prompted 
the campaign against the use of white labourers. The crisis called for massive importation 
of slaves from Africa to provide cheap labour in mines and plantations. 

4.      Africans slaves were cheap. 

  It’s on record that money paid on white labour for ten years could procure on African 
slaves for life. In addition a white worker was expected to acquire land at the end of the 
contract while on African slaves was prevented by law from owning land. These 
conditions necessitated the use of African origin in the new world. 

5.    Discovery of maritime technology. 

This acted as a pushing factor for Africans to be taken as slaves. Maritime technology 
eased transportation and guided the merchants to locate Africa. Thus be in position to 
transport people of African origin to the new world. 

6.    Inability of the indigenous people. 

 Initially the Europeans were using Native Americans, Red Indians to provide cheap 
labour power on the plantations and mining centers but later the red Indians died in huge 
numbers due to plague. This called for importation of African slaves which contributed to 
the existence of people of African origin in the new world. 

7.    Discovery of the new world. 
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 The Discovery of the new world by Christopher Columbus in 1492 contributed to the 
existence of people of African origin in the new world. The discovery led to the 
establishment of plantations and mining centers that demanded for cheap labours which 
called for importation of African slaves.  

THE ABOLITION OF THE TRANS ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE  

The Trans Atlantic slave trade refers to that type of trade that involve three continents America, 
Africa and Europe.  

In this trading system, Africa was the source of cheap labour in the form of slaves, America was 
the source of raw materials and Europe was the source of manufactured goods.  

The main participants were Britain, France, Holland and Portugal. The British were the ones who 
benefited so much from this trade since the 17th C, took the lead in the abolition of slave trade in 
the first half of the 19th C. the British took various steps to abolish slave trade consequently in 
1807, Britain passed a bill making slave trade illegal in all her colonies and in 1833; a law was 
passed that called for the emancipation of all slaves in the British empire.  

There are various forces that compelled the British to abolish the Trans Atlantic slave trade. 
These factors included the following;  

A        Economic reasons  

These were the main factors that forced the British to abolish the Trans Atlantic slave 
trade, they included; 

1)     Capitalist production  

Capitalist production involves two classes of societies, which are the capitalists 
who control the major means of production and the workers who are employed by 
the capitalists. For the workers to be effectively employed, they must be free and 
not slaves.  

2)     Need for markets  

Due to the industrial revolution, there was increased production of industrial 
products in Europe that lacked enough demand; this forced the British to abolish 
slave trade so that markets can be created in Africa for their manufactured goods.  

3)     Need for raw materials  
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Due to the industrial revolution, there was increased demand for raw materials in 
Britain. The existing raw materials were limited to supply due to the 
mushrooming of industries. This situation necessitated the abolition of the Trans 
Atlantic slave trade so that Africans can produce the needed raw materials. 

4)     The use of machines  

The industrial revolution was characterized by the use of machines in the 
production process, these machines replaced human labour. The owners of the 
machines campaigned for the abolition of the Trans Atlantic slave trade because 
slave labour had become redundant.  

5)     French and British competition over sugar production.  

For so long period, the British had a monopoly on sugar in the European market. 
The sugar was produced by slave labour in the British West Indies. The British 
was selling their sugar at very high prices thus making huge profits. However by 
the end of the 18th C, the French West Indies and re union islands were producing 
sugar in large quantities and selling at a cheaper price thus making more profits 
than the British. This situation made slave labour in British West Indies useless 
thus forcing the British to abolish the Trans Atlantic slave trade. 
 
SOCIAL REASONS THAT LED TO THE ABOLITION OF TRANS-
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE.  

B        Religious reasons  

The religious bodies contributed to the abolition of the Trans Atlantic slave trade in 
Africa. They argued that slave trade was against the will of God because he had created 
all people equal but slave trade was treating Africans as an inferior class. The Christians 
denounced slave trade in the name of God and argued that it must be abolished.  

C        French revolution of 1789 

The French revolution of 1789 had a role to play in the abolition of the Trans Atlantic 
slave trade. The slogan of the revolution was fraternity, liberty and equality. Philosophers 
such as Rousseau campaigned for the abolition of slave trade. These philosophers 
claimed that slave trade was against the ideals of the French revolution thus it had to be 
stopped.  

D        Humanitarian movements  
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The humanitarians such as Granville sharp and Thomas Clarkson played a certain role in 
the abolition of the Trans Atlantic slave trade. These people argued that slave trade had 
caused a lot of suffering to the people thus it had to be abolished. These efforts were 
followed by British declarations of 1807 and 1833 which abolished slave trade and 
slavery.  

            Effects of the abolition of the Trans Atlantic slave trade  

a        Foundation of sierra Leone and Liberia.  

These areas were established by the Europeans powers as settlements for the freed slaves. 
They received freed slaves from America. It should be noted that the Trans Atlantic slave 
trade uprooted millions of Africans who were supposed to offer labour in America.  

b        Introduction of legitimate trade.  

There was introduction of legitimate trade that involved the buying and selling of natural 
resources, Example palm oil and cocoa. The colonial powers introduced legitimate trade 
so that it can facilitate the acquisition of raw materials and markets which were crucial in 
Europe after the industrial revolution.  

c        Exploitation of hinterland.  

Before the abolition of the Trans Atlantic slave trade, the colonial powers operated along 
the coast of West Africa searching for slaves, but after the abolition of slave trade they 
penetrated the interior searching for raw materials and market where they can sell their 
manufactured goods. 

d        Increased spread of Christianity.  

The European powers increased the spread of Christianity after the abolition of slave 
trade. Christianity was a way of compensating for the ills committed by slave trade. This 
religion was also spread to counter the spread of Islam in West Africa.  

e        Increased provision of social services.  

The colonial powers increased the provision of social services especially education. The 
main aim of colonial education was to train Africans to become better producers of raw 
materials that were needed in Europe. Colonial education was also supposed to change 
the mentality of Africans to prefer European goods thus created a ready market for them.  

f         Improvement of the agricultural sector.  
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The colonial powers improved the agricultural sector by introducing better methods of 
farming to increase the production of raw materials. It should be noted that the 
colonialists discouraged the production of food crops in Africa.  

g        Linguistic studies.  

The colonial powers studied native languages so that they can be able to translate the 
Bible into local languages. This move was to convert many Africans to Christianity. The 
languages that were studied by the imperialist were Hausa and Fulani. 
 
TRANSITION FROM COTTAGE SYSTEM TO FACTORY SYSTEM 

CAPITALISM  
Refers to the class mode of production consisting of the capitalists who own the major 
means of production and the workers or proletarians that are deprived of the means of 
production in order to get profit. Feudalism did not collapse at once; the decline was a 
gradual process which was caused by various factors. 

Factors that contributed rise of factory system (industrial capitalism) 

1.      Growth of population. 

 There was a rapid increase in population especially in Britain at the end of the 15thC; this 
increase was caused by better medical facilities and early marriages. In 1485 AD, Britain 
had three million people. This increase in production contributed to the rise of capitalism 
by providing a ready market for manufactured goods and cheap labor in industries. 

 Also increased population facilitated cheap labor in industries, leaving rural areas hence 
decline of feudalism and rise of capitalism. 

2.      Growth of towns.  

The Growth of towns for example Manchester and Liverpool contributed to the rise of 
industrial capitalism. These towns attracted many people who undertook trade and 
commerce which contributed to the demise of feudalism. 

3.      Agrarian revolution.  

The improvement of agriculture contributed significantly to the collapse of feudalism. 
The changes in agriculture for example crop rotation and the use of machines led to 
increase in production. The Increase in production led to acquisition of wealth which was 
used to finance the industrial revolution hence rise of capitalism.  
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4.      Political revolutions. 

 Political revolutions e.g. the English revolution of 1640 and the French revolution of 
1789 contributed to the rise of capitalism. These revolutions destroyed feudalism and put 
the major means of production in the hands of capitalists hence leading to the rise of 
capitalism. 

5.      Commercial revolution. 

Refers to fundamental changes which were characterized by the development of 
international trade and the rise of merchant class. Through international trade, European 
countries especially Britain acquired a lot of capital which was used to finance the 
industrial revolution, thus the rise of capitalism. 

6.      Monetization of the economy. 

The Introduction of money as a medium of exchange played a great role in the rise of 
capitalism in Europe. Money formed the basis of capitalism by financing the industrial 
revolution, thus the rise of capitalism. 

7.      The Hundred year war. 

The war was fought between the British and the French, during the course of the war 
British plundered French towns and enriched themselves. This was a form of primitive 
accumulation of capital which contributed significantly to the rise of capitalism. 

8.      Scientific and technological revolutions.  

The Scientific revolution refers to major technological changes that took place in Europe and 
paved the way for the rise of capitalism. The Revolution led to the expansion of commodity 
production which led to the development of internal trade that contributed to the industrial 
development thus the rise of capitalism. 
 
 
    THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN BRITAIN (1750s – 1850s). 
This can be defined as the sum total of radical or fundamental changes in various sectors of the 
economy especially industry, transport, banking and technology. During this period new 
machines for mass production were invented; large scale industries replaced cottage industries.  

 Why Britain was the first country to industrialize in Europe  
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The industrial revolution begun in Britain on a large scale for the first time,  later spread to other 
countries such as France, Germany, Spain and Belgium. During this period Britain was referred 
to as the “workshop of the world”. 

 The causes of the industrial revolution are classified into internal and external factors;  

        Internal Factors  

a    Growth of the internal market.  

This was caused by the rapid growth in population during the 18th century. There was 
about 10.5M people in 1801 and 20 M people in 1851. This growth of population was 
due to better health care and sanitation. The increase in population provided ready 
markets for industrial products thus contributing to the industrial revolution.  

b    Improvement of the transport systems.  

There was improvement in the transport system through the construction of roads, 
railways and canals. The good transport system supported the industrial revolution by 
providing cheap and reliable transport.  

c    Non governmental interference.  

The British government pursued the laissez faire policy (no government intervention) 
whereby the government allowed the economy to operate fairly and freely with few 
controls. The absence of government interference encouraged investors to increase 
production thus contributing to the industrial revolution.  

d     Peace and stability.  

The monarchy which controlled Britain provided a stable and predictable government. 
This monarchy has maintained peace and stability which are conducive for industrial 
activities.  

e     Free trade system.  

Britain had the largest free trade unity in Europe completely unhampered by the local 
tariffs system. Almost each part of Britain produced something and traded with others. 
The absence of internal tariffs encouraged industrial activities thus leading to industrial 
revolution.   

f     Geographical advantage. 
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Britain had an added advantage in natural resources which stimulated industrial 
revolution. There was existence of coal and iron in plenty, coal mining was important in 
coastal shipping and provision of cheap fuel and later rail road construction. The 
existence of these two natural resources generated more technological innovations that 
enabled Britain to undergo the industrial revolution.  

g    Technological advantages  

Britain was the first country to undergo technological advancement in various aspects. 
There were various discoveries that took place in Britain which facilitated the industrial 
revolution. In 1776, James Watt discovered the steam engine and in 1775 Miller Cromb 
discovered the water frame. These discoveries contributed to the scientific revolution and 
finally the industrial revolution. 

           External Factors  

a   International links  

The paramount cause of the industrial revolution was the Trans Atlantic slave trade. 
British companies traded with all countries in Europe but most important was trade with 
Asia and North America. The most profitable business acquired huge profits which were 
used to build many industries. 

b   Existence of many colonies.  

Britain had so many colonies in Africa, America and Asia. These colonies provided raw 
materials and ready markets for industrial products, therefore contributing to the 
industrial revolution.  

 The industrial revolution led to drastic economic and social changes in the lives of the British 
people. It replaced agriculture as the main source of wealth and was responsible for the scramble 
for the control of the rest of the world.  

Effects of industrial revolution in Europe  

a        Development of industrial towns.  

The industrial revolution contributed to the development of industrial towns such as 
Lancashire, Birmingham and derby shire in Britain. Development of these towns was due 
to the industries which were established near the markets and source of raw materials that 
attracted a number of people to settle in those areas thus leading to the development of 
towns.  
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b        Environmental degradation  

The industrial revolution contributed to environmental pollution in Europe. It led to 
chemical contamination in water bodies and air pollution. The destruction of the 
environment also contributed to the eruption of diseases which led to loss of lives.  

c        Development of free trade policy.  

The industrial revolution contributed to the development of free trade in Europe. Free 
trade is an economic policy that allows free transfer of goods without economic barriers 
or tariffs. This policy was influenced by the production of large quantities of industrial 
goods that required overseas markets.  

d        Rise of proletariat/ working classes 

The industrial revolution contributed to the development of working class in Europe. 
Members of the working class did not posses anything except their labor. They sold their 
labor to the owners of the industries who in turn paid those low wages and were forced to 
work under poor conditions. Their exploitation led to the formation of various 
movements such as Luddism and Chartism.   

e     Introduction of democracy  

It contributed to the collapse of absolute monarchies that had existed in Europe during the 
feudal period. In France there was the bourbon monarchy where all French kings right 
from Louis XIV were despotic. The monarchy in Britain was also despotic, the kings 
believed in the “divine right of the king” whereby the king was not answering to any man 
except God. The industrial revolution replaced absolute monarchies with parliamentary 
system.  

f     Economic hardship  

It was characterized with so many economic hardships. The workers were paid very low 
wages which were not enough to satisfy ordinary human beings. To supplement their 
meager pay; many fathers were forced to send their children into factories at the age of 
five. The workers were forced to work for 14 hours a day.  

g    Development of slums  

The industrial revolution contributed to the development of slums in Europe with the 
growth of population in the 18th C. The older towns became more and more over 
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crowded. More and more big families crowded into each house. Slums were very 
common in towns such as absence of proper sanitation and increased crime.  

Why Britain was referred to as the workshop of the world.  

Between 1750s and 1870s Britain was referred to as the workshop of the world by other 
European countries because all the commodities of the world were being produced in Britain, 
during the period of Victoria, the entire world depended on high quality products from Britain.  

There are various reasons to why Britain was called the workshop of the world, these included 
the following;  

a.      First to undergo the industrial revolution.  

Britain was the first country to undergo the industrial revolution in 1750 AD and then it 
spread to other countries such as German and France. The British people regarded 
themselves as the source of world civilization and their country was a model to other 
countries.  

b.      Source of technology and innovation. 

Britain was the source of technology in the world. Most of the inventions in technology 
took place in Britain e.g. the steam engine that was discovered in 1776 by James Watt 
and the maritime technology that started in Britain. It was Britain that set the pace for the 
industrialization of other countries.  

c.      Largest colonial empire.  

Britain had the largest colonial empire in the world. It controlled at least a quarter of the 
world’s population. It had colonies in Asia, America and Africa. These colonies provided 
a ready market for British manufactured goods and raw materials that contributed to the 
industrial revolution.  

d.      Huge economy  

Britain had the largest economy between 1750 AD and 1870 AD; its economy was worth 
540 million pounds the largest in Europe and it was followed by France which had 250 
million pounds. The possession of the largest economy explains why it was called the 
workshop of the world.  

e.      Leading exporter of industrial goods.  

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



Britain was the leading exporter of the industrial products by that time and she 
monopolized the export of high quality industrial goods, this enabled her to control the 
world market and obtain higher profits this situation made Britain to be referred to as the 
workshop of the world. 

f.       Stable government  

The monarchy in Britain provided a stable and predictable government in the country. 
Peace and security provided a conducive atmosphere for massive investment thus 
enabling Britain to have the largest economy in the whole world.  

g.      Geographical advantage.  

Britain had an added advantage in natural resources which stimulated the industrial 
revolution. The existence of coal and iron in plenty was a crucial factor for the industrial 
revolution. Coal mining was important in the provision of fuel and later in railway road 
construction.  

h.      Existence of a fairly developed banking system.  

The development of financial institutions accelerated the industrial revolution in Britain. 
The banks provided loans to capitalist investors which made it possible for them to invest 
in various sectors of the economy, this massive investment enabled Britain to have the 
largest economy.  

i.        Good transport system.  

There was a fundamental improvement of transport system through the construction of 
roads and railways. The good transport system encouraged industrial activities by 
providing the cheap and reliable transportation system.  

     FORMATION OF WORKING CLASS MOVEMENTS 

       The Working class movement was the organization of workers that was formed after the 
prioritization in Europe. One of the immediate causes of the working class movement was 
impact of industrial revolution like unemployment, exploitation which owners faced after 
working in industries, low wages, long working hours, and lack of land during enclosure system 
which led people to go to the towns to look for employment. 

      Factors that contributed to the rise of the working class movement 

a     Rise of Industrial cities 
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 There was development of industrial cities especially in the north and central parts of 
Britain. These cities involved Leads, Bradford, and Birmingham. The rise of industrial 
cities attracted people who sought employment in capitalist industries where they were 
exposed to exploitation and pressure. 

b    Massive unemployment. 

 Since the capitalists could only employ workers if they could make profit out of them, 
industrial capitalism led to massive unemployment in Britain, This condition subjected 
the employed to low wages. In reaction the employees formed working class movements 
to demand for better wages. 

c    Poor working conditions. 

 The poor working conditions in industrial countries contributed to the rise of working 
class movements. The workers were subjected to long working hours, poor working 
conditions forced the workers to form working class movement. 

d    Agrarian revolution.  

The Agrarian revolution was characterized by the introduction of the enclosure system 
which involved buying land from the small peasants by the wealthy capitalists. The 
enclosure system made many people landless and therefore they shifted to towns they 
were exposed to exploitation and oppression. 

e     Napoleonic wars. 

 The wars between Britain and France during the period of Napoleon brought misery on 
the workers in Britain because they caused a great rise in the cost of living. The prices of 
food especially bread increased by hundred percent and there was heavy taxation which 
fell the working class movement. 

   LUDDISM (1811 – 1830) 

Also known as the Luddite movement This was the first industrial working class movement in 
Britain. The word “luddism” came from an imaginary figure “Ned Lud” who was believed to be 
mythical leader of the movement. This movement dominated the early faces of the industrial 
revolution at the beginning of the 19th C. the movement concentrated on breaking machines 
because the members thought that their exploitation and oppression was due to the 
machines.                                                                                 

     Aims/ Objectives of Luddism working class 
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a    One of the main achievements of the movements was to break the newly invented 
machines. The workers in Britain believed that  low wages and massive unemployment 
was due to the new instruments of production.  

b   Fight for better working conditions. The members of luddism were fighting for better 
condition in industries and mines. The workers in Britain were working in very poor 
conditions. There was very poor sanitation which  caused  various diseases.  

c   Fighting for high wages. The members of luddism were fighting against the exploitation 
of the workers. The workers worked for very long hours but were paid very low wages.  

d     Better social services. To fight for accessibility of social services and workers welfare 
like pensions, medical fees and insurance. These services were important because the 
workers were paid low wages.  

     Factors that contributed to the failure of luddism  

a.   Failure to identify the true enemy.  

The members of luddism failed to identify their true enemy that is they could not 
distinguish between machines and the capitalists. The luddites believed that they were 
getting low wages because of the machines that are being introduced, yet the fact was due 
to the capitalists who wanted to maximize profits by giving the workers low wages.  

b.    Illiteracy. 

The members of luddism were not educated thus they did not present any program for 
reform because they lacked a clear ideology. Due to the absence of clear ideology, the 
movements lacked massive support for the people which later contributed to its decline.  

c.   The use of wrong methods.  

The methods used by luddites were wrong. The act of breaking machines did not gain any 
sympathy from employers or the government. The government was determined to use 
force to suppress the movement hence contributing to its failure.  

d.    Disunity  

The luddites were not united in the sense that some of the members preferred to use 
violent means that is destroying machines but some wanted to use peaceful methods that 
is engaging in dialogue with the employers for increased wages and better working 
conditions. 
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e.    Absence of strong leadership.  

The movement lacked strong leadership because it was based on an imaginary figure 
called Ned Ludd. The absence of strong leadership made it difficult to unite all the 
workers and fight against one common enemy, the capitalists. 

f.     Inadequate funds.  

The movement faced the problem of inadequate funds thus it failed to run and coordinate 
its activities effectively in the struggle against the capitalists. It should be noted that the 
capitalists had a lot of resources at their disposal to sustain the struggle against the 
luddites.  

g.    Concentrated in urban areas.  

The movement was not large in scope; it concentrated in urban industrial centers thus as a 
result it lost massive support in the country side. This factor contributed tremendously to 
the decline of the movement.  

h.   Lack of consistency.  

The movement lacked consistency in the fight against the capitalist class. The movement 
was sporadic in its activities thus it failed to apply enough pressure against the capitalists 
thus contributing to its decline. 

The significance or success of the Luddite movement in Britain  

a.   Enlightened the workers.  

The workers became aware of their exploitation and oppression by the capitalist class 
hence they started to act as a class by taking the action of breaking the machines, this 
reaction forced the capitalist’s class to respond positively by increasing wages.  

b.      Development of more working class movements.  

It was an important catalyst in the development of working class movements in future, 
when luddism failed another movement known as Chartism was established which used 
some of the principles of luddism. 

c.      Unity of workers.  
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The movement contributed to the unity of workers by bringing together different workers 
from different walks of life under one movement, luddism. It is this unity which later 
contributed to the formation of Chartism.  

d.      Achievement of some rights.  

The movement was able to achieve some rights for the workers; Example holidays and 
wages were slightly increased. There was prohibition of child labor in industries.  

THE CHARTISM MOVEMENT 1838 – 1848.  

Chartism was a British working class movement of the 1830s named after peoples’ charter which 
was drafted in London in 1838. It was a first typical working class movement and it was national 
in scope. 

The movement came after industrial capitalism had efficiently developed and the workers had 
increased in number making their working conditions more horrible.  

The factors that contributed to the rise of Chartism 

The basic reasons for the rise of Chartism was industrial capitalism, however various factors can 
be identified that had contributed to the rise of the chartist movement.  

a.   The poor law amendment act of 1834  

This was an amendment to the poor law that was passed in 1601 by Queen Elizabeth to 
deal with the poor people. In this law the British government was providing basic 
necessities to the aged and the infirm (crippled). The exploited workers were given what 
was called “doles” which were relief funds to supplement the low wages of the workers. 
However after the Anglo – French war of 1795, the parliament amended the act whereby 
the government would only assist the aged and the infirm and not the exploited workers.  

b.   Economic slump of 1837 – 1838.  

The economic foundation of Chartism was the economic depression of the late 1830s. 
This period was characterized by a decline in production which led to a rapid increase in 
prices and shortage of food. It also led to massive unemployment in Britain.  

c.   Collapse of the Grand National trade union. 

The Grand National trade union was formed by Robert Owen. Its main aim was to absorb 
all different trade unions and use general strike as a weapon to achieve the goals of the 
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workers. This trade union was however crippled by the government by sentencing the 
leaders to jail. The collapse of the union meant that the workers remained without a 
movement to express their grievances, thus the formation of Chartism.  

d.   Disappointment with the reform bill. 

The reform bill which was introduced in 1831 in the parliament brought several changes. 
The parliament was divided into two categories, the House of Lords which consisted of 
dukes, bishops and king appointees and the House of Commons which consisted of 
members elected by the people according to the bill. For one to be elected he/she should 
have land and earning not less than 40 pounds per year, this law discriminated very many 
workers to be voted because they possessed nothing.  

e.   Increased in indirect taxes.  

During the Napoleonic wars, the national debt had risen to 902,000,000 million pounds in 
1816. The obvious way to raise such amount of money was to increase income tax but 
this was abolished and indirect taxation was introduced whereby taxes were increased on 
common articles like tea, tobacco, paper and soap. Thus in reaction the workers formed 
the chartist movement.  

f.    The corn law of 1815. 

This was a law which was passed to protect the agriculture of the landlords against the 
post war slump. The law stipulated that there would be no importation of wheat. The 
intention of this law was to keep the prices artificially high in the interests of the 
landlords while neglecting the need for cheap food for the workers.  

     Tactics of Chartism 

The workers used different tactics or techniques to fight for their rights during the chartist 
movement. These tactics included the following;  

a.    Petitions 

The movement used petition which involved persuading the parliament to accept its 
demands by organizing mass petitions for the implementations of their demands. In 1842, 
three million workers signed a petition but it was rejected by the parliament as the 
parliament was full of capitalists.  

b.    Campaigns  
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These were done through cheap newspaper and mass political meetings. The leaders of 
the chartist movement organized big political meetings were they discussed all their 
problems thus making the people aware on what they were fighting for. 

c.    Strikes  

The biggest weapon of the workers was a strike; this is where the workers stopped 
production aiming at making losses to the employers in the attempt of forcing them to 
make changes.  

Factors that contributed to the decline of Chartism  

a.   Revival of the economy  

One of the major factors that contributed to a decline of the chartist movement was 
economic depression of the late 1830s. During the 1850s, the economy was revived, trade 
increased and more people were employed. This prosperity made the workers to abandon 
the movement thus contributing to its decline.  

b.    Disunity  

Disunity between the leadership and their followers contributed significantly to the 
collapse of the chartist movement. The leadership and their followers could not agree 
whether or not to turn the movement into a full revolution and overthrow the government 
so as to set up the peoples’ republic, some of the workers wanted to use peaceful means 
by negotiating with their employers. 

c.    Heavy hand of the government.  

The government contributed significantly to the decline of Chartism. It used troops and 
laws to suppress the movement, some of the leaders were imprisoned while others were 
killed thus causing a decline of the movement.  

d.    Hostility of the capitalists. 

The capitalists aimed at maximizing their profits and therefore were determined to 
suppress the movement. The capitalists were always suspicious about the intention of the 
working class thus they opposed whatever the workers were demanding. 

e.    Inadequate funds.  
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Inadequate funds were one of the paramount causes for the decline of the chartist 
movement. The working class in Britain was always bankrupt thus it could not sustain 
strikes for a long period of time. 

f.     Lack of permanent members.  

Chartism faced the problem of absence of permanent members to support the movement. 
The organization had no clear regulation and principles to be followed by the members 
the members were free to join and leave the movement if they wished. The absence of 
permanent members had a big role to play in the fall of the chartist movement   

     Significance of the chartist movement  

a.    Cooperation  

The chartists movement cultivated the spirit of cooperation in the minds of the industrial 
workers as they joined together for a common course that is to fight against exploitation 
and oppression.  

b.   Formation of trade union  

The chartist movement laid the foundation for the formation of another working class 
movement which was the trade union. The movement demonstrated the importance of 
working class voice which contributed to the formation of trade union that built their 
principle and objectives on the failure of Chartism.  

c.   Development of democracy  

Due to the pressure mounted by the chartist, the government in Britain decided to give 
workers representation in the parliament. The owners were given equal opportunities like 
other people in political, economical and social affairs. Britain was among the first 
countries to practice real democracy.  

d.    Introduction of socialist ideology.  

The movement contributed to the introduction of socialist ideologies in Britain because it 
claimed that the exploitation and oppression of the workers was due to capitalism. The 
leaders of Chartism such as Robert Owen used the ideas of Karl Max to oppose 
capitalism.  

e.   Formation of the labor party.  
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The chartist movement laid the foundation for the formation of a new independent labor 
party in Britain which later became a prominent political party. The spirit of unity 
introduced by Chartism was the one used to form labor party. 

f.    Awakened the workers.  

The movement awakened the workers by making them aware about the nature of 
capitalism, i.e. it is associated with exploitation and oppression of the workers. The 
leaders of Chartism argued that the workers were been exploited because the capitalists 
wanted to maximize profit by paying them low wages.  

g.    Attained some of the demands.  

Some of the demands of the chartist movement were achieved; Example the payment of 
the members of parliament, voting through secret ballot and the Corn Law was also 
abolished.  

h.    National in scope.  

The chartists movement remains in history as the first working class movement to be 
national in scope and revolutionary in character. It was also the first movement to use 
political means to fight for the rights of the workers.  

           TRADE UNIONS/ NEW MODEL UNION  

The trade union is a workers association or institution that fights for increased wages and better 
working condition.  

A trade union is a struggle institution because it consists of workers as a class fighting for 
improved working conditions.  

These union came to be known as new model trade unions because they formed by skilled and 
professional workers. One of the examples of the trade unions in Britain was the Amalgamation 
society of engineer (ASE) 

     Tactics of trade unions  

a.   Collective bargaining  

This is where the trade unions bargained or negotiated with their employees so that their 
demands can be met. These demands included better wages, reduced working hours and 
better working conditions.  
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b.   Use of strike 

The most powerful weapon of the trade unions is a strike. The workers believed that if 
they asked for the same thing and refused to work unless they get it, they would be in a 
good bargaining position with their employers.  

      Features of trade Unions 

a.    Skilled members  

Members of trade unions were skilled workers who formed a small population of the 
working force. Unskilled workers were entirely left out in these organizations. 

b.    National in scope  

Trade unions were national in scope because they combined all workers from different 
parts of the country; Example the Grand National trade union of spinners combined all 
spinners in Britain into one association.  

c.    Use of strikes  

Trade unions were characterized by the use of peaceful methods when demanding for 
their rights. They discouraged the use strikes without consent of all national members. A 
strike which is greatest weapon is used a last resort. The members of the trade unions 
were paid fees in order to sustain a long strike.  

d.    Proper leadership. 

Trade unions have regional or district officers and national headquarters with full time 
secretaries. They are also run by full time officials who are paid salaries. Trade unions 
also have a clear constitution.  

e.    Financially sound.  

The trade unions were financially sound due to reliable annual contributions made by the 
members. The fees paid enabled the trade unions to sustain a long strike thus putting 
pressure on the employers.  

f.     Economic well being of the workers.  

The trade unions centered on the economic well being of the workers, they demanded for 
better working conditions and improved wages for the workers.  
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The significance of trade unions in Britain  

a.    Introduction of unity and solidarity.  

The trade unions contributed to the introduction of unity and solidarity among the 
workers. There was an amalgamation of trade unions, the process made it easier by the 
trade union acts of 1964. Workers were drawn from different parts of the country.  

b.    Defended the rights of the workers.  

The trade unions protected and defended the rights of the workers; the workers were 
educated to make their labor expensive through common effort and unions against their 
employers. Standard salaries were set that enabled the workers to get basic needs.  

c.    Formation of a political party.  

The spirit of unity that was introduced by the trade unions contributed to the formation 
and consolidates political party for the workers, this party was known as Labor 
Representation Committee (LRC) which after the general elections of 1906 it became the 
labor party.  

d.    Fought for women’s rights.  

The trade unions played a leading role in advancing the interests of women. The women 
had been subjected to exploitation and oppression in industries. Women trade unions 
were formed in textiles and tobacco industries. There was also a formation of the 
“women’s trade union league”. 

e.    Emergency of a class of skilled workers.  

The trade unions consisted of skilled workers from different sectors of the economy, this 
encouraged workers personal advancement so as to acquire more skills. The trade union 
membership in Britain had reached 53.4%. 

f.    Achievement of some rights  

The trade unions managed to achieve some political and economic rights. The 
government in Britain reduced the working hours and passed a minimum wage for the 
workers. The workers were also fully represented in the parliament.  

g.     Promoted the culture of non violence.  
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The trade unions were using non violent methods in advancing their interests, they 
depended on the use of collective bargaining were they negotiated with their employers 
for better wages and improved working conditions. They tried as much as possible to 
avoid the use of force.  

h.    Encouraged professionalism.  

The trade unions urged the workers to respect their professions. The unions set standard 
salaries that would enable the workers to meet their basic needs. Due to trade unions, the 
number of skilled workers increased in Britain while that of manual workers decreased.  

The political forces that explain the rise of capitalism  

These forces include the following  

a.      The English revolution of 1940 

b.      The French revolution of 1789 

 

 This was drastic political revolution changes that took place (in 1640- 1689)     made by Oliver 
ground to dismarith 

Monarchy government under King Charles I in (1648) and James II (1685) because it being in 
nature against the can 

  

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION 

British before undergoing political revolution had experience do various political war like the 
war of (hundred year’s war) both France- Britain 

The war of rose as the war fought between the Northern Kingdom of Lank shine and southern 
kingdoms  

These two kingdoms symbolized by red rose for Northern kingdom and white rose for the 
southern kingdom of the war roses started 1455 to 1485 

Historically the English revolution of 1648 to 1658 did not erupted like a thunderstorm, from a 
blue of rather it was gradual change which influenced by several historically factors include, 
Absolution adaptation of second under monarch government under King Henry VII king Henry 
VIII Edward man lad gray I, Queen may I, Queen Elizabeth, James I, Charles II and James 
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II  had  element of dictator-ship were state matter in England under such situation James 
II  abandoned Peaceful in 1688 and run to France, this Glorious revolution act it involved no 
blood shed. 

  

THE GROUP CATEGORIES OF THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION 

There were 2 groups’ categories of the English revolution which occurred in 1648 

- 1688 which include the following 

1. THE PURITAN REVOLUTION 

This was the kind of revolution which took place in 1648 being organized by the puritors led by 
Oliver Cromwell to overthrow the Tudor monarch government. Under the King Charles I the 
involvement blood shed King Charles I was assassinated publicity 

1. THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION 

This was  the religious  revolution which took place 1680 being organized by the religious 
bodies  which divined direct to be governed by king James II because he was not obeying 
Anglican church principle in high  government with this situation James II abundance  peacefully 
in 1688 with bloodshed 

FACTORS FOR THE RISE/CAUSE OF ENGLISH REVOLUTION OF 1648-1688(puritan and 
Glorious revolution) 

1.  The theory of divine right of king 
2.   Religious conflict 
3.   Kings extravagance 
4.   The role of Oliver crowned 
5.   Conservativeness of the feudal mode of production that  hinder the government 

in  Britain 
6.   The role of writing of English  philosophers 
7.   Dismissal of the parliament 

IMPACT / SIGNIFICANCE OF ENGLISH REVOLUTION IN THE DVT OF CAPITALISM 

1. The English revolution led to the formation at the industrial revolution in Britain. In the 
18th c to 19th c after the revolution the middle classes rose up as powerful class which 
took different major in promoting trade and industry. 

2. The revolution brought … freedom   to the people as has they were able to worship the 
way they within any sect 

3. The English revolution was stimulating force to the occurrence after revolution in the 
world Eg. French revolution. 
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4.  Led to development of single currency which  made it possible for Britain to have 
uniform currency all over the country that facilitated the selling and buying manufactured 
goods 

5.  The raw swept away all forms of kings absolution and dictatorship in England and 
brought realistic  constitutional monarchy under full practice of human right 

6.   Free internal and external trade. Traders were favored and encouraged eg: abolition of 
internal taxes of goods example: overseas trade was promoted. 

  

CONTRIBUTION OF ENGLISH REVOLUTION TO THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY IN 
BRITAIN 

1. It brought multiparty political system, basically in Great Britain where by conservative 
part and liberal party were  enacted this give chance individual to select the leader of their 
wishes hence  Democracy 

2.  Emergence of shared government the English revolution of 17th c which organized by 
Oliver crowed made the emergence of shared government between the common people 
and existing government. 

3.  English revolution brought  much freedom  of worship as  they able to worship  the may 
they wish in any sect 

4.  Respect of human right the English revolution which experienced in 1648 to 1688 gave 
room to the respect of human right as apposed from the formal Tudor Monarchies which 
demanded the right or human being 

5. The revolution brought realistic constitution. This lead to the country governed by the 
rule of law all matters of the state follow the principle and law it the country 

6.  Freedom of debate and expression. The England revolution played a very greet role for 
the rise of democracy. In the world now the parliament was given high states of debating 
bill so amend law 

7. The revolution spread the ideas of democracy to  other such like French 

  

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (1789-1795) 

The French revolution can simple means the drastic political  changes which was made by 
peasant and workers which were organized by Voltaura, Montesara, Fean Jacarc Rosseau, 
especially by 1789-1795 to over throw  the Tudor Monarchy  government under the king Lucas 
XVI due to its absolution and explanation system 

French revolution was complete change in overthrowing existed government under King Louis 
XVI French revolution it was the one of the  greatest events of human, history which deeply 
affected men’s idea conduct for many generation within the  period it six years eg 1789-1795 

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF FRENCH REVOLUTION 
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-  The French revolution which experienced in French. From 1789-1795 was organized by 
peasant and workers to overthrow the Boubon adlynast under King Louis XIV who were 
absolute and exploitative in character. Before they were living under despotic rule within rivalry 
and injustice they were landless and unemployed. The problem of land,  heavy taxes collection in 
French  classified in the following group of people as follows:- 

  

1. Peasant group 
2. The bourgeosie group 
3. The nobility group 
4. Clergy 

CAUSES OF FRENCH REVOLUTION 

- Unfair system of the government 

-  Kings extravagance 

-  Influence of great French philosopher 

-  Several social , political condition of France peasant paid direct and indirect tax and 
bourgeosie paid heavy tax to the king, presence of inequality, injustice and exploitation 
contributed much to the peasant and bourgeosie to oppose the government 

- The influence of American war of independence 

  

CONTRIBUTION OF FRENCH REVOLUTION TO THE RISE OF CAPITALISM 

-  It lad to the elimination of feudalism August 4, 1789 

-   Led to the industrialization 

-   French revolution led to the development of nationalism in France solidarity and unity were 
very important to the depth the country 

-  The catholic church and louis XVI and his wife  Marrus Antonente were swept away, new 
leader ( capitalist leader) came into power)  king and his unite assassinated 

-   Led to the development  of infrastructure such as expansion of road and railway 

-   Free enterprises  as well as the trade were allowed  encourage so as to boost up the economic 
production 
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-   It led to the establishment  of agrarian revolution and abolition of subsistence 
agriculture  hence regular supplier supply of raw materials in industry 

  

CONTRIBUTION OF RRENCH REVOLUTION TO THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY 

1.  French revolution emphasized total respect  of the state  of individual in regard if nation 
leader or to be voted as leader this emphasized due to the introduction of new constitution 

2.  The revolution planted human right, equality, liberty in French community and the world 
at large. This still dominates the democracy of the world 

3.   It led to the emergence of shared of government in which each of the individual in 
regard of being rich or poor had chance to explain his/her opinion 

4.   French revolution emphasized over freedom of mass media and express of the 
individual as result promoted more the rise of democracy in the world 

5.   French revolution lead to the development of nationalism France solidarity and unity 
were very important to the development of democracy. 

THE DEMOGRAPHIC REVOLUTION AND SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION 
 
The scientific revolution  

The scientific revolution refers to a period that was characterized with major technological 
changes that took place in Europe which paved way for the industrial revolution consequently 
leading to the rise of capitalism. The revolution involved the use of mathematics, experimental 
methods and practical use of scientific knowledge. It is between 1540 - 1640 years. 

The discoveries involved the following; 

1    It was due to establishment of the contact between Europe and Asia, especially Asian 
countries like china, India and middle east. In this contact the Europeans copied and 
improved the textile industries especially Britain.  

2     Due to the break of the crusade war. The war led to the spread of technology to the 
western European countries because these European countries started to get involved in 
innovations and discoveries of new technology which could help them to reach in their 
previous areas to look for raw material and market without passing the Middle East 
especially near Turkey.  

3    The discoveries and the use of coal and iron as the major source of power, this replaced 
the wind mills hence it influenced the more production of commodities in industries and 
innovation of other technology especially technology to be used in industries because of 
availability of power.  
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4     The exploration of European countries to other parts of the world which accelerated the 
discovery of the new world as a desire of European to discoveries;  

a.   The discovery of the steam engine in 1770’s by James Watt. The steam engine led to a 
revolution in the production process because it contributed to the rise of the factory 
system.  

b.  Introduction of new methods of iron production whereby iron was smelted quickly with 
the help of coke. This new methods increase the production of iron thus contributing to 
the industrial revolution.  

c.   New techniques in weaving and spinning cotton and wool were discovered. These new 
methods modernized textile industries which led to the increase of production and 
reduction of cost of production.  

d.      In 1792 Murdock invented the railway locomotive which simplified transportation of 
raw materials and manufactured goods.  

The role of science and technology in the development of industrial revolution  

a.    Improved the transport system.  

The discovery of a railway improved the transport system which made it possible to 
transport large quantities of raw materials and manufactured goods. The good 
transport system stimulated industrial development.  

b.    Increased the level of production. 

The introduction of various machines in the production process reduced the 
dependence on manual labour. The use of machines increased production thus 
leading to the consolidation and expansion of the industrial revolution.  

c.    Development of internal trade.  

The increase in production of goods stimulated internal trade within Europe. The 
development of trade encouraged the establishment of more business thus 
consolidating and expanding industrial development. 

d.    Destruction of serfdom  
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The introduction of machines in the production process made many people in the 
countryside to leave to the towns searching for industrial jobs; this led to the decline 
of feudalism and consequently the rise of capitalism.  

e.    Collapse of cottage industries.  

The discovery of the steam engine contributed to the development of the factory 
system which employed thousands of workers. The factory system played a great 
role in the rise of capitalism; it replaced small cottage industries like windmills.  

f.     Rise of capitalist class 

The discovery of machines led to the rise of the capitalist class, which are people 
who owned the machines and factories. This class of entrepreneurs invested their 
money in industries to generate profits thus leading to the development of the 
industrial revolution.  

g.    Rise of free trade. 

The discovery of machines increased the production of industrial products which led 
to a decline of prices. The increase in production gave birth to a rise of free trade 
whereby surplus production was sold off to overseas markets without economic 
tariffs. The absence of trade restrictions contributed to the consolidation and 
expansion of the industrial revolution.  

The demographic revolution  

This refers to the fundamental changes that occurred in the size of population in Europe between 
the 17th and 18th centuries.  

Its believed that the population increased by 48%, example in Britain by 1760AD, the population 
of Britain was estimated to have been 12 million, by 1831 as ascertained by the census, it had 
risen to around 24 million.  

There are various factors that can be put forward to explain this growth in population, these 
include the following;  

a.    Improved medical services.  

One of the main causes of this great increase in population was improvement of medical 
services which reduced death rates. Improved medical services facilitated the control of 
deadly diseases such as chickenpox and increased the life expectancy in Europe.  
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b.    Early marriages  

Early marriages of women played a great role in the growth of population in Europe. 
Many women reproduced in early age which increased the number of new born babies, 
the average woman in Britain for instance delivered six children in her life span. This 
condition with improved medical services, led to a rapid increase in population.  

c.    Availability of enough food supply.  

The increased food supply resulting from the great agricultural improvements of the 18th 
C contributed significantly to the rapid growth in the population in Europe. The increase 
in food supply both grain and meat play the part in producing and sustaining a larger 
population.  

d.    Political stability  

It can be asserted that the long years of internal stability that reduced the death rates 
might have had a role in the increase of population. The monarchies in Europe especially 
Britain were able to maintain political stabilities in their countries thus reducing death 
rates tremendously.  

e.    Better sanitation  

Better sanitation contributed to the demographic revolution in Europe. These services 
improved the welfare of the people and increased life expectancy. It should be noted that 
many deadly diseases such as typhoid, dysentery and cholera were eliminated through 
proper sewage disposal and provision of clean water.  

The role of demographic revolution in the rise of capitalism in Europe  

The demographic revolution played a fundamental role in supporting the industrial revolution 
consequently leading to the rise of capitalism. It played the following roles; 

a.    Provided a ready market.  

The huge growth of population, Example from twelve million people in 1760 AD to 
twenty four in 1830 in Britain provided a ready market for industrial manufactured 
goods. The existence of ready markets accelerated industrial activities thus the rise of 
capitalism.  

b.   Provision of cheap labor. 
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The demographic revolution contributed to the rise of the working class in Europe. The 
working class refers to a group of people who do not own anything apart from their 
labour power. These workers contributed to the rise of capitalism by providing cheap 
labour in industries.  

c.    Stimulated inter–regional trade.  

The rapid increase in population contributed to inter regional trade which consequently 
led to the rise of capitalism. The population explosion availed a ready market which 
stimulated trading activities in Europe. It also made people to abandon subsistence 
agriculture for economic activities.  

d.    Development of towns. 

The population increase in Europe contributed to the development of towns. The increase 
in population was followed by massive rural urban migration, the population in towns 
such as London, tripled by the end of the 18th C; this promoted the provision of various 
social services such as roads, schools and health centers which were conducive for the 
industrial revolution.  

e.    Destruction of the feudal mode of production.  

The rapid increase in population contributed to the destruction of the feudal mode of 
production because; feudal relations could not match the increase in the population. The 
decline of feudalism paved way for the rise of capitalist. 

Impacts of the Demographic Revolution on the development of capitalism in Europe. 

        i. Enable availability of markets. 

      ii.  Growth of towns and cities 

    iii.  Emergence if researches and invetors led to the rise of scientific to industrial revolution 
for example harvesting machine. 

    iv.   Enable availability of labour supply. 

      v.  Emergence of working class. 

    vi. It provide effective and strong capitalist government with increase of people for example in 
parliament, army increase. 
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TOPIC TWO 

THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY IN EUROPE 
Background to the Rise of Democracy in Europe  
 
Democracy can be defined as system of government by the people and for the people. It can also 
be defined as a form of government in which all people can choose their leaders and hold them 
accountable for their policies and conduct in office.  

Democracy entails the key elements of basic human rights, free and fair elections and equality of 
all people before the law.  

Background to the Rise of Democracy in Europe  

Original of Democracy in the World. 

Democracy is said to be originated from two Greek words, namely “Demos” which means rule 
of power or authority. Generally the term democracy can simply mean the rule of people who are 
divided by their own concern. 

Historically Democracy was said to be practiced for the first time in ancient Greek especially 
during the 300BC years ago which basically was under direct democratic system. Due to the 
shortage of number of Authorians in Greek in which whoever in the state had a choice of 
providing a suggestion so as to promote the social, economic and political matters of the state. 
Later due to the increase of populations there was a need of indirect democracy 
(Representatives). 

Democracy spread to other ports of the world especially in England and France. It was achieved 
through revolutions (17th C England and 18th C- France). Later democracy spread to USA, the 
rise of democracy in America act as the main bridge to the rise abd spread of democracy in the 
world. 
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The principle that governed politics in Europe before the rise of democracy  

a.      Absolutism  

This was one of the main principles that governed politics in Europe. Throughout Europe 
in the period before the French revolution of 1789, the government was in the hands of 
few individuals. The individuals had absolute power and in most cases their positions 
were hereditary.  

In France, the king was above the law and not controlled by it. He had power to have an 
individual arrested and imprisoned during “the king’s pleasure” through the famous 
“letter de cachet”. 

b.      Divine right of the king.  

This was the belief that the power of monarchies was given directly by God and thus 
monarchs were answerable only to God. Any opposition to the king was an attack on God 
himself. This was very true in Britain during the reign of king James I. The same 
situation occurred in France where it was a serious offense to questions the powers of the 
king, king Louis XIV once remarked that “I am the state”. 

c.      Feudal order/ feudalism  

Before the rise of democracy, Europe was characterized by feudal order/feudalism and 
privileged classes. Feudalism as practiced in the kingdom of England was a state of 
human society which was formally structured and stratified on the basis of land tenure. 
The land lords were part and parcel of the government. In France, the ancient regime was 
characterized by distinctive classes of the clergy and the nobles.  

d.      The church and the state were inseparable  

There was a strong relationship between the church and the state in Europe before the rise 
of democracy. The official faith or religion in France was supposed to be Catholics. The 
pop could even influence the decisions of the kings of France. In Britain, the official faith 
or religion was Anglican. All members of the royal family had to be Anglicans.  

The English revolution (The glorious revolution) 1640 - 1689 

The English revolution refers to series of events in Britain that led to the collapse of feudalism 
and destroyed absolutism and serfdom in Great Britain.  
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There were series of conflicts in Britain; the commercial bourgeoisie were determined to destroy 
feudalism. The bourgeoisie wanted to make the crown an overall leader of England without the 
assistance of the landlords.  

Another conflict was the control of the common land because the monarchy was against the 
enclosure system. Due to these conflicts, the democracy was abolished in 1649 but the king was 
restored as the head of the state. 

The revolution was also characterized with the replacement of the Roman Catholic king, James 
II with the protestant one, William III. 

There was also the passage of the bill of rights which included the following; 

a.      Any English monarchy must be a member of the Anglican Church.  

b.      The king has no powers to increase taxes without the general consent of the parliament.  

c.      The elections of the members of parliament should be free.  

d.      It declared that there should be frequent parliamentary elections.  

     Causes of the English revolution  

1.     Heavy taxation  

The merchants were gaining a lot of influence, hence the king decided to impose heavy 
taxes on the merchants so as to control their growing influence. Taxes hindered business 
activities which forced the merchants to rise up and overthrow the government.  

2.    Principle of divine right of the king.  

The king argued that he was an absolute and his power could not be questioned by man. 
The British people wanted this principle to be changed because they wanted a king who 
will be answerable to them.  

3.    Role of English philosophers.  

The English philosophers also contributed to the pot break of the English. Their writings 
enlightened the English people about weakness of old system. John Locke an English 
philosopher attacked the monarchy as being autocratic and oppressive in nature. John 
Locke wanted a king who will be accountable to the people. These writings partly 
prompted the English people to stage a revolution.  
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4.    Role of Oliver Cromwell.  

Oliver Cromwell contributed to the outbreak of English revolution by uniting the people 
to remove the dictatorial monarchy. He was protesting against religious discrimination 
and all forms of dictatorships in England. Oliver Cromwell even suggested that King 
Charles has to be assassinated to pave a way for the establishment of a new government.  

5.      Enclosure system.  

The enclosure system was an agreement reached in parliament by wealthy landowners to 
buy small peasants landless consequently the peasants appealed to the king to stop the 
process of enclosure. The king tried to stop the enclosure system but his actions worsened 
relations between him and the wealthy.  

6.      The emergency of classical economists.  

The emergence of classical economists played huge role in the outbreak of the English 
revolution. Economists such as Adam smith, David Ricardo and Thomas Malthus 
advocated private property and individual freedom in economic life of a society. Their 
views brought awareness among the people thus leading to the English evolution.  

7.      Religious conflicts.  

There were religious conflicts in 1531 where king Henry VII declared himself the king of 
Church of England, this action drew resistance from some of the church which led to the 
rise of a group known as puritans. The puritans were dissatisfied with the church and 
decided to separate themselves from the main stream, the king responded by persecuting 
them and calling them enemies. This led to the outbreak of the English revolution.  

8.     Emergency of commercial bourgeoisie class.  

The emergency of a bourgeoisie class contributed to the outbreak of the English 
revolution. This class was determined to conduct business activities in England thus any 
class of people that tried to hinder their goals was overthrown. The monarchy had failed 
to introduce liberal economic policies that would support capitalism thus the commercial 
bourgeoisie joined with the peasants to stage the revolution.  

9.     Maintenance of discriminative classes.   

The maintenance of discriminative classes contributed to the outbreak of the English 
revolution. The nobility and the clergy were the most privileged class. The middle class 
consisted of professionals and government officials and the last class consisted of the 

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



peasants who were very poor. It was the peasants who united with the commercial 
bourgeoisie to stage a revolution.   

The role of English revolution in the rise of capitalism in England 

The English revolution played a great role in the development of capitalism in England. The 
effects of the revolution paved way for the rise of capitalism. 

a.    Introduction of free trade.  

The new government pursued the laissez faire policy whereby it did not intervene in 
economic activities. The government allowed the domestic economy to operate fairly 
with few controls. The absence of government interference encouraged the investors to 
increase production thus leading to the industrial revolution.  

b.    Seizure of political power by the merchants.  

There was seizure of political power by the merchants; this was a fundamental change in 
Britain because before the revolution all political powers rested in the hands of the king. 
The merchants played a great role in abolishing feudalism and introduced capitalism.  

c.    Unification of England. 

The unification of England played a great role in the rise of capitalism. The coming 
together of Britain, Wales, Scotland and Ireland widened the market thus playing a 
crucial to support the industrial revolution consequently leading to the rise of capitalism.  

d.    Abolition of serfdom.  

The revolution contributed to the abolition of serfdom and absolutism, there was 
introduction of a constitution rights. The abolition of serfdom created free workers who 
were needed by capitalist industries thus leading to the rise of capitalism.  

e.    Control of the church.  

There was confiscation of church land and the church was separated from the state, this 
created room for the introduction of liberal capitalist ideas which supported the rise of 
capitalism.  

f.     Land consolidation.  
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The revolution abolished feudal land tenure system and put land in the hands of the 
capitalists who carried out mechanized agriculture which paved way for the rise of the 
agrarian revolution. The agrarian revolution played a great role in the rise of capitalism.  

IMPACTS OF THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION 

a    After the revolution the king became ceremonial title because the one who was given 
power to control the government was the prime minister under the parliamentary 
government therefore prime minister became the head of the government and the king 
became a ceremonial leader. 

b     Politically the revolution led to the overthrown of the absolute monarchy and the 
capitalist formed the republic government based on parliamentary supremacy controlled 
by the capitalists.  

c      The Capitalist who formed parliamentary government possessed both economic and 
political power in Britain, this causes changes in English economy for example it led to 
abolition of internal taxes, barriers which led to promote trading activities in England, 
freedom of farming and individual enterprises. 

d     The Royal army and soldiers started to be under the control of the government 
established by the capitalists. 

e   The Government funds started to be controlled and approved by the parliament; this 
means that the parliament had power to budget the government expenditure as it was 
during monarchy system of the king. 

f     All the feudalism elements that remained were removed (dismantled) that is, feudalism as 
a mode of production collapsed completely after the English political revolution. 

g    The Revolution accumulated wealth, through the illegal ways of accumulating wealth 
(capital) Primitive accumulation of capital such as; plundering, looting etc and free 
competition in production was adopted which led merchants to start competing each other 
in production, this was because of merchants who come into power and who was under 
the development of capitalism. 

h     The revolution caused death; many people were badly wounded and there was massive 
destruction of people’s properties like farms, shops, and workshops.  

    Contribution of English Revolution to the Rise of Democracy in Britain 
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        i. It brought multiparty political system, basically in Greet Britain where Conservative party 
and Liberal party were enacted. This give chance to individuals to select the leader of their 
wishes, hence rise of democracy. 

       ii. Emergence of shared government. The English revolution of 17th C made the emergence 
of a shared government between common people and the existing government. 

      iii. It brought much freedom of worship as they were able to worship the way they wish in 
any sect. 

      iv. Respect of human rights. The English revolution gave room to the respect of human right 
as opposed from the farmer fudor monorchies which demanded the right of human being. 

      v. The revolution brought realistic constitution. It led to the country governed by the rule of 
law, all matters of the state follow the principle and law of the country. 

     vi. Freedom of debate and expression. The England political revolutions played a great role 
for the rise of democracy in the world. The parliament was given high states of debating bill, to 
amend laws etc. 

    vii. The revolutions spreed ideas of democracy to other countries such as France. 
 
The French revolution of 1789 – 1799 

A revolution is a gradual or sudden change that takes place in the societies politically, 
economically and social setup. A revolution occurs not because people are just interested in 
changes but their certain factors on the ground that forces them to stage a revolution. 

The French revolution of 1789 marked a turning point in the political history of France. It 
destroyed a well established monarchy and replaced it with a republican government.  

Causes of the French revolution  

a.    Financial crisis. 

The financial crisis was the most immediate and paramount cause of the French 
revolution. In 1789, the French national treasury ran bankrupt to the extent of failing to 
pay workers. The bankrupt was due to the frequent wars which France fought example 
the seven years war with Britain (1756 – 1763) over colonies in India and Canada, and 
American war of independence. The bankrupt was also caused by the luxury life at the 
king’s palace. This crisis worsened the problems of the French thus contributing to the 
revolution.  

b.    Despotic aristocracy.  
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The French aristocracy was despotic; all French kings right from Louis XIV, XV and 
XVI were despotic kings, whose powers could not be questioned. They possessed all 
political powers like making all important political decisions and policies. There was no 
written constitution to check the powers of the king. There was also no written laws to 
control the actions of the king, this meant that, the king’s word was the law, example; 
king Louis the XVI ones remarked that “something is legal because i wish it” this kind of 
despotism made the revolution inevitable by 1789.  

c.    Character of King Louis XVI. 

There was a weak administration in France especially that of Louis XVI. He was corrupt, 
inefficient and inconsistent in his policies, that is he could at times show signs of helping 
the peasants but shortly thereafter he withdraws his good intention.  

Besides the above the king was under the strong influence of his wife Marie Antoinette, 
she was an Austrian princess who was hated by the French people because she was not 
ready to help peasants.  

d.    French class structure.  

The maintenance of discriminative classes contributed to the outbreak of the French 
revolution. The French population was divided into three discriminative classes namely 
the first estate, second estate and third estate. The first estate consisted of the nobility 
who enjoyed the highest salaries and key positions in the government and the military. 
The second estate comprised of the clergy (Bishops and Priests). This grouped lived in 
urban areas and owned large estates of land and were exempt from paying taxation. The 
last class consisted of the peasants who paid all taxes both direct and indirect. The 
problems of the third estate forced them to stage a revolution in 1789. 

e.    Intellectual movements.  

These intellectual movements especially those of philosophers played a significant role in 
enlightening the French people about the political and economic crisis in France. They 
exposed the abuse of power by the government philosophers such as Voltaire advocated 
for fair taxation policies. Montesquieu advocated for separation of power in the 
government. The enlightenment of the French people about their political forced them to 
stage a revolution in 1789. 

f.     American war of independence.  

The American war of independence led to both economic and political effects which 
were exploited by the rich middle class and the peasants to stage a revolution. Politically 
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this war failed them with a strong desire for establishment of a democratic and 
constitutional government. Economically, the war partially worsened the financial crisis 
because it was expensive to maintain soldiers abroad.  

g.    Economic crisis. 

During the 18th C, France experienced a rapid growth in her population and yet the 
agricultural and industrial production remained low thus leading to food shortage. There 
was also another problem of unemployment which affected the living standards of the 
people. Amidst this growing population and unemployment, there was also persistent 
inflation. These severe conditions forced the French to stage a revolution in 1789.  

h.    Dismissal of financial controllers.  

The dismissal of financial controllers had a role to play in the outbreak of the French 
revolution. Turgot and Necker had been appointed by the king to oversee the economic 
condition of France, but these were later dismissed following the advice of the queen. 
The financial controllers revealed the heavy cost incurred by the king and his members.  

i.     The march of the women.  

The marching of the women at Versailles demanding bread, land and equality sparked off 
the French revolution. Marie Antoinette provoked the demonstrators by saying that “If 
you cannot afford bread, go and buy cakes” this statement made both the king and the 
queen more unpopular in France.  

In conclusion by 1789 there was enough material for combustion, what was lacking was a spark 
to see the materials ablaze. People had enough grievances; all they needed was a leader, thus the 
mobilization and organization of the middle class made the revolution.  

    The effects of the French revolution  

a.    Elimination of feudalism  

The French revolution contributed to the elimination of feudalism and the consequent rise 
of capitalism. The new government that was established after the revolution was abolition 
of feudalism and introduced capitalist relations of production, whereby the major means 
of production were controlled by the private sectors.  

b.    Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte.  
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The French revolution contributed to the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte to power. It 
destroyed the discriminative classes that had made it difficult for anyone in the third 
estate to rise to power. Following the French revolution, promotion was based on merit 
and not birth. Napoleon was able to display his skills during the revolution which helped 
him to rise to power. 

c.    Development of social infrastructure.  

After the election of Napoleon Bonaparte, he improved the social infrastructure system 
by building more roads and railways and various financial institutions. These changes 
played a great role in the rise of capitalism in France.  

d.    Introduction of unity.  

The French revolution introduced unity in France, whereby all people were equal before 
the law. People were free to conduct any type of business of their choice; this is what 
contributed to the rise of capitalism.  

e.    Development of nationalism.  

The French revolution inspired the spirit of nationalism among the French people. The 
revolution which advocated for equality, fraternity and liberty became a lesson to the 
French to fight against absolute monarchies like that of Louis XVI. These ideas were able 
to spread beyond the French borders. 

f.     Establishment of a republican government.  

The French revolution contributed to the destruction of the bourbon monarchy and put in 
place a republican government in 1792. This was the government that played a crucial 
role in the abolition of feudalism and the consequent rise of capitalism.  

g.    Control of the church. 

One of the most important changes of the French revolution was the control of the 
church. The Bishops were to be paid by the state like any other civil servants, the church 
was also not supposed to levy taxes. It was completely detached from state affairs.  

h.    Abolition of slave trade.  

The French revolution contributed to the abolition of slave trade in French colonies. The 
French claimed that slave trade was not in line with its slogan of the revolution thus it 
had to be abolished. 
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    The 1848 revolutions in Europe  

1848 has been regarded as the year of revolution in Europe. The revolutions broke out mainly in 
France and the Austrian empire. There were mainly directed against the spirit of the Vienna 
arrangement of 1815. In France, the 1848 revolutions contributed to the downfall of Louis 
Philippe and his Orleans monarchy, while in Austria Empire the 1848 revolutions lead to the 
downfall of Metternich.  

       Common features of the 1848 revolutions  

a.    Reaction against the Vienna settlement.  

The 1848 revolutions were opposed to the Vienna settlement of 1815 thus the revolutions 
were either nationalists or liberal in nature. In Germany and Italy states, there was a 
strong feeling for national unity and political independence. In France and Hungary, there 
were strong feelings for liberal ideas.  

b.    Urban based revolutions. 

The 1848 revolutions were urban centered and with less impact on the country side. They 
were common in cities like Paris, Berlin, Rome and Milan.  

c.    Lack of mass mobilization.  

The 1848 revolutions was started and led by intellectuals such as university professors, 
poets, journalists and teachers. The merchant class also took an active role in organizing 
the revolutions. The peasants were not actively involved and perhaps this explains why 
these revolutions were short lived.  

d.    Reaction against the side effects of the industrial revolution. 

The 1848 revolutions erupted in less industrialized countries of Europe such as France 
and Austria whose economies were based on agriculture. The spread of the industrial 
revolution from Britain led to various effects which left many people dissatisfied. The 
workers were exploited and oppressed through low wages and long working hours.  

e.     Promotion of the French revolutionary ideals.  

The 1848 revolutions promoted the ideals of the French revolution. There was a lot in 
common between the 1848 revolutions and the French revolution. There was formation 
of national guards to protect the gains of the revolutions, liberal constitutions were 
advocated for to protect peoples’ political liberty.  
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f.     Short lived revolutions.  

Most of the 1848 revolutions failed by the end of 1849 to achieve their desire and goals, 
they were only partially successful in France where the Orleans monarchy was forced out 
of power. The provisional government that was established was too weak to solve the 
problems of the French population.  

In the case of Austrian empire, the 1848 revolution in Piedmont, Hungary and Prussia to 
a certain extent forced the respective governments to grant liberal constitutions but by the 
end of 1849 they were defeated and the constitutions were withdrawn.  

    Causes of the 1848 revolutions in Europe  

a.    Nationalism  

Politically there was a strong spirit of nationalism among the Italians and Germans. They 
resented foreign domination of Austria and strongly advocated for national unity and 
national political independence. The spirit of nationalism thus contributed to the outbreak 
of the 1848 revolutions.  

b.    Liberal constitutions (liberalism).  

The desire for liberalism had grown too strong especially in France and hungry. People 
demanded for political reforms of the existing political systems. They advocated for 
constitutional governments which by then were lacking. In France, Louis Philippe had 
risen to power on the ticket of preserving constitutional rights of the French people but by 
1848 the French were still denied expansion of franchise (voting rights). 

In Hungary, the people demanded for independence and constitutional parliaments so that 
their political rights could be protected.  

c.    Widespread discontent.  

The Metternich system had caused a lot of discontent in the Austrian empire. There was a 
package of strict regulations introduced by Metternich to preserve the spirit and 
arrangement of the Vienna settlement. Metternich always used force to check the growth 
of liberalism and nationalism. In 1819, he introduced the Carls bad law which banned 
people’s freedom. The press was concerned, political parties were banned and nationalist 
leaders were imprisoned. These conditions forced people to stage the 1848 revolutions.  

d.    Economic problems.  
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The spread of the industrial revolution to the Austrian empire and France had side effects 
which forced the people to join the 1848 revolutions. The industrial revolution was 
championed by the capitalists who wanted to maximize profits by exploiting the workers. 
There was mass unemployment, low wages and long working hours. The masses 
demanded economic reforms but their respective governments were slow to respond thus 
they decided to stage a revolution. 

e.    Role of the socialists.  

The ideas of socialism contributed to the outbreak of the 1848 revolutions in Europe. The 
socialists mobilized the workers into a strong force that played an active part in the 1848 
revolutions. The workers were promised better working and living conditions.  

f.     Natural calamities.  

Natural calamities partly sparked off the 1848 revolutions in France and the Austrian 
empire between 1846 and 1847, there was general bad weather in Austrian empire and 
France which was characterized by heavy rains which destroyed crops. The poor harvests 
were followed by severe food shortages. To make matters worse, there was an outbreak 
of epidemics such as typhoid and cholera. These conditions create a good atmosphere for 
the 1848 revolutions.  

g.    Chain reaction.  

The success of the revolution in France of February 1848 inspired similar revolutions 
throughout the Austrian empire because of common existing political, social and 
economic conditions. Following the revolution in France, Louis Philippe and his Orleans 
monarchy was pushed out of power. In March, the revolution spread to piedmont, Sicily 
and Prussia. It is from this point that historians concluded that “whenever France coughs, 
the rest of Europe catches cold” the revolution in France provided a practical example to 
the already discontented masses in the Austrian empire.  

Conclusion  

Therefore, it follows from the above that the 1848 revolutions, mainly broke out because of 
paramount political consideration the social and economic distress only facilitated the pace of the 
revolutionary mood. 

     Role of the 1848 revolutions in the rise of democracy  

a.    Establishments of constitutions. 
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The revolutions took place in 1848 contributed to the rise of democracy by facilitating the 
establishment of constitutions. During the 1848 revolutions, people demanded for 
political reforms of the existing political systems. They advocated for parliamentary 
democracy and constitutional governments which by then were lacking. In France, the 
Orleans monarchy was removed from power and constitutional government was 
established.  

b.    Demise of feudalism.  

The 1848 revolutions contributed to the destruction of feudalism and serfdom in Europe 
which contributed to the rise of democracy. The absolute monarchies were part and 
parcel of feudalism and serfdom thus creating a good atmosphere for the rise of 
democracy.  

c.    Rise of national consciousness.  

1848 revolutions played a crucial role in the rise of national consciousness (feeling) in 
Europe which contributed to the rise of democracy. In German and Italian states, there 
was a strong national feeling that aimed at achieving national unity and national political 
independence.  

d.    Overthrow of the papacy regimes  

The 1848 revolutions played a great role in the overthrow of the papacy regimes in Italy 
consequently contributing to the rise of democracy in Europe. Republican such as 
Mazzini and Garibaldi contributed significantly to the unification of Italy which laid a 
foundation for the establishment of democracy.  

e.    Emergency of the capitalist class.  

The 1848 revolutions contributed to the rise of democracy in Europe by destroying 
feudalism and paving way for the rise of the merchant class which was very fundamental 
in the rise of capitalism and democracy in Europe. 

Conclusion  

Although the 1848 revolutions generally failed, they provided important lessons for future 
nationalists and liberal leaders. They lead the ground for future dynamic and strong leadership 
that played a great role in the Italian and German unification. In case of Italy, they lead to the 
rise of count Camilla Carvour and victor Emmanuel II. In case of Germany, there was the rise of 
Otto Von Bismarck.  
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TOPIC THREE 

IMPERIALISM AND TERRITORIAL DIVISION OF THE 
WORLD (COLONIZATION OF AFRICA) 

IMPERIALISM 

Imperialism can be defined as the expansion beyond one’s border, either by conquest, influence 
or by both.  It involves one going beyond borders searching for market and raw materials. 

TYPES OF CAPITALISM:- 

        Commercial capitalism (1500 – 1750) or mercantilism  

        Competitive  / industrial capitalism (1750 – 1875) 

        Monopoly / Finance capitalism (1875 - present)  

COMMERCIAL CAPITALISM / MERCHANT CAPITALISM:- 

During this stage, Europeans closed their borders in search of precious metals such as gold and 
silver.  The powers were not interested in the social and economic transformation of the societies 
they met, they were only interested in plundering and raiding. 

Although this type of capitalism was characterized by primitive accumulation of capital,it also 
stimulated the industrial revolution in Europe. 

COMPETITIVE / INDUSTRIAL CAPITALISM:- 

This type of capitalism was characterized by the mushrooming of many manufacturing industries 
that were small in size but competing in the production and maximization of profit.  The main 
objectives of this type of capitalism were to:- 

(i) Acquire markets for European manufactured goods. 
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(ii) Procure raw materials. 

During the industrial capitalism, there is a bitter struggle among capitalistic for increasing 
production levels so as to maximize profits. In the course of these struggles some capitalists are 
destroyed while others grow rich; therefore to survive the capitalists must increase labor 
productivity which is done through the introduction of more efficient machines. 

Features of competitive industrial capitalism:- 

(i)  The role of the state is minimal because of the belief in free trade policy or sometimes 
called “Laissez faire” policy under free trade, the production and distribution of 
goods and services is determined by the market forces and not the state. 

(ii)Most enterprises are small and competitive, they complete among themselves to increase 
production and maximize profits.There is nor Monopoly in the markets or 
investments. 

(iii)   Tariff policies are still protective in character that is they aim at protecting home 
industries. 

(iv)   Banks are not controlling production; they are only agents of payments that are 
receiving deposits. 

(v)    Raw materials are important but not crucial, that is the European powers could do 
without raw materials from Africa. 

Effects of competitive capitalism in Africa:- 

(a)  Abolition of slave trade. 

The European powers abolished slave trade in Africa so as to get markets where they can 
sell their manufactured goods and raw materials. The European powers wanted the 
market but slaves would not provide them, hence this necessitated the abolition of slave 
trade. 

(b)  Introduction of legitimate trade. 

Legitimate trade refers to the type of trade that involved the buying and selling of natural 
resources; the European powers introduced legitimate trade which would make it possible 
to get raw materials such as palm oil, rubber and coffee needed by the European powers. 
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(c)  Division of Africa among the European trading companies that shared Africa 
amongst them.  
These companies included British South Africa company that controlled South Africa, 
Zimbabwe + Zambia while the imperial British East Africa company controlled Uganda, 
Kenya and Zanzibar. These companies were searching for markets and raw materials that 
were needed by their respective government. 

(d)  Fall and rise of some states. 

Competitive industrial capitalism led to the fall some states in Africa because it involved 
the abolition of slave trade on which some states like Dahomey depended on, it also 
contributed to the rise of states because African state accumulation a lot of wealth out of 
the legitimate trade which was used to build states such as the Kingdom of King Jaja of 
Opobo.  

(e)  Influx of foreigners. 

It let to the influx of many foreigners, especially Europeans.  These groups of Europeans 
included Explorers, Missionaries and traders, who later on paved way for the colonization 
of Africa by Europe. 

MONOPOLY CAPITALISM 

Monopoly capitalism was characterized by the  predominance of monopolies.  Monopolies were 
formed to reduce stiff competition in the production process. 

It is subdivided into:- 

(a)       1830 - 1947 

            This was characterized by colonization of territories by individual countries. 

(b)       1947 – present:- 

            This was characterized by colonization of territories by more than one country. 

Characteristics of Monopoly Capitalism. 

Lenin identified five characteristics of monopoly capitalism:-  

a.  Concentration and centralization of capital. 
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Under monopoly capitalism, Production becomes more concentrated and centralized 
under one big company. 

Monopoles may also set prices very low with objectives of preventing more industries 
joining the market, so that they can maintain their monopoly. 

b.  Merging of bank capital and industrial capital to form finance capital. 

In their drive for more profit, monopolistic companies did not confine only on the 
production of commodities but also invest in the banking sector.  Under monopoly 
capitalism, bank does not only act as agents of payments but also control production 
boards on monopolistic companies such as British Petroleum (BP) and General Motors’ 
(GM). 

c.  Export of capital as opposed to export of commodities. 

Under Monopoly capitalism, monopolistic companies dominated the production and 
market in their countries but they now cross their borders to control market and 
production in other countries hence they turn into international monopolistic 
associations.  These associations divide the world among themselves; examples are 
General motors (GM), British Petroleum (BP) and Moil Company.  

d.  Completion of division of the world among the imperialist powers.  

During this stage all countries are drawn in to the orbit of capitalism.  The colonial 
system became part of the capitalist world economy whereby the capitalist sought for 
colonies to satisfy the needs of capitalism.  These needs included market, raw materials, 
cheap labour and investment areas. When the 19th which came close world capitalism 
retained all the basic features of capitalism while it developed new ones. 

   THE RISE OF GERMANY , ITALY AND ITS IMPACT 

Nationalism can be defined as the desire to be free from foreign rule or occupation.  European 
nationalism was a manifestation of the political will of the Europeans to free themselves from 
foreign domination and oppression. 

Nationalism in various European countries aimed at uniting the nations and liberates them from 
foreign control; this is what led to the German and Italian unification. 

Since 1700, Nationalism became an important force in international relations; the development 
of European nationalism was closely linked with the development of monopoly capitalism.  Due 
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to the demands of monopoly capitalism, three was a need to protect none markets but protecting 
the markets meant unification which was achieved through nationalism. 

The rise of nationalism occurred along with the development of a political unit which is called a 
nation/state.  

Factors that contributed to the rise of European nationalism 

(a)     Development of monopoly capitalism. 

Due to the demands of monopoly capitalism, there was a need to protect home markets 
but this meant unification which had to be achieved by getting rid of colonial rule. 

(b)      Dislike of foreign rule. 

The major goal of nationalism was to unite the nations and free those from foreign rule or 
dominations, this goal led to the German and Italian unification that were protesting 
against French occupation.  

(c)      Education. 

Education exposed the evils of colonial rule, hence stimulating nationalistic sentiments 
(feelings).  Education made it possible for people to speak the same language, hence 
cultivating a strong sense of unity which facilitated the development of a main state. 

(d)      Improved communication. 

The improvement of communication made it possible for people to travel from one place 
to another which cultivated a sense of unity that contributed to the rise of European 
nationalism.  

THE ITALIAN UNIFICATION 1820 – 1870. 

The Italian had been subjected to foreign domination's for many years for example, 
towards the end of the 19th Century; Napoleon invaded Italy in the famous Italian 
campaign whereby the Italians were put under French control. 

Following Napoleons’ defeat in 1815, the Italians were again subjected to Australian domination 
until 1870 when they regained.  The Italian disliked foreign domination and on the growth of 
nationalism, different nationalist movements were organized by different leaders. 
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(i)   In 1820, they formed the carbonari movement which was mainly an organization of 
intellectuals. 

(ii)  In 1831, Givseppe Mazzini founded the young Italy movement. 

There were various stages in the Italian unification in which different territories were liberated 
from Austrian control.  It should be noted that the liberation of Rome completed the Italian 
unification. The greatest maker of the Italian unification was Count Camillo Cavo. 

Obstacles in the Italian unification before 1850 

(a)    The position of pope and the influence of the Catholic Church. 

The pope could not fight with Austria because it was a major Catholic state and 
consequently feared opposition from all Catholics.  Without the support of the pope, the 
unification of Italy was impossible.  The pope enjoyed international sensitivity from all 
the Catholics of the world thus attacking the pope would force ambitious Catholic state to 
protect the pope. 

(b)       Military superiority of the Australian. 

The Austrian empire had a well trained organized and equipped army.  The Austrians 
also had a well established spying network on the other hand; the Italian nationalists were 
not military strong by 1848.  The carbonari movement and young Italy movement did not 
have organized armies. 

(c)       Metternich and the Metternich system. 

Metternich had divided Italy into small and different states, each with its own 
parliament.  The Italians were one nationality but they could not agree on a single plan 
because of the political meetings, associations and freedom of the press were banned. A 
strong detective system kept Metternich informed of all those movements that were 
fighting for independence and they were consequently controlled.  

(d)      Economic backwardness of Italy. 

Economic backwardness of the Italian states partly hindered the struggle for 
independence.  The Italians depended largely on subsistence farming, the level of 
education were also low.  There were also small middle class to champion a serious 
revolution against the Austrians.  The Italian economy lacked a strong industrial sector, 
thus without a sound economic base, the nationalist movements were frustrated due to 
financial difficulties. 
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(e)      Lack of a clear and able leadership. 

This was a great hindrance in the struggle for independence before 1849.  The Italians 
lacked ready and determined leadership against Austrian domination.  King Charles 
Albert of Piedmont would have united the Italians if he had accepted to lead the 
revolution in 1848, but he feared Austrian might and he reluctantly accepted the offer. 

(f)      Lack of mass mobilization. 

Most Italians up to 1849 were not nationally conscious of the need for unification and 
independence.  The Carbonari movement was simply on organization of intellectuals, 
while the young Italian movements tried to use the youth to appeal to all sections of the 
masses, thus these movements failed to win enough support from the masses. 

THE GERMAN UNIFICATION 1820 – 1871. 

For a long period, German states were victims of foreign domination, under Napoleon 
Bonaparte, the German states were grouped together to form the Rhine confederation, which was 
put under French control. 

After the downfall of Napoleon, the German states were again grouped together to form the 
German confederation, which was put under Austrian control. 

Between 1815 and 1848, the forces of nationalism became very strong and the Germans began 
demanding for a united and a free Germany, but with little success because of the following 
obstacles. 

(a)      Disunity at the Frankfort parliament. 

The members of the parliament lacked a common plan; the nationalists wanted a united 
and free Germany, while the liberals wanted a democratic and a constitutional 
government.  There were also divisions based on religion, whereby the Catholics wanted 
Austrian leadership to remain and the Protestants (Anglicans) wanted a united Republic. 

(b)      Austrian Military might. 

The Austrians had a well trained, equipped and a large army contrary to the Germans 
who lacked a strong and an organized army thus without it, they found it difficult to 
defeat the Austrians, so as to regain their independence. 

(c)      Lack of a sound economy. 
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German states depended on agriculture as the basis of their economy.  Transport and 
communication were not yet well developed, hence without a sound economic base; the 
Germans could not strengthen their military power and mobilize the local population 
against the Austrians. 

(d)      Lack of able leadership. 

The revolution in PRUSSIA lacked a strong and able leadership against Austria 
domination. King Fredrick William IV of Prussia would have led the revolution but he 
was opposed to liberalism, thus without a capable and able leadership, the nationalists 
movements failed to achieve their objectives by 1849. 

(e)       Foreign intervention of Russia. 

Czar Nicholas I was opposed to liberal movements both in Russia and its neighbours.  He 
had used the military to crash liberal movements in Russia. 

It was therefore not a surprise that the establishment of a liberal government  in Germans 
would face opposition from Russia, indeed in 1849; Russia sent her troops to crash liberal 
movements in Germany. 

Despite all their problems, German unification was attained in 1871 and the German 
empire was proclaimed at Versailles. 

IMPACTS/ EFFECTS OF EUROPEAN NATIONALISM IN EUROPE 

1.  European nationalism led to the emergence of new states such as Greece, Belgium, Italy, 
Germany, etc. This was because these nations unified themselves in order to be strong 
and be able to compete with the former strong nations such as France and Britain, in 
terms of market, raw materials, industrialization, military and areas for investment. 

2.   Led to intensification of national rivalries and antagonism among European powers. This 
was because the former big powers which were France and Britain started to be in 
antagonism with the newly unified nations like Germany and Italy in terms of raw 
materials, areas for investments and markets. 

3.   It led to emergence of hostile military alliance which were the triple alliance and the 
triple entente of Britain, France and Russia. 

4.  It led to the disturbance of balance of power in Europe. The balance of power which was 
agreed at the Vienna congress in 1815 was upset by Germany after it had undergo 
unification because after unification Germany started to be powerful in terms of military, 
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industrialization, monopolization of trade, look for market,  areas for investment and 
therefore the power which was formerly dominated was now disturbed by the newly 
unified countries. 

5.It led to the breakout of the world war i.e. World War I and World War II; this wars 
affected world socially, economically and politically. 

6.The Unification led to the rise of the new imperialism in Europe from 1850’s. 

This was because European nationalism accelerated the rise and development of 
nationalism in Europe which brought expansionist tendencies among European powers to 
go in other parts of the world to expand their boundaries.   

EFFECTS OF EUROPEAN NATIONALISM IN AFRICA.  

1. It led to the influx of agents of colonialism in Africa like explorers, missionaries, and 
traders who searched the information about the potential strategic and navigable rivers of 
Africa and they sent information to their countries about the wealth found in African 
continent. 

2. Led to the scramble for African continent; this was because those agents of colonialism 
started to explore and search the potential information about African continent. Example 
fertile soil for agriculture, navigable rivers, i.e. Niger delta, Congo basin etc. mining 
areas and thereafter their mother nations rushed to Africa to look for those areas. 

3.  Led to the partition of Africa after the scramble which was done by European big powers 
about the potential of African continent; therefore the partition of Africa was done during 
the Berlin conference of November 1884 to February 1885. 

4.   Led to colonization of Africa in the last quarter of the 19th C where by the big powers 
after the scramble for Africa were able to control Africa in all aspects in order to protect 
and satisfy European interests especially for the development of capitalism in Europe. 

5.   Led to the establishment of colonial state as an extension of metropolitan rule (colonial 
rule) in Africa, therefore the work of colonial state was to make sure that the interest of 
colonialism like the establishment of colonial economy such as plantations settlers and 
peasant economy, mining, establishment of administration etc. was to be achieved for the 
interests of colonialist. 

6.  It led to the establishment of colonial economy in African continent which was the work 
done by colonial state in order to make sure that European colonialists should continue on 
the expense of Africans. 
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7.  Led to destruction of African culture by introducing European culture. Example African 
culture practices things such as traditions, customs, norms, dressing styles, eating, 
marriage, etc. were totally forbidden and destroyed by Europeans. 

8.Led to the outbreak of the world wars i.e. WWI of 1914-1918 and WWII of 1939-1945, 
these world wars affected Africa in all aspects of life such as occurrence of deaths, 
famine, Economic hardship, change of colonial masters etc. 

MANIFESTATIONS OF EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM IN THE 19TH CENTURY  

        Military alliances and the notion of European balance of power 

A.        MILITARY ALLIANCES:- 

The defeat of France during Franco – Prussian war of 1871 had a tremendous impact in 
Europe.  Before the war, the European powers were Britain and France but after the war, the new 
powers were Britain and Germany which meant that there was a shift in the balance of power. 

After the defeat of France, Bismarck directed his efforts to isolate France in order to maintain her 
in a weak and defeated position by farming military alliances. 

Bismarck forged military alliances with different European countries, this included; 

(a)      The Dual Alliance of 1879. 

In 1879, Germany and Austrian – Hungary signed a treaty which formed a defensive 
alliance called the “dual Alliance” This alliance was intended to strengthen and protect 
Germany from France and at the same time protect Austria – Hungary against Russia.  By 
1870, Austria – Hungary was threatened by Russian Army ships in the Balkan regions 
and feared that Russia might attack her. 

(b)     The Triple Alliance of 1882.       

In 1882, Bismarck formed the Triple Alliance which was intended to be defensive and to 
completely isolate and weaken France. The triple alliance came into existence by 
admitting Italy into the “Dual Alliance”. 

France and Italy had both been interested in Tunisia; Italy became frustrated and started 
looking for alliance against France. The Triple alliance would therefore defend Germany, 
Austria and Italy. 

(c)      The Dual Alliance of 1892. 
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By 1992, both France and Russia felt insecure and they decided to make a defensive 
agreement called the Dual Alliance against the triple alliance of 1882.  In this alliance, 
the two powers agreed to help each other incase of an attack by Germany. 

(d)      The Anglo – Japanese Alliance of 1902. 

For many years Britain had concentrated on looking after vast empire and had kept out of 
European affairs, this policy was known as splendid isolation.  When her colonial rural 
such as France and Russia combined to form the dual alliance of 1892; Britain was forced 
to forge an alliance with Japan with the objective of protecting her economic interests in 
the Far East.   

(e)      The Triple Entente of 1907. 

In 1907, Russia was admitted into the “Dual alliance”, which led to the formation of the 
Triple Entente, consulting of Britain, Russia and Japan.  These powers agreed to help 
each other in case of war.  

          In order to maintain stability in Europe, the European powers adopted the nation of 
balance of power. 

The causes of militarism and arms race in Europe in the 19thC. 

Arms race, refers to the intense competition between nations to accumulate technologically 
advanced and military strategic weapon system. The most prominent instance of such 
competition was the rapid developed by the USA and the soviet union of more and better nuclear 
weapons during the cold war. 

The term arms race its original usage describes a competition between two or more parties for 
military supremacy. Each party. Competes to produce large number of weapons, greater armies 
or superior military technology. 

Factors for the Arms Race. 

Some of the factors for Arms Race in Europe are; 

        i. The need to maintain balance of power among nations so that no one nations should 
military be threat to other. 

       ii. The cold war that existed between U.S.A and U.S.S.R and their respective camps. 

      iii.  The developed world war was looking for more influence and control in the third world 
countries and other saw armament as a way of  
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           increasing that capacity 
            

      iv.  Armed race was meant to scare other countries of the world and make them fear the big 
powers such as U.S.A  and U.S.S.R. 

IMPACTS OF THE ARMED RACE 

The following are some of the impacts of the armed race 

        i. Many people lost their lives due to the use of nuclear or chemical weapons e.g:- Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima in Japan during the second world war. 

       ii. It reduced the level of resources that could have been utilized in the provision of social 
and economic welfare of the people in the super power states and the world countries  
         

      iii. It sharpened the hostility between western block under U.S.A and Eastern Block under 
U.S.S.R. 

      iv. The emergence of terrorists. Using various weapons of mass destruction. 

     B. THE NOTION OF EUROPEAN BALANCE OF POWER. 

This refers to a policy whereby European powers used military alliances as the determining 
factor in maintaining stability in Europe.  

      The factors that led to the use of this policy:- 

(a)       Rise of European nationalism. 

During this period, colonies were seen as a sign of prestige. They became a test and proof 
of a nation’s superiority.  This belief was bound to force the European powers to look for 
colonies in Europe, thus disturbing the balance of power. 

(b)       Development of monopoly capitalism. 

The development of capitalism to the monopoly stage had various demands in 
Europe.  Due to monopoly capitalism, there was need for raw materials, markets and 
cheap labour which could only be satisfied through acquiring colonies.  To prevent 
European countries from searching for colonies in Europe, the European powers adopted 
the notion of European balance of power so as to maintain stability. 

(c)       Emergence of Germany and Italy. 
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After Germany and Italy achieved their unification, they joined the race for colonies to 
meet the demands of monopoly capitalism.  To maintain stability in Europe, The 
European powers decided to adopt a notion of European balance of power. 

Due to monopoly capitalism, there was a need for markets, raw materials and investment 
areas.  Their needs could only be achieved by acquiring colonies but the European 
countries were not supposed to look for colonies inside Europe, thus an outlet had to be 
created and this led to the scramble for and partition of Africa. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COLONIALISM IN AFRICA 

Colonialism refers to the domination or control of one country by another economically, 
politically and socially. 

Reasons for the colonization of Africa 

The development of capitalism in Europe led to the industrial revolution which started in Britain 
in 1750 and by the end of 18th Century Britain was the only industrialized nation in the 
world.  However, in the 19th Century, other European countries such as France, Belgium, 
Germany and Italy also industrialized. 

The industrialization of almost all European countries meant that there was no where to expand 
within Europe, hence there was need to find colonies. 

From 1870, monopoly capitalism demanded for the following:- 

-   Markets 

-   Raw materials 

-    Cheap labor 

-   Investment areas 

-   Areas to resettle surplus labour force. 

Therefore, it was these demands which made capitalism to change to its monopolistic stage 
called “imperialism”. 

Colonialism was therefore linked with the development of capitalism in Europe, in the sense that 
it was undertaken to meet the demands of monopoly capitalism.  
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AGENTS OF IMPERIALISM 

Before the establishment of colonialism, the capitalist nations sent colonial agencies to pave way 
for colonial rule.  These agents included; 

-   Explorers 

-   Missionaries  

-   Traders 

  How explorers, Missionaries and traders paved way for establishment of 
colonial rule in Africa. 

(a)    They reported about the wealth in Africa which would enrich the European capitalist 
countries.  The information given by the Missionaries, Explorers and Traders excited the 
interests of European countries to come and seek their fortune in Africa.  Dr.  Living 
stone reported that East Africa had fertile soil and the environment was suitable for 
European settlements, given the economic conditions in Europe, such as the need for raw 
materials, they had to rush to Africa. 

(b)    They encouraged African chiefs to sign treaties which later became justified claims for the 
occupation of African territories.  Moffat, an Anglican Missionary, encouraged chief 
Lubengula to sign a treaty with British, which eventually led to the British colonization 
of Zimbabwe. 

(c)      Some of the agents for example Christian missionaries’ brain washed the minds of the 
Africans through their preaching and teachings.  They softened the minds of the Africans 
to be God fearing because of the preaching, devour African Christians believed that 
Christianity was the greatest gift from Europe and this was reflected in Nigeria and 
Buganda where the Africans welcomed colonization.  

(d)    The Christian missionaries paved way for the establishment of the colonies rule because 
they regarded colonial rule as necessary for both 
         the spread of Christianity and the abolition of slave trade in Africa 
         

(e)    They chartered companies laid down the initial infrastructure those later facilitated colonial 
administration policies. The roads and railways became a source of reinforcement in terms of 
troops and manpower. 
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(f)   They appealed to European government to come and occupy parts of Africa which they have 
visited and developed. For example Dr. Livingstone appealed to Britain to come and occupy 
central Africa and Britain responded by colonizing central Africa. 
        

SCRAMBLE FOR AND PARTITION OF AFRICA 

As capitalism developed stage by stage, it pressed different demands on Africa.  During 
competitive industrial capitalism, the capitalist powers advocated for the abolition of slave trade 
because it was seen as a necessary for the acquisition of raw materials and markets.  When 
competitive capitalism changed to monopoly capitalism, the capitalist powers were involved in a 
struggle to acquire colonies, a process called “The scramble for Africa.” 

The scramble for Africa refers to the way  European powers struggled to acquire colonies in 
Africa. 

Partition of Africa refers to the difference steps taken by the colonial powers to divide Africa 
into territories and fixing colonial boundaries. 

The major powers that were involved in this exercise were Britain, Germany, France and 
Belgium. 

There were two theories that explain the scramble for and partition of Africa namely:- 

A.  AFRO-CENTRIC THEORY (Marxist theory)  

This theory claimed that the factors that led to the scramble for and partition of Africa were 
economic. 

(i)        The need for monopoly markets. 

The need for monopoly markets came due to increase production of industrial products 
that lacked enough demands in Europe.  To make matters worse, between 1823 and 1896, 
the world passed through a stand still economic depression where by trade came to stand 
still, prices were law and profits were small hence the capitalists put a lot of pressure on 
their government  to acquire colonies for selling the manufactured commodities. 

(ii)       The need for tropical raw material. 

The tropical treasure theory, put forward by Nobson and Lenin assert that Africa was 
partitioned because it was highly endowed with a lot of raw materials for industrial 
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development in Europe hence the European powers rushed to Africa to acquire colonies 
that would act as sources of raw materials.  

(iii)     The need for cheap labour. 

There was a contradiction between the employers and the workers whereby to maximize 
profits, the employers had to decrease wages and intensify exploitation.  The workers, 
however resisted this through trade unions, they demanded higher wages and good 
working conditions all of which reduced the profit of the employers.  The solution to this 
problem was to look for colonies in Africa where they can get cheap labour.  

(iv)      The need for investment areas. 

Scholars such as Adam Smith claimed that the availability of excess capital for 
investments in European countries forced Europe to take part in the scramble for 
Africa.  The capitalists had accumulated a lot of capital that they could not invest in 
Europe because the markets were saturated, to solve this crisis, they decided to look for 
colonies where they can invest their capital and obtain high rates of profits. 

(v)       The need to resettled surplus labour force. 

The industrial revolution and the capitalist system produced not only surplus capital but 
also surplus labour force.  As more and more machines came into use, more and more 
people found themselves out of work, the solution to this problem was found in the 
acquisition of colonies where surplus labor force could be settled. 

      B: EUROPEAN THEORY:- 

This theory claims that political and social factors caused the scramble for Africa. 

(i)  Before the Franco – Prussian war 1871, the major European powers were Britain and France 
was defeated by Germany and she lost her territories of Alsace and Lorraine which were 
rich in coal and iron.  The emergence of Germany changed the balance of power and this 
forced her to rush to Africa to acquire colonies.  The defeat of France made her to rush to 
Africa to acquire colonies as a way of compensating for the loss in Europe. 

(ii)       Rise of European nationalism. 

During the mid 19th century, a tide of nationalism was seeping across Europe, extreme 
nationalism let to slogans like, “my country right or wrong” During this period, the 
possession of an Empire was seen as a test of nations strength , hence European powers 
rushed to Africa to acquire more and more colonies thus causing scramble. 
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Social factors:- 

(i)        Need to stop slave trade. 

The European powers asserted that, they came to Africa to acquire colonies because of 
the need of stopping slave trade.  They claimed that colonial rule was a necessity if slave 
trade was to be abolished completely in Africa. 

(ii)       Need to introduce Western Civilization. 

The European powers argued that their civilization had reached the highest possible 
standards, thus they had a duty to impose it on those people who were not civilized, the 
Africans were believed to be uncivilized hence they struggled for colonies so as to 
introduce Western civilization. 

Strategic factors 

Strategic factors were also one of the factors that led to the scramble for and partition of Africa. 
Britain controlled Uganda because she wanted to protect the source of river Nile; She controlled 
Kenya because of the sea route to India. 

Britain and France struggled for Egypt because of the Suez Canal which shortened the route to 
India. 

THE BERLIN CONFERENCE 1884 – 1885. 

The Berlin conference gave international recognition to a struggle for colonies that had been 
going on for a long period of time.  By the 1880’s the scramble for colonies in Africa had 
reached serious proportions and there were dangers that if it was not controlled, a major war may 
erupt among the European powers. 

To avoid the war, the chancellor of Germany, Otto Van Bismarck convened an international 
conference of European powers that had interests in Africa. 

The conference took place between November 1884 and February 1885.  The main aim of the 
conference was to ensure that the scramble for and partition of Africa takes place peacefully 
without resulting to a war. 

Various European powers attended the conference, these included Britain, France, Germany, 
Spain and Belgium.  Denmark and the USA attended as observers. 

- Principles of Berlin Conference 
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During the conference, a number of resolutions were reached by the European powers.   

These included the following;  

(a)       The principle of effective occupation. 

This principle stated that all European powers that had colonies in Africa had to 
effectively control their colonies by establishing infrastructures such as roads and 
railways.  The powers also agreed to maintain law and order in their colonies. 

(b)       Notification principles 

This principle stated that in the process of colonial acquisition, the European powers had 
to notify or inform other powers about their colonial possessions so as to minimize 
clashes over the same colonies because the aim of the conference was to ensure that the 
scramble and partition of Africa takes place peacefully. 

(c)       Fire navigation on the Niger and Congo basins. 

The European powers agreed that the Niger and the Congo basins will be free for 
navigation by all European powers.  This was to avoid any European power from 
monopolizing the two water ways which may cause conflicts.  

(d)       Abolition of slave trade. 

The European powers agreed to stop slave trade in their colonies and introduce legitimate 
trade.  Legitimate trade would enable the capitalist powers to acquire markets and raw 
materials which were the needs of monopoly capitalism. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF COLONIAL RULE IN AFRICA 

The partition of Africa marked the end of Africans political independence and the beginning of 
subjection to foreign rule.  In the process of establishing colonial rule, the Europeans powers 
used different techniques depending on the nature and attitude of the native population towards 
colonial intrusion. 

These techniques included the following:- 

(a)      Treaty signing. 

This was one of the most common techniques used by the Europeans to establish colonial 
rule in Africa.  This method was used in areas that did not oppose the establishment of 
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colonial rule.  The colonial powers convinced African local leaders to sign treaties of 
protection, protecting them against their local and foreign rivals.  It should be noted that 
these treaties were used by the colonial powers to control African territories.  In 
Tanganyika Karl Peters signed treaties with African chiefs which led to German 
colonization of Tanganyika.  

(b)      Use of force. 

Sometimes, the colonial powers used the military to establish colonial rule in 
Africa.  This method was used in areas that resisted the establishment of colonial rule in 
East Africa, the Germans used the military against the Hehe in Tanganyika, and the 
British used the military against the Nandi in Kenya and Kabalega of Uganda.  The 
colonial powers used the military because they were determined to exploit African 
resources. 

(c)      Alliances 

This method was mainly used in areas where two societies were in conflicts in situation 
of enmity, the colonial powers allied with one society against the other and finally control 
all of them together. In Tanganyika the Germans allied with the Sangu and Bena against 
the Hehe, but after defeating the Hehe the Germans controlled all of them together. In 
central Africa, the British allied with chief Lewanyika of Lozi Kingdom against 
Lobengula but when Lobengula was defeated, the British controlled all of them together. 

(d)       Gun butt diplomacy. 

This is the colonial powers used treaties of force rather than force itself to force Africans 
to submit to colonial rule.  This method was used by the German in 1884 to force a 
Sultan of Zanzibar to submit to Karl Peters treaty.  In 1897, the British used this method 
to force Jaja of Opobo to submit to their control. 

(e)       Mercenary technique. 

This was a method whereby the colonial powers used Africans to fight against other 
Africans.  The Africans, who were used had no blood ties with those being invaded.  In 
Tanganyika the Germans used the Rugaruga to defeat their fellow Africans.  

AFRICAN REACTION TOWARDS COLONIAL RULE 

The imposition of colonial rule in Africa did not go unchallenged, the Africans reaction to 
colonial rule was not homogeneous it varied from one society to another. 
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The techniques which the Africans used against the colonial rules establishment included 
the following:- 

(a)       Active resistance. 

This was a physical African reaction characterized by the use of arms or violence against 
the establishment of colonial rule.  Sometimes, active resistances was a spontaneous 
reaction while in some societies, it needed long preparations.  Active resistance occurred 
in societies that were economically strong and capable of staging a strong 
resistance.  This method was used by the Hehe in Tanganyika against the Germans and 
the Nandi against the British in Kenya. 

(b)       Passive resistance. 

This was a form of African reaction against colonial rule and penetration which did not 
involve the use of arms or violence but the colonized people simply refused to cooperate 
or to have any contacts with the colonizers.  This form of African reaction was due to 
natural calamities such as diseases that hindered the Africans to stage an active 
resistance.  The Maasai for example are naturally war like people but during the 
establishment of colonial rule, they reacted passively because they had been weakened by 
Cholera. 

(c)       Adaptation technique. 

This was used where the African ruling class sought friendship from the colonizers so 
that they can get arms and new fighting techniques. It should be noted that these arms and 
the new fighting tactics, were used against the same colonizers who gave them the arms. 
Adaptation technique was used by King Menelik of Ethiopia who sought friendship from 
the Italians to obtain guns, but he used the same weapons to defeat the Italians in 1895. 

THE DEFEAT OF AFRICAN RESISTANCES 

Most of the African societies which decided to oppose colonial rule were defeated by the 
European powers. 

There were various factors that contribute to the defeat of African resistances. 

1.        Military weakness of the Africans. 

The African societies had inferior weapons compared to the Europeans; Most of Africans 
were using spears and arrows and yet the Europeans were using machine guns.  The 
possession of this powerful weapon contributed to the defeat of resistances such as that of 
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the Hehe against the Germans in Tanganyika and the Nandi resistance against the British 
in Kenya.   

2.        Lack of national consciousness and unity. 

Lack of national consciousness and unity partly contributed to the defeat of Africans 
resistances for examples; the Germans easily defeated the Hehe in Tanganyika because 
the Sangu and Bena collaborated with the Germans.  The British also defeated Lobengula 
in Zimbabwe because chief Lewanyika of the Lozi Kingdom collaboration with the 
British. 

3.        Natural hazards 

Some African societies were defeated because of their material conditions which made 
them unable to put up a stiff resistance.  These conditions were natural hazards such as 
diseases.  The Maasai of East Africa could not put a stiff resistance because they were 
suffering from cholera and their cattle had been killed by render pest. 

4.        Influence of the Missionaries. 

The Missionaries had a role to play in the defeat of African resistances. The Missionaries 
brain washed the minds of the Africans by preaching obedience which reduced African 
resistance to colonial rule.  For example; the Buganda in Uganda and the Fante in Nigeria 
never resisted colonial rule because of the teaching of the Missionaries. 

5.        Succession disputes. 

Succession disputes also contributed to the defeat of African resistances.  Succession 
disputes brought about divisions which made it possible for the colonial powers to side 
with one group against the other in Buganda, for example, Semei Kakungulu sided with 
the British to defeat Mwanga. 

6.        Lack of good fighting techniques. 

Lack of good fighting techniques went hand in hand with the absence of strong leadership 
which was needed to stage a strong resistance.  A case in point was the Majimaji 
resistance which lacked adequate leadership and proper fighting techniques, hence 
contributing to its defeat by the Germans.  

TRANSITION FROM COMPETITIVE CAPITALISM TO MONOPOLY CAPITALISM 
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Competitive capitalism refers to the second stage of capitalism that existed after industrial 
revolution in Europe in 1750, where by European nations were competing themselves in 
Industrial production. This was done in terms of production of raw materials, monopolizing trade 
and market. Therefore under industrial capitalism there rose bitter struggle/stiff competition 
among European capitalists for production, whoever in the course of this stage some capitalist 
were died while others who were able to compete grow richer and reached to a stage of 
monopoly capitalism, hence in order to survive the capitalists increased labour productivity 
which was done through introduction of more efficient machines hence competitive capitalism 
was always progressive because of time and free trade and accelerated to the rise of monopoly 
capitalism. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF COMPETITIVE CAPITALISM 
 
The following are some of the characteristics of competitive Capitalism. 

1.     During this period the role of the state was minimal, this was because of the belief of 
free trade, and this sometimes was called “laissez faire policy”. 

2.  Most of the enterprises were small and competitive in nature hence there was no 
monopoly in market, area for investment, getting labor and monopoly of getting raw 
materials because each enterprise was competing with another to get economic motive. 

3.   During this period raw materials from Africa were important but not crucial because raw 
materials were only needed to be used in monopoly companies which had started to 
monopolize the market, areas for getting labor and raw materials. 

4.   The tariff policies (trade barriers) were still protective in nature because each nation was 
still protecting her home market in order to allow merchants to involve in trade at home 
without any competition from outside merchants. 

5.   Banks were not controlling production but they were only the agents of payment where 
by banks provided capitals, loans and credit to the merchants to continue involve 
themselves in trade for development of capitalism but not these banks but not these bans 
were involved in production. 

6.   Competitive capitalism was characterized by the growth of industries where by industries 
grew specifically for producing manufactured goods which were needed and sold by 
industrial capitalist in Europe (Britain).  

FACTORS FOR TRANSITION FROM COMPETITIVE CAPITALISM TO 
MONOPOLY CAPITALISM  
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1.  Emergence of monopoly companies that was able to swallow small companies. Due to 
emergence of big companies with huge amount of capital, the small companies could not 
fit in the competition hence monopolization of the major economic activities and the 
decline of competitive capitalism. 

2.  Export of capital, during this period there emerged big companies which were exported to 
industries, banks, and companies. These led companies to get double profit which 
accelerated the rise of monopoly capitalism. 

3.  Emergence of cut throat competition among the European countries. The stiff competition 
led  weak companies to be swallowed by the strongest among European nations. Example 
Britain, Japan, France, Italy, etc. Therefore this competition resulted to the strongest to 
continue in monopoly stage while the weak died in the competitive capitalism. 

4.  The division of the world among the big imperialist nations which was done at the Berlin 
conference; this accelerated the colonization of Africa and big capitalist powers were able 
to get capitalist demands and be able to maximize  profits and establish strong 
monopolistic companies which led them to transform from competitive capitalism. 

5.  Concentration of production and centralization of capital was another factor for transition 
from competitive capitalism to monopoly capitalism. Europeans concentrated in both 
manufacturing of goods and raw materials which led to acquisition of more capital which 
was invested and  reinvested especially in big industries together with big monopolistic 
companies which enabled them to acquire more profit for trade circulation and for more 
investments in economic sectors hence transformed the form of capitalism. 

6.  The rise of philosophical ideas due to high education and research and this led unit 
almagation of European companies as a way to maximize profit. E.g. Small industries 
which were established during monopoly capitalism under one merchant was joined 
together and even the capital from those companies was joined together form a big 
finance. 

7.  The Rise of European nationalism. The unification of European nations example the 
unification of Germany and Italy and the rise of other European nationalism acted as a 
transition from competitive to monopoly capitalism because the unification expanded 
market, labor, easy circulation of trade and the nations started to compete among 
themselves by establishing big companies which all these led to the transition from 
competitive capitalism to monopoly capitalism.  

     8.  Relate the subsequent division of the world between capitalist alliances with the 
development of monopoly capitalism. 
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TOPIC FOUR 

THE RISE OF DICTATORSHIP IN GERMANY, 
ITALY AND JAPAN 

A dictatorship is defined as an autocratic form of government in which the government is ruled 
by an individual, a dictator. In this government the power rests entirely on one person or group 
of people.  A dictator is not restricted by law, constitution or other social and political factors 
within the state. 

Characteristics of dictatorship 

  

1.       Total wipe of Democracy. There is no democracy and no right to view or speech. 
2.       Militarism as a means of achieving political goals. 
3.       Excessive use of terror and propaganda in order to enforce will and punish, arrest 

without trial and threat to bis opponent. 
4.       Anti- semi fire-excessive racial segregation 
5.       Personality cult. Dictatorship is characterized by excessive worshiping of a dictator, 

obey without a question. 
6.       Mass killings and genocides of the opponents 
7.       Absence of freedom of press. The dictator controls news papers, magazines, books 

and radios, TV stations. 
8.       Extreme nationalism and super patriotism. The glories of the nation are pictured as 

right and just. 
9.       Denial of international peace and cooperation to refrain from international peace 

arrangement. 

One of the factors that contributed to the rise of dictatorships was the Great Depression of 1929 – 
1933. 

An economic depression refers to a slump in the economy of the country.  In 1929 the economy 
of the entire world was hit by a period of depression therefore the great depression refers to the 
world wide business slump of the 1930’s characterized by high unemployment and low business. 

 FASCISM AND MUSSOLINI IN ITALY 
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Fascism was a political system that existed in Italy during the interwar period i.e. the First and 
the Second World War.  The Italian version of fascism was "fascio" meaning a group or squad of 
a few determined superior men.  In the period after world war one, the word Fascism was used to 
denote groups of people organized to fight communism and socialism by force.   

           Basic principles of Fascism:- 

   (a)   Extreme nationalism  

An emphasis was laid on building up the greatness and prestige of the Italian state, with 
the implication that one's own nation is superior to others. Thus the fascists wanted Italy 
to become a power in Europe. 

   (b)   A totalitarian system of government.  

The Fascist party removed all free election and banned all trade unions.  All 
communications and the press were restricted by the government.  All radio programs 
and newspapers were closely contoured by the state.  This was important to protect the 
interest of the state which was more important than the interest of the individual.  

   (c)    A one party state. 

All political parties except the Fascist party were banned so that Italy became a one party 
state like the Soviet Union.  All political meetings and associations were forbidden.  The 
Fascist party members were mostly the elite of the nation who would win mass support 
with thrilling speeches and skillful propaganda.  

   (d)   Economic self sufficiency. 

This was seen a precondition in the development of the state, the government had to 
direct the economic life of a country although this was not to be through public 
ownership of the means of production. 

    (e)  Military strength and violence. 

Military strength and violence were an integral part of life.Mussolini himself once 
remarked that, "Peace is absurd, fascism does not believe in it". Hence Mussolini fostered 
the myth that they had seized power by revolution 

    (f)  Opposed capitalism. 
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        Fascism was strongly against capitalism which was associated with exploitation and 
oppression.The Fascists hated western capitalist countries such as Britain and France.  

 RISE OF MUSSOLINI AND FASCISM IN ITALY 
Mussolini was born in 1883; he was a violent and headstrong boy.  He qualified as a 
teacher but soon he turned to journalism. Mussolini often remarked that Italy needed a 
dictator who will be able to make "a clean sweep". 

Several factors can be advanced to explain why Mussolini and his Fascist party gained 
political in 1922.  It should be emphasized that there was an atmosphere of general 
frustration in Italy. 

    (a)  The Italians had been disappointed by the outcome of the Paris peace settlement in 1915. 
Italy joined the Great War and for the allied powers who had promised her many 
territories such as Trenton, part of Dalmatian, Trieste etc.   Unfortunately Italy was not 
given all the territories she was promised.  The Italians felt cheated in view that the gains 
from the conference could not match the costs of the war.  The leadership was 
condemned as inefficient because it failed to defend the interest of the Italian.  

    (b)  Spread of communism and socialism. 

The growth of communism and socialism in Italy threatened the interests of the rich 
middle class.  The rich middle class was the most powerful group that owned factories 
and industries in Italy.  With the spread of the socialist propaganda to nationalize private 
enterprise, the economic interests of the middle class were threatened thus they gave their 
support to Mussolini whom they believed would stop the spread of communist. 

   (c)  Internal insecurity. 

Between 1919 and 1920, there was a wave of strikes accompanied by violence, coating of 
shops and occupation of factories by workers. Because of this it was clear that Italy 
needed a strong and determined leader which Mussolini seemed to be.  

   (d)  Mussolini’s character and personality. 

Mussolini had a strong character and personality and his fascist party was attractive to 
many sections of the Italian society Mussolini promised to store complete law and order, 
security and stability at a time when they were badly needed.  In addition Mussolini also 
promised to transform Italy into a great world power. 

THE VERSAILLES TREATY OF 1919. 
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The Versailles treaty refers to the particular clauses (conditions or principles) which were given 
to Germany and which were accepted and signed by Germany at Versailles in 1919. 

The Versailles treaty was one of the post war settlements through which the leading powers 
during the Paris conference hoped to restore peace on the European continent and to avoid 
another crisis like World War one. 

According to the peace markers (Britain, France and Russia) the Versailles treaty seemed to be 
an idea of peace settlement to the Germans, The treaty had a lot of unrealistic terms.  

TERMS OF THE VERSAILLES TREATY 

     1.  Germany armaments were strictly limited.  
Germany was only allowed a maximum of 100,000 troops just for domestic 
safety.  Germany was not allowed to own military tanks and military air craft’s. The 
intention was to weaken Germany militarily and prevent her, from revenging; this would 
maintain peace in continental Europe.  

    2.  War guilt clause. 

The peace makers blamed Germany for the outbreak of world war one. The war guilty 
clause fixed the blame of World War one only on Germany and her allies. 

     3.  War reparations. 

Germany was to pay reparations for the damage done to the allied powers.  The actual 
amount was not decided at Versailles but it was announced later that Germany was to pay 
6,600 million USA dollars in 1921.  This figure was too high to be effectively paid by a 
single country especially after the Great War.  

      4.  Loss of territories. 

Germany had to lose territories in Europe and Africa.  In Europe Germany lost Alsace 
and Lorraine to France.  In Africa Germany lost all her colonies such as Tanganyika, 
Togo, and Cameroon and present day Namibia which were taken and made mandate 
territories under the supervision of the League of Nations. 

      5.  Establishment of the League of Nations. 

The allied powers agreed to form an international organ which would maintain lasting 
peace in Europe.  This organ was the League of Nations that was established in 1920. 
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WAS THE VERSAILLES TREATY REALISTIC OR UNREALISTIC 

      UNREALISTIC 

     1.  Treaty was imposed on Germany. 

The treaty was forced upon the Germans at Versailles where they were simply presented 
with terms and told to sign without opposing.  The allied powers especially France were 
given many chances to criticize Germany but the Germans were not given any chance to 
defend themselves. 

     2.   Disarmament 

The disarmament was strongly objected by the Germans claiming that 100,000 troops 
were to maintain law and order at a time of political uncertainty.  The Germans became 
more aggrieved, later as it became clear that other powers were not disarming. 

     3.  War guilty clause 

The war guilt clause was also contested by the Germans on the grounds that Germany 
alone was to blame for the outbreak of world war one.  The Germans argued that if other 
powers had not acted the way they did like forming counter alliances perhaps World War 
one would have been avoided.  

    4.   War reparations 

The war reparations were the final humiliation for the Germans.The allied powers forced 
Germany to pay 6,600 million dollars.  The figure was too high to be effectively paid by 
a single country especially after world war one. 

     5.   Repartitioning of Germany. 

Another weakness of the Versailles treaty lay in the repartitioning of Germany whereby 
Germany was forced to lose her territories to other European countries for example the 
port of Dazing was given to Poland therefore subjecting some Germans to polish control. 

      6.  Dominated by the three big powers. 

The Versailles treaty was not fair because the revolutions had been dominated by the 
three big powers i.e. Britain, France and the U.S.A.  It’s even clear that the resolutions 
favored Britain and France at the expense of Germany for example France gained 15 
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years custody of the Saar valley which was rich in coal while Britain gained some of the 
mandate territories like Tanganyika. 

REALISTIC 

In spite of the above weakness and unfairness one can strongly argue that the Versailles treaty 
was fair to some extent. 

     1. It was fair to the French to regain Alsace and Lorraine which Germany had forcefully 
annexed following their defeat in 1871.  This region was so rich in terms of coal and 
supported the French industrial revolution. 

     2. The treaty gave freedom to small nationalities that had been subjected to foreign 
domination for so long for example Poland was given her independence.  

    3. The treat forced Germany to disarm because; if it was not disarmed it would have been very 
difficult to maintain continental peace because Germany was capable of troubling Europe 
shortly thereafter. 
 
4. It was fair for Poland a land locked country to be given access to the sea if it was to 
gain economic stability. 

NB: - Its worth noting that the French representatives had used the treaty not for achieving 
lasting peace in Europe but to revenge on Germany for defeating France in 1871.  It is the 
unfairness in this treaty that caused future trouble for Europe and the world. 

       THE ORIGINS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION OF 1929 – 1933 

The crisis of 1929 – 1932 was the most profound crisis of capitalist production.  It took European 
economies for four years.  The crisis struck deeper in the United States of America. 

Various causes account for the occurrence of the Great Depression. 

    (a) Wall street crushes 

Wall Street is a street in New York City where buying and selling of shares takes 
place.  The Wall Street crush marked the beginning of the Great Depression.  The prices 
of shares were increasing rapidly forcing people to buy more and more shares, but 
suddenly the prices of shares started to fall drastically and the people had bought so many 
shares started to sell them at give away prices.  Large number of individuals and 
enterprises who had lent out money to the capitalists to make an interest ran bankrupt 
because the capitalists failed to pay back the loans.  
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   (b)  Over production in the United States of America. 

After world war one the USA became the leading economic power.  In the 1920’s 
American factories and farmlands produced more and more products expecting world 
trade to continue to expand.  Due to increased production that lacked enough demands, 
prices of commodities declined reducing profits, capitalists responding by cutting down 
production which led to reduction of the work force leading to widespread 
unemployment. 

    (c)  Nature of capitalists’ production 

The capitalists believed in the Laissez faire policy whereby the government does not 
intervene in economic activities, due to the tendency of capitalists to compete with one 
another; they tend to produce more than the existing demands which leads to fall in prices 
and therefore the fall in profits forces the capitalists to reduce production and close their 
factories which leads to unemployment. 

   (d)  Concentration of wealth in the hands of the minority and poverty in the hands of the 
majority 
This lead to disproportion between investment and consumption. Due to poverty there 
will be inadequate demand which forces prices to fall leading to reduction in profits thus 
the capitalists are forced to reduce production and reducing the workforce which leads to 
widespread unemployment.  

    (e)  Interdependence of countries. 

Due to the interdependence of countries, a crisis in one country was bound to have 
serious consequences in another country. This explains why the Wall Street crush in the 
USA forced her to withdraw the loans that she had lent out to European countries hence 
having disastrous consequences in the European countries for example Germany failed to 
pay the war reparations.  

    (f)  Protectionist policies. 

Poor economic policies like protectionism were also for causing the Great depression. 
The USA during the inter war period pursued protectionism whereby it carried out 
discriminative policies against world economies. The USA introduced the “MC cumber 
tariff” in 1922 to shelter her economies against imports from other nations. 

     (g) Effects of World War 1. 
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The effects of world war one also contributed to the outbreak of the Great 
Depression.World war one lead to high production, low prices and profits hence was 
contributing to the Great Depression. 

IMPACT OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION ON EUROPE AND AMERICA 

(Factors for rise of dictatorship) 

The Great Depression had a tremendous impact on the metropolitan economies for a period of 
four years. The effects are the following:- 

    (a)  Massive unemployment. 

The Great Depression was characterized with low prices that let to reduction in profit; the 
decline in profits compelled the capitalists to retrench workers thus leading to Massive 
unemployment rose from 3.2% in 1929 to 24.9% in 1939. 

    (b)  Decline in production. 

There was a massive fall in the level of production activities; the Great Depression was 
characterized with falling prices and profits which forces the capitalists to reduce 
production and in some cases to close their industries and factors. 

    (c)  Widespread poverty. 

The Great Depression led to widespread poverty both in the United States of America and 
Europe.  Poverty was due to low purchasing power which was caused by massive 
unemployment. 

   (d)  Collapse of the agricultural sector. 

The Great Depression contributed to the collapse of the agricultural sector, the fall in 
production was caused by the rising prices of farm implements such as tractors and 
fertilizers.  Due to the rise of prices, farmers could not purchase the farm implements thus 
contributing to the collapse of the agricultural sector. 

    (e)  Inflation 

The Great Depression contributed to widespread inflation in both the United States of 
America and Europe. The Great Depression was characterized by low levels of 
production which later on pushed up prices due to rising demand for goods. In 1929 
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countries such as Germany and Britain were characterized by hyper inflation that reduced 
the value of their currencies. 

    (f)  Collapse of international trade 

The Great depression contributed to the decline of international trade because it was 
associated with hyper inflation which contributed to loss of the value of money thus 
discouraging trade among countries.  The Great depression also contributed to the 
collapse of many commercial banks, this too contributed to the collapse of international 
trade. 

    (g)  Rise of dictatorship in Europe for example Italy and Germany 

    (h) Decline in working conditions. 

NAZISM IN GERMANY 

The world Nazism comes from the world “Nazi” which was a popular abbreviation for a member 
of Adolf Hitler’s political party called the National socialist party. Nazism was a dominant 
political system that arose during the inter war period.  It was dominant in Germany. 

Characteristics of Nazism 

    (a) The destruction of democracy. 

The National socialist party removed all free elections and banned all trade unions.  All 
communications and the press were restricted by the government.  All radio programs 
and news papers were closely controlled by the state. 

    (b) Adoption of a one party state. 

All political parties except the National socialist party were banned, so that the Germany 
became a one party state like the Soviet Union.  All political meetings and associations 
were forbidden.  

     (c) Glorification of the military. 

There was creation of a large and strong military and police machinery.  Hitler created a 
huge police force and a tough secret police called the "Gestapo".  After 1933 Hitler 
withdrew Germany from the League of Nations and embarked on a policy of rearmament. 

     (d) Racism 
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The Nazi philosophy always emphasized Germany hatred for all foreign races especially 
the Jews.  German text books were rewritten to fit in with the Nazi philosophy; the most 
obvious were History and Biology. History was distorted to reflect Hitler’s views that 
great thing can only be achieved by using force while Biology was dominated by the 
Nazi race theory which reflected the greatness of Germans as opposed to other 
nationalities. 

      (e) Expansionism 

            Hitler’s political party had two political aims,:- 

-         Re–uniting Germany that had been split by the allied powers in 1919. 

-         Obtaining for Germany a leading role in Europe in the form of oversees 
colonies. 

In March 1938 Germany troops entered Austria without resistance and controlled it for seven 
years. They again over ran Czechoslovakia with little resistance and in 1939 they invaded Poland 
with the aim of liberating one million Germans. 

     (f) Dominated by totalitarianism.  

Nazism was dominated by totalitarianism, Nazism believed that, “nothing should be 
above the state, nothing outside the state and nothing against the state” Hitler used to 
make remarks like, believe! Obey! Fight” 

     (g) Against capitalism. 

Nazism was strongly against capitalism which was associated with exploitation and 
oppression.  The Nazis hated Western capitalist countries such as Britain and France. 

REASONS FOR THE RISE OF NAZISM IN GERMANY 

     (a) The effects of the Versailles treaty. 

The treaty was too harsh for Germany, for example it involved the partitioning of 
Germany and forcing her to pay reparations that were fixed at 6.5 million pounds.  Hitler 
promised to overthrow the Versailles treaty and rebuild Germany into a great power 
again, hence the majority of Germans turned to Hitler and the Nazi party. 

    (b) The effects of the Great Depression. 
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The economic hardships brought about by the great depression shook the basis of the 
Weimar republic’s existence.  Between 1929 and 1933, the unemployment problem 
worsened for example 6 million Germans were unemployed.  The USA withdrew her 
loans scheme from the Germans which led to the decline in wages and fall in industrial 
production.  The majority of the Germans turned to Nazism. 

     (c) The weakness of the Weimar republic. 

The Weimar republic was declared after Kaiser William 11 fled in 1918.  It was the first 
democratic republic with a democratic constitution.However the republic had a 
democratic constitution. However the republic had so many problems for example it 
lacked support from the Germans because they argued that it accepted the humiliating 
and unpopular Versailles treaty with its harsh terms consequently most of the Germans 
supported the Nazi party.  

     (d) Effects of world one. 

The defeat of Germany in the Great War frustrated many Germans.  Germans nationalists 
like Hitler often remarked that Germany was not defeated, but simply betrayed by the 
Kaiser’s government. There was widespread discontent in Germany, there was low 
production that led to scarcity of goods therefore contributing to hyper inflation for 
example in 1923 one British pound was equivalent to 20,000,000,000,000 marks where 
as in 1918 it was only 20 marks with all these hardships, the Germans turned to Hitler. 

    (e) The fear of a socialist’s revolution. 

The bourgeoisie supported the Nazi party with the hope that it will keep out the 
communist policies and communism itself.  Communism advocates for nationalization of 
private enterprises and redistribution of wealth hence the bourgeoisie decided to support 
Hitler who will protect their enterprises. 

     (f) The role of Hitler. 

As soon as Hitler was appointed chancellor, he banned all political parties and declared 
the Nazi party as the only legal party thus playing a leading role to the rise of Nazism in 
Germany.  

FACTORS FOR THE RISE OF HITLER INTO POWER IN GERMANY 

Adolf Hitler was born in 1889 at Breionav, Austria Hungary on the border with Germany. Hitler 
earned his living by painting and selling post cards which obviously earned him little profits.  In 
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spite of this humble beginning and miserable experiences, Hitler became an outstanding 
politician and dictator on the European continent 

Several factors helped Hitler to rise to power:- 

    (a)  Popularity of the Nazi party. 

The Nazi party was popular in Germany especially between 1932 and 1933.  The party 
raised the hopes for national unity, revising a prosperous economy and improving the 
living conditions particularly for the unemployed.  The party got support from the rich 
middle class namely the professionals, merchants, civil, servants and other white collar 
workers. 

    (b) Antipathy against the Versailles treaty. 

Hitler became popular among the Germany nationalists because he promised to 
overthrow the Versailles settlement.  Hitler reminded the Germans that the treaty would 
not be morally accepted because it discounted Germany yet it case Bismarck time and 
blood to build. 

    (c)  The communist threat. 

The big capitalists of Germany saw in Hitler the protection of their interests against the 
communists and the socialists. Communism and socialism had grown too strong in 
Germany because they advocated for nationalization and redistribution of wealth. 

    (d)  Economic problems. 

The economic hardships brought about by the great depression and world war one had 
disastrous effects in the Germans.  There was general discontent and frustration which 
undermined people’s confidence in the Weimar Republic because it had no solutions, 
hence the Germans turned to Hitler. 

    (e)  Strong personality. 

It must be borne in mind that Hitler had a strong character in relation to his political 
opponents in 1933.  He was the most powerful diplomatic figure in Germany politics and 
an orator of the 20th century.  He was so attractive to the Germans by his propaganda and 
political speeches.  He exploited the corruption and mismanagement of the Weimar 
Republic.    
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     (f) The weakness of the Weimar republic. 

The Weimar republic was declared after Kaiser William II fled in 1918.  It was the first 
democratic republic with a  democratic constitution.  However the republic had so many 
problems for example it lacked support from the Germans because they argued that it 
accepted the humiliating and unpopular Versailles treaty with its harsh terms 
consequently most of the Germans supported the Nazi party. 

     (g) Effects of world war one. 

The defeat of Germany in the Great War frustrated many Germans.  German nationalists 
like Hitler after remarked that Germany was not defeated, but simply betrayed by the 
Kaisers government.  There was widespread discontent in Germany ; there was low 
production that led to scarcity of goods therefore contributing to hero inflation for 
example in 1923 one British pound was equivalent to 20,000,000,000 marks where as in 
1918 it was only 20 marks, with  all these hardships, the Germans turned to Hitler. 

EFFECTS OF FASCISM AND NAZISM IN EUROPE 

      1. Outbreak of world war two. 

The expansionist polices pursued by Mussolini had a great to play in the outbreak of the 
Second World War.  Hitler and Mussolini wanted to control the whole world.  Hitler 
attacked Australia, Czechoslovakia and finally Poland.  The attack of Poland forced 
Britain and France to drop the appeasement policy and declare war on Germany that 
caused world war two.  

     2.  Rise of dictators on the European continent. 

The political systems of Nazism and Fascism contributed to the rise of dictators on the 
Europe continent. The governments of Germany and Italy were characterized with the 
absence of democracy.  The press was under state control, political meetings and 
associations were prohibited.  There was no freedom of speech.  

     3.  Collapse of the League of Nations. 

The policies of Hitler and Mussolini contributed greatly to the collapse of the League of 
Nations.  The two leaders ignored the resolutions of the league, Italy attacked Ethiopia in 
1935, and Germany attacked Austria in 1934 and Poland in 1939.  The actions of Hitler 
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and Mussolini weakened the League of Nations and accounted for the eventual collapse 
in 1945. 

    4.  Weakened the economies of Europe.  
      Nazism contributed to the decline of the economy of Germany and other European nations. 
Nazism contributed to the   outbreak of the Second World War that contributed to widespread 
insecurity that disrupted economic activities.The European powers also invested many resources 
in the war, which contributed to their decline as world powers. 

    5.   Terror and violence. 

The policies of Nazism and Fascism brought terror and violence in Europe.  Nazism was 
associated with racial segregation.  The Germans believed that their race was the most 
superior race, they argued that the Jews were contaminating their race hence there is a 
need to eliminate them.  Hitler killed many Jews in concentration camps; it is believed 
that six million Jews direct died in Nazi hands. 

     6.   Abolition of free market economy. 

The policies of Hitler and Mussolini contributed to the abolition of the free market policy 
in Germany and Italy.  The state controlled the economy through price controls and 
quotas.  There was also creation of massive public work as a strategy to address the 
unemployment problem.  

     7.  Rise of Zionism.  

The actions of Hitler to kill many Jews in concentration camps led to the formation of 
Zionist movement, this movement aimed at uniting all the Jews and settles them in 
Palestine.  This movement started in the late 19th century and reached its peak in 1948 
after Hitler’s Holocaust. This led to the establishment of the state of Israel.  The 
movements name is derived from Zion, the will on which the temple of Jerusalem was 
located. 

 

THE RISE OF SOCIALISM 

 

Socialism refers the fifth mode of production proposed by Karl-max, 1818 – 1883 where by all 
major means of production like Land, bank, industries etc. are public owned and there should not 
be Exploitation between man and man and the highest stage of socialism is called 
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Communism.  Therefore socialism began in Europe after the industrial development led to the 
rise of the two antagonistic social users which where the proletariat(workers) and the capitalist or 
factory owners , especially after the industrial new there were intensive exploitation of workers 
led workers to form their union / working trade union to demand for their rights e.g. Britain there 
was the rise of Chartism and Laddish and in France the inspiration of socialism was brought by 
the French new of 1989 which advocated for liberty, equality and fraternity to all, hence 
socialism was practiced in every part of the world , such as in Europe, Asia and Africa and it was 
most successful in Russia and other parts of eastern Europe, China, Northern Korea, Cuba and 
Africa. 

  

   AIMS / GOALS / OBJECTIVE OF SOCIALISM 

1.Fulfilling its aim by placing all major means of production in the hands of the people 
directly or through government ownership. 

2.   Making resource available i.e. Oil, natural resources like minerals etc to be used 
according to the needs of the people. 

3.  Replacing capitalism with socialism where capitalism was seen as an evil of mode of 
production in the society which used to make society not to enjoy in their life. 

4.  To create a strong workers party; this will control the government on behalf of all people 
in the society. 

5.  Eliminating exploitation of man by man, humiliation, segregation, oppression in the 
society. 

UTOPIAN SOCIALISM 

UTOPIA 

This means somewhere, no where land imaginary which individual think of doing but it is 
not; therefore Utopia is like Smith imaginary where things should be obtained imaginary and 
not practically while Utopia socialism thought. 

Refers to early ideas of socialism that developed in Europe particularly in Britain and France 
Motivated mainly by the problem of industrial class resulted from industrial revolution of the 
first phase, the pro pounders /founders of autopian socialism thought were people like count 
Henry de Saint Simon, Charter Fomlio Robert Owen, Louis Blano, Thomas  more and Tomes 
comparative.  
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THE MAIN IDEAS OF THESE SOCIALIST THINKERS 

1.    COUNT HENRY DE SEINT SIMON (1760 -1825). 

He advocated the state ownership of pond process and distribution of goods and the state 
should pay according to one attribute i.e. paying base on experience skills and 
professional.  

2.    CHARLES FOURIER (1772 -1837). 

He proposed the re-organization of the society into a democratic self governing unit of 
about four hundred families which should be self sufficient economically and that 
distribution of the profit must be done in liberal minimum i.e. the profit must be given to 
each in definite proportion to the community depending on labour, talent and capital.  

3.    ROBERT OWEN (1771 – 1838). 

He advocated the re-organization of the society in a group of about 500 – 3000 people; 
these society should own and use in common all major means of production for the well 
being of all members of the community or group and such community should be 
agricultural society and also carry out other occupation so as to render it near self 
sufficient. 

4.    LOUIS BLANO. 

He proposed that the state should be reconstructed or re-organized on a democratic base, 
should supply working men with instruments of labour and every individual had a natural 
right to work for his own benefits but he cannot find employment on just terms at the 
hand of private individuals rather the state should were to its help i.e. the state is 
responsible to find a job for his people and replace or eliminate the private individuals/ 
capitalist; so if the state eliminate the private individual there should not be competition 
among workers. 

5.   THOMAS MORE (1478 – 1535). 

He was English states man and philosopher who saw capitalism as an exploitative 
system.  He concluded that equality and happiness was not possible for women under 
capitalism he also advanced the ideas that the private ownership of the major means of 
production should be abolished and the society should be reorganized of collective 
ownership of means of production and collective labour. 

6.   THOMASO COMPANELLA (1568 – 1639). 
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He named his imaginary society as “the city of the son”; where in this society there 
should be no exploitation of man by man, people should not be slaves but the owners of 
capital, and social progress would be base on science and the rules of such society and to 
be scientist too. 

NOTE:- 

Utopian socialism was a view which opposed class struggle and revolutionary means because 
they believed that negotiations between the capitalist and workers would be the solutions for the 
capitalist to change the way of exploitation to workers and be a friendly mode of production to 
workers. 

CONTRIBUTION OF UTOPIAN SOCIALISM TO THE RISE OF SOCIALISM 

  1.They criticized capitalism by showing that capitalism was not a good mode of production 
because is too exploitative workers and majority who do not own means of 
production.  The Utopianist argued workers to re–organize to the mode which will fit 
to their life.  

   2.  They proposed on a move of human economic set up.  The Utopianist wanted 
reorganization of the society and mostly liked a society characterized by collection. 

   3.   Utopianist expressed the features of ideal society for the good future of the society in 
which such ideal society must not be ex-send by exploitation of man by man, 
oppression, humiliation, segregation and should maintain natural rights. 

   4.  They conscioutised and awake and the society to protest against capitalism because 
capitalism is a bad mode of period which cannot feet in the society due to its evils 
like humiliation, exploitation and segregation. 

  5.  They lay a foundation to the rise of scientific socialism which come into existence after 
it had learn the failure of utopian socialism e.g. The failure to use class struggle and 
revolutionary means to overthrow capitalism. 

CONTRIBUTION OF UTOPIAN TO THE RISE OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 

     1.  Utopianist concerned the evils of capitalism such as exploitation, humiliation 
oppression, and segregation and exposed its weakness to the society that; capitalism 
is the bad system and it should be fought in the society by all people in order to end 
its evils like exploitation, humiliation, oppression and segregation. 
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    2.  Utopianist led to a foundation for the beginning of scientific socialism where by 
Utopianist provided the over for scientific socialism especially the idea of Utopian 
thinkers which was re-organization of a society so once scientific socialism come in it 
based on such theories. 

    3.  Utopianist socialism created awareness and consciousness among the workers of the 
world by guiding and directing them to the directions to be done in order to fight 
capitalism in the future e.g. workers were consciotized to unite together and fight 
together for their common enemy until they win because workers have nothing to lose 
except to gain. 

    4. Utopianist provided some ideologies like command economy; where by the state should 
control the economy and organize the economy but also state should be able to 
organize the formation of organization to the ideal society, hence scientific socialism 
come to existence because on those ideologies like the state should be the one that 
controlled the economy on behalf of the people.  

   5.  Utopianist provided a lessons to the capitalist to get prepared in the future of 
exploitation of workers would continue because worker would not tolerate with such 
exploitation rather they have to protest such exploitation and if possible to over throw 
the system hence scientific socialism come to base on such lesson provided by 
Utopianist. 

    6.Utopian duped a theory of scientific socialism out of an experience of utopian thinking 
hence socialism become scientific socialism when the two variables were adopted in 
its value i.e. this were directs and historical materialism.   

   7.Utopian socialism feared bloodshed and that is why they depended on moral persuasion 
to being about socialism because they feared war as the only alternative way to 
remove capitalism system in the society. 

   8.  Utopian were too theoretical and idealistic without any clear means to achieve and 
implement the ideology and theories.   

    9.  Utopian lacked mass support from the mass because they occurred during the 
premature workers period of the early phase of industrial revolution which most 
workers were still illiterates /ignorant to know and fight for their rights e.g. during 
Luddism where majority of workers were ignorant.  

SOURCES OF UTOPIAN SOCIALISM 
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The source of Utopian socialism was due to industrial and its effects during the development of 
capitalism in Europe as follows:- 

1.Poor conditions of the facing system e.g.there were long working hours,Absence of model 
service, low wages, poor transport, child labor etc. 

2.Poor working conditions and living conditions problem. People lived in congested house 
with poor ventilation, sleeping on the Float a socialist theory of Michael Hegel a 
Germany philosopher. 

THE FAILURE / WEAKNESS OF UTOPIAN SOCIALISM 

Utopian socialism had pointed out many problem social, economic, and political problems which 
faced the society but had one solutions or answers to those problems faced a society could be 
achieved through so utopian socialism failed to achieve their goals which they aimed as 
discussed below.  

     1.    The use of wrong method of reforming the system. This was because Utopianist 
prefer the use of discussion , morality ,negotiation or persuasions so it could be 
practically impossible to achieve socialism by using negotiations because capitalism 
is based on exploitation, limitation oppression and segregation and it could not totally 
to be removed or formed by using wrong method or reformed by using wrong method 
unless through class struggle and revolutionary likewise Utopian socialist hated class 
struggle and evolutional means as one of the way to achieve socialism.  

   2.      Utopian socialist had a false way of hoping the attain / achieve better society by 
relying on the good will of the rich or capitalism to change the life of poor people in 
the society and sometimes on the lavender but also they were faced with problem of 
famine and hunger while living in acute poverty. 

  3.     Advancement is science and technologies which removed many workers from their 
employment during the industrial rev.  Many workers went on losing their jobs and 
the chances of getting bank their employment were limited. 

  4.       Mass dispossession. Majority of people were deprived from owning the major means 
of period and they were made as laborers for industrial owners. 

  5.      Refer to the effect of industrial revolution to workers.  

OBJECTIVES / AIMS / OF A UTOPIAN SOCIALIST 
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Utopian socialist addressed themselves to the problems which were created by industrial 
revolution therefore the general objectives were to reform the capitalist system and make it 
possible to the needs of poor people in the society as elaborated below,;- 

     1.  It aimed at elimination of private property which insists/instigate on exploitation, 
oppression and segregation to the majority in the society. 

      2.  It aimed at creation of society under which exploitation and oppression do not exist 
but people in such society will live in harmonious life.  

     3.   It aimed at provision of social welfare to the people especially the poor people. This 
can be verified when the utopians wanted the owners of the capital to care for the 
poor people by providing them with social welfare such as free milled , free, 
settlement, free medicine, free education etc. 

In short the major aim of a utopian socialism was to reform the capitalist by 
eliminating all evils created in the society by capitalism & make people in the society 
living in harmonious life where by life which are full of happiness, equality etc.  

                                             SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 

      This was advocated by Karl Max (1818 – 1883) and his friend Fredrick Angles who was born 
in (1820 – 1895) who was aimed at destructing capitalism and establishing a dictatorship state of 
workers (proletarians) hence scientific socialism was the one which put socialism into practice in 
the world as the case study was in Russia after the Russian revolution of Oct. 1917. Scientific 
socialism contained scientific principles of building socialism and philosophical basis of the 
class struggle and revolution e.g. act (means).  These founders of scientific socialism believed 
that socialism can be attained through class struggle and revolutionary means so there should be 
the struggle between the workers and the capitalist in which workers should struggle to take 
control of the state and the major means of production while the capitalist wanted to remain 
dominant. 

      Ultimately there should be the revolution by workers (proletariats) to take control of the state 
and major means of production, so Karl max, Fredrick Engels and Later Vladimir Lenin 
succeeded to make a revolution and build socialism in Russia in Oct. 1917 after the Bolshevik 
revolution. Following the Bolshevik revolution in Russia Oct. 1917 Socialism came into 
reality/existence through class struggle and revolution action in which the capitalist was 
overthrown in Russia. 

Max and Angels wanted workers to make revolution and establish dictatorship state of workers 
in which worker could seize or get political power and establish socialism but later socialism 
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should transform to its highest stage of communism , hence Max , Angels, Lenin and other 
socialist theorists saw socialism as a traditional stage so they wanted a society to establish 
communism in which a society would be classless, state less and would be no private ownership 
of the major means of production. Society under communion would be provided with all needs 
and each individual will contribute according to his talent or ability. Also under communism 
there should be ideal society whereby would be no exploitation of man by man, labor power of 
workers would stop to be a commodity because workers will be working for themselves and for 
their society as a whole. The private property under socialism after proletariat revolution must be 
nationalized by the state controlled by workers and the major means of production such as banks, 
miner, transport and communication, industries and plantations must be under the control of 
workers through state super vision. 

         Large scale of import – export should be also under the public control in a society for the 
benefit of all people especially poor people in the society, under socialism after scientific 
socialism, property must be divided into two i.e. personal property and public property in which 
the public property must include all nationalized properties from the capitalist like banks, 
factories etc while the other personal property must product and labour intended for personal 
consumption. 

KARL MAX MAJOR IDEAS 

In his analysis Max observed the followings:- 

(i)    Exploitation of man by man was a feature of capitalism. 

(ii)   It could not be possible to persuade the capitalist to stop its evils like exploitation, 
humiliation, oppression and segregation. 

(iii)  What was to be done to put an end of capitalism in which the major means of production 
was to be put under the control of workers for their benefits and was only through class 
struggle and revolutionary actions. 

(iv)  History has been a process of change through class struggle, so workers and other people in 
a society should struggle to end the system of capitalism and write a new history in a 
society. 

(v)   Capitalist are to be over threw by the exploited class who are oppressed, humiliated and 
exploited, in order to establish socialism. 

(vi)   All wealth and property in the society is created by labor of the working class who in 
capitalism own neither factory nor tools of production, hence workers should write 
together to own and control wealth and property created by labor power. 
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(vii)      The personal greatly and selfishness at the people must be replaced by religion and other 
ideas of ideal society.  

(viii)    Workers own only their labor power which they do sell to the capitalist as a commodity 
so they live only by working to the capitalism hence they must unit together to fight 
capitalism and eliminate all like bank industries etc in order for workers to enjoy for their 
life.  Max argued that capitalism was creating condition to socialism to exist because of 
the evils of capitalism in the society and also argued that once all capitalist class had been 
broken and overthrown then no longer any exploitative class in society rather socialism 
would have reduced in climax (peak) and dictatorship of  proletariat  would not be 
necessary in the society rather socialism had to transform to its highest stage known as 
communism in which the following characteristics, features or elements should be 
observed.  

         (i)   Production is at the highest stage and according to his needs.  

        (ii)   Classless society would come to existence. 

        (iii)   Manual and intellectual labor would have no difference. 

        (iv)   The difference between town and country (rural) would be eliminated. 

        (v)    All other qualities produced by capitalism would be eliminated. 

        (vi)   There must be high science and technology in society. 

      (vii)   There would be no law, police, prison or army because under communalism there 
is no need of having state and     instruments of force.  

MAX AND PROLETARIATES (working class) 

Socialism has propounded by Karl Max become attractive to working class more than other 
socialist in the world, hence the following were the suggestions of Max to the workers. 

(i)   Max organized the first group of socialist from different countries which was known as 
International working class of the socialist formed on 1864 in London. 

(ii)  Max manifests become wide spread as the socialist document in the world, calling all 
workers of the world to unite together and fight capitalism with its evils until they 
win because labor (chains). 
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(iii)  From 1848 there were a lot of revolutions in the world including France, China etc. 
where by the workers were demanding for their rights 15 years after the end of the 
first international , 2nd  international workers must was found under Fredrick Engels 
because Max has died so in 1893 the 2nd international workers must was put into 
practice in Switzerland which was attended by socialist must of different countries 
who represented their countries e.g. in Russia there was the social democratic 
party  which was under V.I Lenin. Later on VI Lenin carried out the first socialist 
revolution in Russia. 

Generally Max interpretation of history indicated that socialist revolution could take 
place first in the most highly development countries like Britain and France however 
this did not happen due to many reasons such as;- 

           (i)    Improvement of working condition of workers. 

(ii)   Introduction of collective bargaining. 
 
(iii)  Introduction of Western democracy etc. 
 
With those factors the first socialism occurred in Russian in Oct. 1917 after 
the Bolshevik revolution.  

  

THE THEORY OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 

This was written as scientific socialism when the communist manifest was published by Karl 
Max and Fredrick Engels.  The philosophical bases of scientific socialism  is class struggle and 
revolutionary action as the most effective way of building socialism, according to Max and 
Engels in the absence of class struggle and revolutionary action if is impossible to build 
scientific socialism.  From the analysis of Karl Max (1883 -1818) and Engels (1820 -1895) the 
following were observed.  

(i)  Destruction of capitalism can only be achieved by revolutionary actions and class 
struggle since exploitative class i.e. capitalist would not voluntarily surrender. 

(ii)   The working class  is the only revolutionary force capable of overthrowing capitalism 
because workers has the majority in the society but there the one who are exploited, 
humiliated, oppressed and own nothing except their labor power until  they win. 

(iii)  The working class will have to form a common front with its alliance with peasant and 
other progressive social groups must join together to over throw capitalism. 
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(iv)  Overthrown of capitalist state will be replaced by dictatorship of the proletariat which 
must defend and protect the interest of masses. 

(v)   The  government of workers must ensure the followings:- 

(a)  The major means of period and distribution of wealth and property are put in 
hands of workers and peasants.  

(b)   Labor is no longer treated as a commodity. 

(c)The economic structure must dissolve the contradictions in the society because the 
socialist government of workers must plan the economy for all people in the 
society. 

THE ORIGIN /GENESIS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 

(i)    German Ideology of dialectics. 

(ii)   The contribution of French revolution of 1789. 

(iii)   Utopian socialism with its ideal. 

(iv)   The English political economist. 

(v)    The contribution of Karl Max and Fredrick Engels.  

1.  Contribution of Germany Ideology of dialectics. 

This Ideology was put forward philosopher known as Michael Hegel whereby Hegel with his 
Ideology of dialect insisted on changes in the society is inevitable and always this changes arise 
out of contradictions, Hegel used three concepts to verify the theory of dialects which are thesis 
– Antithesis thesis from the German Ideology Max borrowed.  The concept of dialects  - and 
used them to develop the concept of Historical and direction materialism which is called correct 
outlook of the world, the concept of historical materialism stated that matter is in a constant 
motion or change and people should understand the laws governing nature.  Max Later 
concluded that the change from capitalism to socialism was inevitable even by revolution 
because the society as a matter keeps on a constant change. 

2.  Contribution of French revolution of 1789 in building socialism. 

The French revolution which advocated for equality force for the rise of scientific socialism, this 
was because after French had made a revolution it managed to establish French socialism which 
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stay for start time of only 72 days but it collapsed so Karl max fear its weaknesses involved in 
French socialism that the French socialism after the revolution of 1789 failed because it was led 
by idealistic way of thinking and not scientific approach. From this weakness Max disposed a 
scientific theory of building socialism which insisted workers to struggle not make revolution/ in 
order to remove   the capitalist more scientifically and not by emotion or immorality. 

3. Contribution of Utopian socialism. 

This intended to build socialism through moral approach / discussion / persuasion to the 
capitalist.  Karl Max criticized their wrong way/ approach that it was practically impossible 
to ask the exploiters to stop exploitation and oppression since they were the one who 
benefited of the capitalist system and usually capitalism operated through exploitation from 
this weakness Karl Max and Engels depend the method of class struggle and revolutionary 
action as the scientific way of building socialism in the world. 

4. The contribution of the English political economist 
The contribution of the English political economic from the English political economist 
Karl Max criticized them because of their weakness and because they were emphasizing 
capitalism in the society, there were like Adam Smith, David Ricardo and Robert 
Malthus because their theory justified capitalist exploitation in the society. 

     (a) Adam Smith 

In his book of the “wealth of the nations” published in 1776 said that all business and 
economic activities are regulated by the natural Laws which are the Law of supply and 
demand & the Law of competition that is in any business price will be fixed by the supply 
and demand; so Smith argued that every man should be free to do what he thought to be the 
best for himself e.g. to involve in business or to involve in capitalism. 

    (b) Robert Malthus. 

He was an Anglican clergyman who become a professor of economics in his book titled as 
“An essay on the principle of population” published in 1798 he wrote that the greatest 
obstacle to human progress was the increase of population, therefore he argued that 
population was increasing geometrically while production and food supply was increasing 
arithmetically e.g. 

Population                                Production and food supply 

2x                                            x 

4x                                            2x 
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9x                                            3x 

16x                                          4x etc 

Then he comes out with the possible solutions to the problems. 

(i)  He advocated wars, famine and hunger, diseases especially epidemic diseases etc. all 
these aimed to reduce population     size. 
 
(c) David Ricardo. 

 He advocated the theory of comparative advantages where in his book titled as “principle of 
political economy and taxation” of 1870 he recommended that each region as to 
dwell/continue on producing what is suitable for each region i.e.  Agrarian societies should 
remain agrarian and industrial societies should remain industrial. 

Therefore Karl Max come out with the theory of scientific which aspired for building a 
socialist state under exploitation of man by man, oppression, and segregation of people in a 
society should not exist. 

5. The contribution of Karl max and Fredrick Engels. 

These thinkers were the initiatives of scientific socialism who advocated their time to write 
and expand the idea of building socialism through the principle of scientific socialism hence 
the ideas of Max and Engels were taken and put into practice by people who aimed and 
volunteered to build socialism in the world history  e.g. Lenin, who built socialism in Russia 
after the Bolshevik revolution of Oct. 1917. 

PRINCIPLES OF BUILDING SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 

According to Karl Marx, construction of scientific socialism must be led by scientific 
principles these are economic base, mode of production, class conflict and class struggle, 
revolution strategy, agent of revolution. 
 
1. Economic base 

 The contribution of scientific socialism depended on economic base of particularly society 
according to Max if the economic is weak do not dream to build scientific socialism but if the 
economic base of a particular society is strong the scientific socialism will be constructed 
base in a society were economy, therefore the poor struggle to achieve better economic 
situation but if the economic base is weak no struggle of the society. 
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2. Mode of production. 

This is one of the determinant factor for building scientific socialism because mode of 
production determines human nature at a particular stage & conflict tend to exist in such 
mode of production e.g. in capitalism exploitation, humiliation and segregation are very 
high this led to antagonistic class struggle between the capitalists and the workers so the 
class conflict in capitalism become sharper and sharp created a conducive environment 
for socialism revolution.  Max concluded that scientific socialism is possible to be 
launched successful under capitalism because of its evils in the society. 

    3. Class conflict and class struggle. 

According to Max the production process determined the existence of class and class conflict 
which these two led to the rise of class struggle in the society and according to him the class 
difference and conflict is the result of economic factor or reasons therefore the class conflict. 
Class struggle and class are related to the questions like who produce what and who has got 
what.  This resulted to scientific socialism in order to end the class conflict and class struggle 
which the result of capitalism and its evils in the 
society.                                                                                 

     4.  Revolution strategy. 

By revolution we means the total overthrow of the rulling class from power and those who 
were rolled by that ruling class, so Max wanted workers to have a clear strategy like what 
time should the revolution take place and where to start the revolution and who should take 
power after the revolution.  

    5.  Agents of the revolution.  

According to Max scientific socialism must be led by most exploited and oppressed people 
who are the proletariat class because this class is the once which feels the pains of the 
capitalist like humiliations, segregation, oppression and exploitation. This class where they 
get tired of capitalism they must decide to overthrow the capitalism and thus why for Max 
the exploited class is the correct agent for the socialist revolution. 

SOCIALISM IN PRACTICE 

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IN OCT. 1917 

A revolution is a political term which can be defines as the total over throw of the existing 
government by those who were previously subjected to it.  The Russia socialist revolution took 
place in 26th Oct. 1917 under the Bolsheviks. This revolution however preceded by another 
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revolution which took place in Feb. 1917 but this was not successful like the Bolsheviks’ 
because of its weakness in the society/ to the Russians but both of these revolution come into 
existence because of the problems faced Russians b4 and during 1917. 

THE RUSSIAN SOCIETY BEFORE AND DURING 1917 

          1. Peasants 

This were the majority in Russia who used primitive method of cultivation like hand hoe 
without any mechanization in agriculture like the use of tractors, no use of machines for 
planting and harvesting;  

       (i)  The economy of the peasant was very Low because of the use of primitive 
methods of cultivation. 

    (ii) At the beginning of the 19th Russian agriculture was still low in comparison with 
other western European countries. 

     (iii)Land distribution was unfair because a large number of acres of land which 
belongs to the millions of peasants were taken by the ruling class and given to the 
few Land Lords who were about 30,000 hence there were serious Land shortage 
among the peasants which led them to support the Oct. 1917 revolution in Russia.  

           2. The Proletariat 

               (i)  This was a very small number of people in the 20th C. 

    (ii) This group of workers was concentrated in very few areas especially in towns. 

    (iii) They had very Low standard of Living because they earn a little. 

    (iv) Workers had to supplement their wages with cultivation of small  plots in the 
country side but also the cultivation was done by primitive way (hand hoe) hence 
they supported a revolution seriously in order to get out all these problems.  

          3.  The big Land Lords (Land Lords) 

This group comprised of the rural capitalist who own rural farms and most of the peasant 
had to work in their forms for their benefits and this group was small in number in 
Russian society.  

          4.  The capitalist class / Bourgeoisie class. 
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This class was weak and small which operated its economic activity by using foreign 
capital because Russia by that time were very much behind of the western industrial stage 
of capitalism so their influence to the ruling class was negligible.  

         5.  The Russian Orthodox Church. 

This comprises the bishops and upper clergy this Orthodox Church (class) had cooperated 
with the ruling class in Russia to oppress the normal Russians. 

         6.  The Adminisrators. 

This class composed of the Tsa (csar) or the King and the nobility, in this class the 
parliament (DUMA) had unlimited power because it based only on restricted electorate 
and its role was to make Laws and order only while all the powers of implementing those 
powers were given to the ruling class under the Tsay. The revolution intended to 
overthrow the ruling class, hence the revolution of Russia was took place when Russian 
was partially feudal state in Rural areas and partiality a capitalist state especially in urban 
areas however a large percent of Russia was under feudalism. 

Socialist ideas were introduced in Russia by political socialist who were in exile and who made 
socialist from other countries. 

NOTE:  The Russia Revolution was led by a social democratic Labor party which some years 
before revolution had already split  into two groups which are the Bolsheviks and Men shevicks 
however both of them agreed that at feudal and at capitalist revolution was necessary for 
establishing socialist. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEN SHEVICKS AND BOLISHEVICKS 

    Men shevicks, these socialist thought that contradictions in Russia were not ripe for socialist 
revolution due to Lack of Large industrial working class and industrial sector, So they felt that 
capitalist should led the revolution against feudalism in the country and later on workers will be 
able to gain experience for Later socialist revolution. 

   Bolsheviks, these are extreme socialist, this group was led by V.J. Lenin.  The Bolshevik 
criticized the men shevicks for treating Marxism as a dogma (doctrine) which means theories 
said by Marx should not be changed VI Lenin argued that Karl-max once said. In time of 
revolution there must be flexibility. 

This group believed that the capitalist could not play a progressive ant feudal lord in Russia 
because the capitalist asked with the ruling class under Tsa Nicholaus II to oppress, humiliate 
and exploit the normal Russians (Majority) hence Lenin and his group believed that the 
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revolution should be Learn by the party of the working class which must make alliance with the 
poor peasant. 

            In short the problems faced the Russians between 1860 up to 1917.  

       1. The peasants were not independent because they had no Land, they were exploited by the 
ruling feudal class, they were terribly living in poor conditions where by their life were 
very bad under acute poverty. 

      2.  There was not real freedom to the serfs who usually they offered their works to the feudal 
Lord but their life was in Low standard. 

     3.  Serfs were almost slaves where they had no rights in their life,  in spite of the 
emancipation of 1861 movement to demand for their rights but they were not given their 
rights but they were not given their rights e.g. not given Land, freedom of human rights 
etc and they continued to pay a fee for 49 years for the benefit of the ruling class.  

     4. The Russian society also faced a lot of problem in their life e.g. humiliation, segregation, 
exploitation oppression etc. where by the feudal ruling class in collaboration with 
capitalist and feudal lords used to humiliate, segregate and exploit the normal Russians.  

     5. Workers were not allowed to form their trade unions in order to demand for their rights 
despite of the problems they faced while working in industries. 

     6.  Russia was not well developed and it was characterized by backwardness economy and 
under development because during this the Russia was still depending on Agrarian 
economy. 

      7. Russian people were forced to pay high taxation   which led them to be deprived their 
rights and freedom of speech by Tsa regime, orthodox church and the feudal lords 
because Russians who had nothing to own were forced by the ruling class to pay high tax 
for their benefit. 

 8.There was a miserable life to all Russians e.g. people lived and sleeping in congested 
houses with no ventilation no sufficient food, no education to children, people were 
punished publicly by the feudal Lords etc, all these problems Led the people of 
Russia to support the Oct. 1917 revolution in Russia.  

CAUSES / FACTORS / REASONS / BACKGROUND FOR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF 
1917 

1. A poor leadership of Tsa Nicholaus II.   
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The poor leadership led to the Russian revolution of 1917. This is because when Russia was 
under the rule of Tsa Nicholaus II the capitalist and feudal Lords allied with the Tsa Nicholaus to 
exploit and oppress the ordinary people in Russian this ordinary people were poor, having no 
land, faced poor working condition hence the intensive exploitation and oppression by Tsa led 
the Russians to support the revolution in Oct. 1917. 

Moreover the Tsa regime refused to introduce Reforms and changes in Russia, These led Tsa 
Nicholaus to adopt a bogus or sham democracy which increased the problem in the society 
because in this democracy the Tsa would dissolve the DUMA at any time he wish to do so e.g. 
The fist DUMA was introduced in 1906 but dissolved in the same year by Tsa Nicholaus 
II  other Dumas which was introduced in 1907 lived for short period be being dissolved again, 
these led the increase of strikes, boycott and demonstrations and blood killings increased in 
Russia especially from 1905 which paved a way for Oct. 1917 revolution. 

2.The effects of the World War  1 of 1914 – 1918. 

The World War 1 accelerated to the Oct, revolution in Russia because during this war Russia 
allied with the triple entente of Britain, France and USA to fight against the triple alliance of 
Germany, Italy and Austria-Hungary. In the war Russian army which fought in the two general 
fronts which was in the East against Germany and South against Austria-Hungary but in his 
front  Russian army was defeated by Germany, where by many soldiers were lived and many 
others were wounded. But also the war increased expenditure which led the decline of economy 
in Russia while the coast of living increased e.g. workers in factories for long working hours to 
earn little in order for them to survive and goods distribution was inefficient which led long lines 
for bread in Russia cities especially in petrograd. 

This increased strikes of workers who demanded for bread, The war also led soldiers who were 
living in villages to increase strikes demanding for their rights which they were promised to be 
given after the war hence the increase of boycotts, demonstrations and strikes which become the 
all of the day in major cities led Tsa Nicholaus II to resign from power on March 1917 officially 
15/03/1917 and his power was taken by prince Lvov. 

3. The weakness of the formed provisional government. 

This was formed after the resignation of Tsa Nicholaus II had a lot of weakness 
revolution, Prince Lvov who assumed leadership on July 1917 and thereafter Kerensky 
led the provision government not interested to make changes in Russia and become un 
popular to the majority in Russia due to the followings:- 

      (a) This government was in favor of continuous WWI which could not loving peace in 
Russia while people were no longer with the war. 
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       (b) This government could not provide food and guarantee land to the majority in Russia. 

     (c) The government failed to solve the fundamentals  of Russians who were the majority like 
to remove inflection, un employment hence once Bolshevik come in exposed the 
weakness of the provisional government to the majority and succeeded to mobilize them 
for more support in 1917 Oct. revolution e.g. V.I Lenin who a lived in Russia April 1917 
from exile in Switzerland through Germany he organized the Bolshevik who promised 
them food, peace and land restoration therefore in Oct. 1917 the Masses allied with him 
in Bolshevik revolution. 

   4. The good and strong leadership of V.I Lenin and other committed socialist to make a 
revolution. 

The strong and committed leadership under the Bolshevik party led the revolution of Oct 
1917 because these Bolshevik leaders wanted nothing except the revolution e.g. Leaders 
like V.I Lenin, Joseph Stalin and Trotsky worked like a five in order to active a socialist 
revolution regardless a number of obstacle they faced like improvement, exile in Finland 
and Later on Switzerland, Trotsky escaped to America and Joseph escaped worked day 
and night even in exile and even when they come back secretly they did not surrender 
rather they continued until they succeeded  to make a revolution in Oct. 1917.  

E.g.  Lenin when he arrived from exile he outlived his program to the Bolshevik at the 
railways station in April 1917. 

     (i) Breads for workers, Land for workers, good life for Russians, good education for Russian 
children hence his program attracted the majority in Russia who supported him in a 
revolution. 

    5. The teaching of Karl-max and Engels. 

Contributed much in the Oct. 1917 Russian revolution because Max and Engels inspired 
a lot in the development of socialist thought in Russian e.g. in their famous books “ Das 
capital” and “Communist manifesto” Max and Engels spread the revolution ideas of 
establishing a communist state which would be out of capitalist evils hence it was those 
ideas that V.I Lenin used to implement in consciously Russians to participate in the Oct. 
1917 Russian revolution. In fact if Karl-max and Engels had not propounded the ideas of 
socialism then it could not be possible for socialism to be successful in Russia.  

      6.   The Russia – Japanese war (conflict) 1905. 

In this conflict/ war Russian was miserable defeated by Japan, this accelerated to Oct. 
1917 revolution in Russia because many Russian become annoyed and disappointed with 
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Tsar regime (government) and they lost hope with Tsa’s regime due to the fact that this 
war led to the decline of Russian economy, the life of normal Russian become difficult. 
Most of the soldiers were not given their good economic aspects like Land which were 
promised to be given after the war Russian government had to borrow money to run the 
government from the capitalist so all the people in Russia were to look for another 
alternative way to remove the Tsa regime from political power hence they supported Oct. 
1917 revolution.  

     7. The miserable economic condition of Russia.  
 
Before the revolution Russia was under feudalism in most parts of Russia except the few 
towns where a small number of workers worked under a foreign capitalist invested in 
Russia. So majority of Russians lived in acute poverty, faced with hunger and famine, 
natural calamities was common to the people of Russia all these miserable economic 
conditions in Russia promised people to ask for change so as to be in better life.  The 
only way for a change was through the Oct. 1917 Revolution.  

THE EFFECTS OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION TO RUSSIANS 

1. The revolution managed to over throw the provisional government of Kerensky and 
established the Bolshevik government under VI Lenin. 

2. Russia was immediately able to restore peace, security and bring unity among Russians after 
withdrawing from World War 1. 

3. Russia was nationalized all the private properties such as crow land, Land Lord Land, 
churches Land without compensation and gave it to the peasant through peasant 
committee. Likewise the foreign investments which was industries were nationalized but 
because the industries nationalized belongs to western power it led to the occurrence of 
the war between the white (Army of Western investors) against the Reds (Bolshevik 
army) from 1918 – 1920 however the Bolshevik won. 

4. The Church and the state were separated while religions and education in school was 
abolished (secular state). 

5. Class differences in the society were abolished in which equality between man by man, sexes 
was observed and a decree (Law) was passed against inheritance of property. 

6. The revolution led the communist of the Bolshevik party to be able to consolidate themselves 
in power by using different mechanism e.g. using special secret police called cheka, to 
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imprison, to kill or exile anti communist leadership where by some people exiled early 
and all anticommunist element in Russian society was eliminated. 

7. In 1921 Lenin introduced a special program known as the new economic policy (NEP) by 
which a limited degree of capitalism was allowed e.g. people were allowed to own small 
enterprises, small scale industry, not allowed  to own and control the key economic 
sectors e.g. banking, heavy industries, foreign trade etc. 

Addition: In promoting the development of the country the five years development plan was 
started by the Bolshevik starting from (1928 – 1932, 1932 – 1937, 1937 – 1942, 1942 
– 1947, 1947 – 1952).   In this program the Bolshevik mobilized people but also the 
Bolshevik were responsible to evaluate the success of the goals by directing people to 
involve in expected goals of development. 

8. The Bolshevik party had a socialist democratic structure for mass participation in discussion, 
decision making and implementation of the goals, this structure was from the grass root 
level to the national level which always ensured discipline and national unit within the 
party but it also directed Russian foreign policy, education and others in Russian society.  

THE IMPACT OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF OCT. 1917 WORLD WIDE 

1. The revolution led to spread of socialist & communist ideas in different parts of the world 
especially in eastern Europe Asia, Southern America and in Africa e.g. the spread of Asia 
to Asian where by several states emerged as a socialist state like China, North Korea, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Raos, Northern America to Cuba, Southern America it spread to 
Chile and in Africa was in Mozambique, Tanganyika, Angola, Ghana, Egypt etc. 

2. The Oct. revolution of 1917 Led to cold war politics in the world  between the Eastern camp 
led by USSR and the Western camp under U.S.A where by these two camps followed 
different ideology thus why led to the emergence of cold war politics. 

3. Revolution of 1917 led to the formation of military alliance between the eastern camp and 
western camp where each camp formed a military alliance to defend and e.g. the eastern 
camp with socialist ideology formed the WARSAW PACT in (1950’s) while the western 
camp with capitalism ideology formed NATO in 1948. 

4.The revolution of 1917 led to decolonization process in the colonized areas in Africa and Asia; 
where by Russia helped the nationalist morally and materially like provided food, money, 
advice and guns to the nationalist in order to defeat colonialism because Russia believed 
that colonialism and capitalism is like brother and sister due to the fact that it colonized 
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people, humiliating them, looking for labor, raw materials, expanding market in different 
colonized areas for the world. 

5. Russian revolution of 1917 led to nationalization of all private properties and wealth in other 
socialist countries in the world e.g. private property are land, bank, factory were 
nationalized and put under the control of the government in different socialist country for 
the benefit of the people in those countries . 

6. The revolution of 1917 led to formation of NAM (Non Aligned Movement) in the third world 
countries or poor nations where by these poor countries formed NAM in order to 
government economic, political, social and technical assistance from both socialist and 
capitalist countries. 

7. The revolution of 1917 led to the emergence of the two enmity blocks in the system of 
production and administration where by the socialist invited themselves under the eastern 
bloc while capitalism led the followers of the system to unite themselves under the 
western block, this two block existed until early 1990’s when socialism collapsed in 
Russia due to economic and political reforms occurred in the world. 

EFFECTS OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IN AFRICA 

1. It intensified/ increased ant colonial struggles for those who were fighting for self 
determination and self rule whereby Russia provided more support and moral support to 
African nations in order to fight against colonialist due to the fact that colonialism and 
capitalism are two sides of the same coin. 

2.  It intensified / increased to spread of socialist ideology and adoption of socialism in various 
African nation e.g. Ujamaa village which was the result of family hood in Tanzania, 
common mans charter in Uganda Harambee (Kenya) and Humanism in Zambia.  

3. Created a political awareness in Africa especially when many Africans began to go in Russia 
for education, this was because Russia provided scholarship to Africans to go in Russia to 
study many things including socialism. 

4. In increased the enmity in African nations due to the fact that there some African nations 
which followed capitalist ideology and others followed socialism. Those nations which 
followed socialism were not in good learning with those nation followed capitalism e.g. 
Due to that ideology in East Africa let to the collapse of former EAC in 1977. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF OCT. 1917 IN THE WORLD 
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1. The Russian revolution brought a new social and political system in the world because after 
Russian revolution which witnessed at the first time the theory of scientific socialism to 
put into practice in the world history led the birth of socialism as a new social and 
political system. 

2. The Russian led to polarization of the world in to conflicting ideological camps; which were 
socialism in one hand with Eastern black and capitalism with western block so there was 
a great advantage to different nations of the world because those nations which were 
under socialism were to get assistance both material support and moral from USSR, and 
those nations which were under capitalism were to get assistance from U.S.A for both 
economic, social, political and technical development. 

3.The Russian led to demonstration that socialism can be build even under unprompted 
conditions that is can be built anywhere because by that time of socialist revolution in 
Russia, Russia was still dominated by feudal mode of production in large parts but it 
managed to build socialism.  

4.The Russian led to the formation of NAM in the LDC  in which the intention of formation of 
NAM was to look for a middle cause of the cold war politics involved in the super 
powers but also it aimed to attract economic, social, political and technical assistance 
from both super powers of the world in that time which was USSR and U.S.A to the 
power nation. 

5. The Russian inspired and accelerated liberation struggles and decolonization process in 
colonized areas of Africa and Asia by providing both material and moral support to the 
nationalist e.g. the concept of the national question advocated by Joseph Stalin called 
upon the colonized people to fight against colonialism as well as imperialism led by 
U.S.A which wanted colonies to be free for her to invest, to exploit, to get labor, market 
and raw materials. 

6. There was ideological reliance, this advocated by Russia after the revolution of Oct 1917 led 
newly nation in Africa and Asia to rely on USSR in matters related to socialist 
construction all wise Russia provided tangible support to the newly nations of African 
and Asia by providing those newly nations grants and aids also Asia vice technical 
assistance, military assistance of so that these newly nation could defect colonialism and 
imperialism led by U.S.A. 

7. There was a joint political standard of socialist countries in the international organizations like 
in the UN where all socialist countries relied with the USSR as the biggest power to be 
the more spoken man of the third world countries in the international organization and 
other meetings or agreements. 
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FACTORS FOR THE RISE OF USSR AS A LEADING THE SOCIALIST NATION 

After WORLD WAR II USSR emerged as a leading socialist nation due to the following 
reasons:- 

1. The Victory  (triumph) of USSR against the forces of fascism during the World War II in 
(1939 – 1945) and establishment of socialism which was dominance in Eastern Europe 
following the communist government in those countries. 

2. Expansionism of socialism in other parts of the world led USSR to become powerful leading 
the entire socialist.  E.g. Socialism spread in Cuba, China, Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Africa all these were to follow socialist ideology of USSR. 

3. The Unique role of Bolshevik party in shaping and directing the economy of USSR. E.g. The 
Bolshevik government planned the economy for the benefit of people in Russia; this 
made USSR to become very power full economically and started to help other socialist 
countries in the world. 

4.  The formation of military camp (Alliance) of war saw pact in 1950’s to defend and protect 
USSR with ideology of socialism and their friend in the world against capitalist countries 
with the ideology of capitalism. 

    This led Russians sphere of influence to dominate the socialist countries in the world e.g. 
Capitalist wanted to overthrow the Czechoslovakian communist government but Russia 
jointly with war saw parts interfered and finally defeated the capitalist rebels.  

5. Good leadership of Russian leaders such as the import role played by V.I Lenin from 1917 – 
1924, Joseph Stalin 1928 – 1953 thereafter followed by Kruisher, Bresher, to bring unit 
among all Russians in constructing socialism, controlling the economy, clear use of 
resources available in Russia, restoring peace, This made Russia hence it become a 
powerful nation leading other socialist nation in the world. 

6. Nationalization of private properties and wealth such as land, which were owned by feudal 
Lords, and ruling class, industries which were operated foreign capital, all these 
nationalized properties which were put under the control of Bolshevik government led 
Russia to be strong economically and dominate other socialist countries in the world after 
the WWII up to its collapse in early 1990’s, 

    Withdraw of Russia from the WWI. 

     This enabled Russia to engage on building on her own economy for so long, bringing unity 
among the Russians, development of milling, social, culturally and technologically but 
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also it made Russia to restore peace and security in a Russia for so long. All these 
enabled Russia to become strong even before the WWI and even after the war Russia 
started to dominate other socialistic nations in the World. 

THE FALL (COLLAPSE) OF SOVIET UNION AND THE COMMUNIST BLOCK 
 
FACTOR FOR DECLINE OF RUSSIA 

The decline of Russia as the socialist hegemony was due to political and economic factors for the 
late of 1980’s.  These was due to socialist crisis which was seen on the wind of in Russia; so this 
political and economic changes swept Eastern Europe including Russia from the late of 1980’s to 
early 1990’s hence it was the last soviet leader known as  

Mikhail Gorbachev; where policies accelerated the fall of communism in Russia. 

  Reason for the collapse:- 

     1.  Interference of democracy and violation of human rights by the communist party with one 
political party, this led people to be discouraged with one party (communist) and they 
started to ask for freedom of independence in different small nation from USSR e.g. 
During the ruling of Gorbachev people were not allowed to oppose the government even 
to give out their social opinions on how to develop USSR. 

     2.  Stagnation of the economy, science and technology due to over centralization and over 
monopolization of the economy by the state; this led to limitation of competition that 
could help the economy to grow therefore Russia was to be weak economically and it had 
no support to other socialist countries. 

     3. Emergence of the two policies introduced  by Mikhail Gorbachev this were perestroika and 
glasnost, these two policies of Mikhail the last president of USSR accelerated the 
collapse of the former USSR. 

          (a) Glasnost - Opens for democratic process and decision to be under taken by Russian 
masses; so when Mikhail introduced glasnost all the 15 states of the former Soviet 
Union decided to declare independence individually. 

            (b)  Perestroika – Was the policy of Gorbachev intended for the restriction of economy 
by introducing to Russia of free market economy which was pure a capitalist 
economy, this undermined socialism because instead of the government to control 
the economy as it was during Lenin and other Mikhail allowed private ownership 
of properties hence the 15 states opted out /divided to withdraw from the formal 
USSR e.g. Ukraine, Georgia, Lithuania, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Russia. 
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     4.   Reduction of budget in Army.  

            The Government of Gorbachev in Russia reduced the budget of army e.g. the number of 
soldiers recruited and trained was reduced. Industries necessary for manufacturing 
of weapon was minimum all these reduced the ability of Russia army for a large 
extent and accelerated to its collapse.  

5.  Disintegration and collapse of communist state in Eastern Europe which took place 
between one state with another withdrawing from the former USSR, this happened 
when Gorbachev gave freedom to them (15 state) to choose whether to stay or not to 
stay within the former USSR union. Among the states which pulled out were Georgia, 
Ukraine, Yugoslavia etc in early 25.12 1991. 

  

       LESSON THAT AFRICAN CAN LEARN FROM RUSSIA REVOLUTION  

  

1. Building of socialism does not wait for capitalism to mature. This influenced some Africa 
socialism. 

2. It gave a lesson that may progressive change in any country can be brought about by the 
indigenous people themselves not by outsider/foreigners as it was ingenious people of 
Russia during socialist rev 

3. It gave the lesson that unfit leaders (corrupt). From power by force or violence can be 
over thrown. 

4. It gave a lesson that in any struggle efficient and committed leadership is needed. This 
helped much during African liberation struggle. 

5. The United efforts of the peasants workers and soldiers can bring meaningful changes in 
the society. 

6. Violent socialist revolution involve bloodshed as it was in Russia. This was avoided by 
African countries which decided to build African socialism by peaceful means e.g: 
TANZANIA, ZAMBIA and GHANA. 

7. Also it gone a lesson on that socialist revolution take place in Un-industrialized. 
8. African learn that capitalism is an evil which bare on the exploitation of 

the proletariat through provision of law wages and long working hours. 

 
 
SOCIALISM IN THE THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES 

These countries adopted socialism in their countries due to the following reasons e.g. Cuba, 
in 1959, North Korea 1948, North Vietnam 1970’s Nicaragua etc. 
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      REASONS:- 

1.  They were supported by Russia during struggle for independence so after the 
independence they had to follow socialism like what was followed in Russia. 

2.  They were against colonialism, imperialism & western capitalism so they had to follow 
socialism which was the system against colonialism and imperialism. 

3.  Revolutions in those countries were led by communist political movements supported by 
peasants and workers.  Under such situation the government in the 3rd world countries 
had to follow socialism. 

4.  Most of those nations were poor economically.  They believed that; the under 
development of those nations were caused by humiliation and exploitation of the 
capitalist which led the capitalism in Europe to benefit from the resources of these 
nations, they have to follow socialism which was the system which could bring equality 
in the society. 

5.  Russia helped the 3rd world countries both materially and moral support e.g. Russia 
provided ideological support during struggle for independence, offered military and 
economic support to the third world countries e.g. Food, money, weapon, hence they 
have to follow socialism.   

6.  In the UN Russia also supported the decolonization of all third world countries in order to 
end imperialism, colonialism and with their evils like oppression, humiliation, 
segregation and exploitation of third world countries hence they have to follow socialism. 

7.  The building of the Lumumba University for provision of scholarship to students from the 
third world countries to go and study in Russia where these students, could be trained 
skilled workers and specialist in Russia, these led the third world countries to follow 
socialism.  

THE IMPACT OF THE CRISIS OF SOCIALISM / EFFECT 

After the collapse of socialism in Eastern Europe led by USSR in early 1990’s the 

Following effects were seriously noted in the world. 

1.  The collapse led to the end of cold war politics between the east following socialism and 
the western following capitalism.  
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2.  The collapse of Russia led to attainment of German re-unification which before the 
collapse German was divided in west under socialist ideology where by the two 
independence nation were devised by the Berlin wall was officially removed on 
3/10/1990 to allow free movement of people to the two parties which were western 
German and Eastern Germany hence Germany become one gain. 

3.  The collapse of socialism held to the  collapse of the war saw pact; because no one 
particular state out of the 15 states which disintegrated / collapsed from the formal USSR 
and remained responsible for the war saw pact even Russia become the member of 
NATO which the Western camp of capitalist ideology.  

4.  The 1991 Gulf war, against Iraq where the east especially Russia joined with the west to 
fight against President Saddam Hussein of Iraq who invaded and annexed Kuwait. 

5.  Led to assassination of the former communist leaders who were in front line to practice 
workers dictatorial government proposed by the Karl-max e.g. In Romania where by 
Nicholas Ceases and his wife Helen were assassinated by followers of the capitalist 
ideology (system) on 23/12/1990.    

6.  The collapse of the former USSR led to the decline of one political system of the 
East.  After the collapse of socialism in USSR the east with socialism ideology dissolved 
the system of following one political party and the room was opened for liberal 
democracy which insists on multiparty as the philosophy of the west. 

7.  The foreign policies of the east which were for less cooperation with the west also 
changed this was because after the collapse of USSR it witnessed the closed cooperation 
between the east and the west like IMF, World bank and European union  be invited the 
invest in the east hence penetration of capitalism in Eastern Europe.  

8.  Humanitarian assistance and Aids from the West have been directed to the east to serve 
the fallen economic situation in the east e.g. Scientific technology assistance have been 
directed in the east in order to provide essential basic needs and services to the people in 
the east. 

9.  The collapse witnessed the freedom of worship in the east where by massive missionary 
assistance was directed to the East by the West in order to revive worshiping situation in 
the east thus led people in the east to be free to choose their denomination for worship. 

THE CHINESE REVOLUTION 1949 

The situation in China before Revolution:- 
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1.  Before the revolution; China was ruled by oppressive and exploitation feudal system 
which were disliked by the workers. This feudal class comprised the feudal dynasty 
(class) at home but also there were imperialist powers which had invested in China, these 
imperialist powers exploited the workers by giving them low wages Working long hours 
and living in poor condition or situation.  

2.  The serfs were tortured, harassed and over worked by the Land Lords. 

3.  All the land belong to the land Lords and majority of the peasants were land less hence 
they obliged to work under the feudal lords who paid them low wages and  made them to 
work long hours etc this increased enmity among the Chinese. 

4.  Geographical condition; China had harsh climatic conditions which led droughts, famine 
hunger and starvation but also floods and epidemic diseases were common among the 
Chinese. 

5.  There were rampant unemployment among the people in China hence the huge number or 
majority of China had no employment and they lived like beggars.  

6.   There were poor provision of infrastructure and social services in China. E.g. there were 
no good roads, ports and harbor, telecommunication no education facilities which 
made majority illiterates and poor medical care which led massive death among the 
people in China. 

7.  China was highly divided into two classes whereby at the top there was King, group of 
literate, Land Lords and at the bottom were the serfs who were the majority being 
exploited by the land Lords. 

8.  Chinese industries were poorly developed; whereby these industries used low and poor 
technology but also industries were un evenly developed and distributed however these 
industries were owned by the capitalist in the West who invested in China and therefore 
industries played a minimal role in national economy because they were very 
backwardness and they were not own by the people of China rather foreigners. 

9.  Japan was a traditional enemy of China where she used to attack China for raw materials 
e.g. In 1931 Japan attacked Manchuria which was the part of China etc.  

 CAUSES OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION IN 1949 

  1. Good leadership of Mao Tse-Tung.  
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     Mao managed to mobilize the peasants in the country side to against the feudal dynasty 
and later they succeeded to make a revolution in 1949.          

  2. The philosophy of Confucianism.     

    These philosophies developed among the people in China which was insisting on 
cooperation, unit working hard and resting exploitation, humiliation and oppression of 
the feudal class and the foreign imperialist; hence the philosophy of Confucianism led 
people in China to unite themselves under the comrade of Mao Tse-Tung to make the 
Chinese Revolution in 1949. 

 3. An autocratic rule of the feudal class in China; during the feudal class the Chinese 
were oppressed exploited, tortured, harassed by the feudal class in their country, they had 
no freedom to talk and propose anything about the development of their country therefore 
they united under the leadership of Mao Tse-Tung to make the Chinese revolution in 
1949. 

  4. The problems of the Chinese / Massive. 

      During the feudal rule the Chinese society faced with a lot of problems like 
unemployment, Famine and hunger, floods in the country, droughts, epidemic diseases, 
poor provision of social / services and Chinese society to be unsatisfied with the ruling 
feudal  class therefore  decided to unite together under the leadership of Mao Tse-Tung to 
make Chinese revolution in 1949. 

  5. The teaching of Karl-max and Engels accelerated to Chinese revolution because Mao 
who was a founder of Chinese revolution read the books of Karl max and Engels which 
was about the revolution as the solution to establish socialism in the world history; 
therefore Mao understand well the theory of Max and Engels who insisted on revolution 
to insist socialism hence Mao used the teachings of Karl-max to mobilize and unite his 
fellow Chinese to make the revolution in 1949. 

6.  The failure of Chinese rule to end the conflict with Japan was also another cause for 
Chinese revolution 1949. During the feudal rule in China; Japan which was the traditional 
enemy of China used to attack and annex some parts of China for raw materials like coal 
and iron ore and the Chinese rule kept quite during those enormities e.g. In 1931 when 
Japan attacked Manchuria, 1937, 1936 and 1940’s hence the people accrued the feudal 
ruling class for failure to dissolve the conflict hence they have support Mao Tse-Tung for 
Chinese revolution in 1949. 

POLITICAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN CHINA SINCE 1949 
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The revolution in China which was conducted by Chinese communist party under comrade 
Mao Tse-Tung for almost 30 years (from 1921 – 1949) was mostly centered in struggle in 
rural areas, hence it was peasant based revolution and therefore far within 30 years Mao 
Tse-Tung become popular and government large mass support.       

NB; - There was no specific training for those who wanted to join the revolution; it involved 
all peasants. It started in the rural areas and spread to town; this is because the revolution 
in China involved more peasants rather than the working class and this is why Marxist 
scholars have argued that the Chinese revolution was against the Marxist way of 
conducting a socialist revolution.   

After the revolution, the following political and economic development was seen in China, 
this was due to the various strategies adopted in order to build China.   

1. Industrialization policy 

      This policy Chinese did the followings:- 

      (a)  Nationalized all the industries which were previously under, the imperialist and 
Japanese control, these industries were put under the control of the government in 
Municipalities and rural areas.  

     (b)  At Shanghai and Hong Kong a modification of the control of the private own of 
industries were done whereby workers were allowed  to supervise their employers 
activities, working conditions, raw material and sell the finished goods. 

     (c)  The soviets (USSR) model of heavy industries was adopted during 1953 to 1957 that 
is there were five years development plan; this was capital intensive which led to 
heavy industrialization in China. 

     (d)  The great leap forward of 1958-1960 was adopted; this policy was first 
industrialization whereby people were allowed to use their own initiatives towards 
industrialization.   

       2.  On Land policy 

The Chinese government under the communist party led by Mao Tse-Tung did the 
following strategies on land;  

      (i)   All the land was taken from the land lords and given to the peasants. 
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     (ii)   The great revolution on land was done where by the rapid change in agricultural 
period was adopted such as to improve the varieties of seeds in order to increase 
production, the use of fertilizers, prevention of soil erosion, land reclamation, 
deep ploughing, plant protection, close plating, floods control in the river of Yang 
Tse– Kiang, Si-Kiang and HwangHo, pest and diseases control, irrigation system 
and seeds improvement. 

   (iii)  Research stations were also built to make quick maturing and high yield seeds and 
diseases and pest controlled drugs. 

   (iv)  Collective farming in China was adopted and implemented where by mutual aid 
terms (1949 – 1952) this included neighboring villages in the rural areas could 
cultivate together, weeding together, sowing together and  harvesting, this speed 
the work and increased efficiency and also there was agricultural cooperatives 
starting from (1953 – 1957). 

   (v)    People’s communes 1958 . This was the largest agricultural period unit comparing 
several people in China but also it included factors, shops schools, big farms and 
banks whereby in these communes each member was argued a task to perform by 
the administration. 

 Advantages of communes:-  

(i)It enabled people to conduct central planned agricultural production system through 
proper use of human labor force. 

(ii)The communes consolidated the capital resources available in China. 

(iii)It diversified (diversification) economy.  

(iv)The commune eliminated the differences between the rich and the poor. 

ADVANTAGE /ACHIEVEMENT OF CHINESE REVOLUTION 

   1.The revolution changed the curriculum to suit the new condition in China where it combined 
academic, field works and other professionals to suit in the environment of the country. 

    2.  There was introduction and encouragement of student participation in management while 
they were in schools. 

    3.  Following the change of curriculum the revolution led to new books, and new subjects to 
be introduced in China in order to facilitate political indoctrination that is all subject such 
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as literature, painting, Music, theater etc had to show the importance of workers and 
peasants. 

    4.  The revolution led to introduction of the link between the community and schools, 
Intellectuals and manual works. 

    5.   The revolution led to preach the socialist ideology of Maoism which was contrary with 
maxis ideas.  

   6.  The Revolution made China to follow socialism ideology and joined the eastern block with 
its WAR SAW PACT military alliance. 

   7.The revolution led the universalization of primary education and Mass education whereby 
every member in China was supported to get primary  education which was necessary for 
development of the country  

WEAKNESS / FAILURE / DISADVANTAGES OF CHINESE REVOLUTION OF 1949 

1.The revolution discouraged further studies like post graduate studies; this limited the 
country capacity of having enough experts. 

2.Old books were discouraged with new books replacement which praised Mao theory of 
building socialism in China. 

3.The Chinese revolution was based more in Maoism which was contrary to Marxist theory 
of building socialism.  

4.The revolution destroyed the scientific research which was introduced by imperialist in 
China by introducing Chinese research stations, this hindered to source of innovations and 
technology of the west until 1970’s when Mao died. 
 
SIMILARITIES BETWEEN CHINESE AND RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 

1.  Both revolutions aimed at building socialism. 

2.  Both revolutions were anti – capitalist, anti-colonialist and anti-imperialism. 

3.  Both eliminated exploitation of man by man and established a society of equality in 
China. 

4.  Both were under the dictatorship of workers or peasants or both. 
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5.  Both revolutions all major means of production such as land, bank, industries, etc. and the 
distributions from those major means of production were under peasant and workers 
government  

THE CHINA - SOVIET RELATIONS 

Prior to and during the Chinese revolution and even immediate after 1949 Chinese revolution, 
there were good relation between Russia (USSR) and China but later the conflict between China 
and USSR started in the late of 1950’s and early 1960’s due to ideology differences and 
misunderstandings due to Chinese Marxist cultural revolutions. 

CAUSES OF MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CHINA AND RUSSIA BETWEEN 
(1960’s – 1970’s) 

    1. China accused USSR of giving her aid during the revolution but the aid was not based on 
mutual interest rather the aid was meant to turn china into a future satellite of Russia 
which would make China to lose her position as independent nation world international 
relations 

     2. When in 1956 Russia announced a peaceful coexistence policy with the west at the 20th 
congress led by president Krusher of Russia; china condemned that policy as Marxist to 
dissolve the disputes with the enemy rather than fighting with them.   

   3.  When Russia spent massively on space i.e. to expose her explorations and making 
dangerous weapons like nuclear bombs;  China complained that USSR was support to 
spend that money on liberation struggle in the third world countries.  

   4. When the war emerged between China and India over their common border, Russia 
supported India rather than her communist brother, this angered China which expected 
Russia to support her. 

    5.  When 1962 Russia withdraw her missiles from Cuba due to America threat China temped it 
as a coward and rick named as a toothless dragon. 

          (i) Russia accused China for the following; China was trying to replace Marxist with 
Maoism in building socialism in China.  

     (ii)  Russia complained that, Mao carried the revolution by using peasants only in the rural 
area rather than working class in the town as Marxist thought 

 NB: - However to Mao this was necessary because the working class was small and peasants 
were the majority who organized under Mao to make the Chinese revolution in 1949. 
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THE EFFECT OF DISPUTE / CONFLICT BETWEEN CHINA AND RUSSIA 

1.  The conflict decided that communist world living the big scar on Marxist ideology 
because other nations were supported by Russia and other was supported by China who 
has the same ideology of socialism. 

2.  The conflict weakened the communist support to liberation in the 3rd world countries 
because China and Russia supported different sides of the same struggle taking place in 
one country e.g. In Angola, USSR supported MPLA while China supported FNLA. 

3.  The conflict narrowed the chances of success of the world communist revolution followed 
Marxist ideas.  

4.  China deviated from Marxist whereby China modernized her economy by relaxing tension 
with the west particularly USA hence China sent student to study new production 
Techniques in USA. China established special investment Zone for investment with the 
West and China established joint venture with the West.  

Question:- 

Why was 1949 Chinese revolution regarded as a peasant revolution? 

-   The revolution of China was against the old feudalism which was under the feudal 
dynasty, Japanese and Western colonialist in China thus the unemployment; but also 
these colonies were depending on capitalist to development economically so, the 
environment hindered the contraction of socialism not only in Europe but also in 
colonized areas like Africa. 

   5. Creation and adoption of welfare state (capitalist states), Many states in Europe provided 
basis needs to workers and unemployed e.g. provision of food, education,  unemployment 
benefits, free social services all these avoided the adoption of socialism in capitalist world.  

   6.  Introduction of collective bargaining; when this was introduced in western Europe 
employees allowed the workers together on the prices, salary to be given to workers fort the 
works they offer/do per month or week, also employees were to sit together with the 
capitalist on how to improve the making condition in their working environment, this 
hindered the construction of socialism in capitalist world. 

  7. Introduction of liberal democracy; This democracy made people especially workers to be free 
to do what they like/wanted, provided that they were within the law boundary e.g. people 
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were free to join trade unions, to choose their leaders, and their representative in their 
comments, this contributed in their socialist revolution in socialist world.  

  8. Propaganda of Europe with the ideology capitalism against socialism and communism. The 
Western capitalist nation in Europe used a lot of propaganda to make sure that socialism 
should not be established in capitalist world, e.g. the capitalist world associated with socialist 
as the highest stage of socialism.  

  9. U.S.A aid to Western Europe; U.S.A provided aid to western Europe in order to suppress the 
spread of communism and socialism therefore the aid provided by U.S.A in Western 
countries enabled western European countries to follow and consolidate themselves under 
capitalism where by leaders in those nations used a lot of mechanism to avoid socialist 
revolution in Western Europe so as western European countries should continue getting or 
attracting AID and other assistance from U.S.A. 

 10. The political revolutions in Western Europe; many western European countries like France 
1789, Britain 1648 – 1688 undergo political revolution, and these revolutions abolished 
automatic rule and feudalism which oppressed the majority in the country.  Also the 
revolution which led to the rise of capitalism in those nations led to improvement of 
conditions of peasant and other people in those nations including workers.  All socialist ideas 
were suppressed in capitalist world due to political revolutions.  

    AFRICAN SOCIALISM 

     The wave of socialism inspired African states men, politicians and intellectuals to build 
socialism in Africa because socialism was seen as the best way for development in African 
countries due to its main features in society like no exploitation of man by man, no 
oppression, no segregation and no humiliation. Hence after the Bolshevik revolution in 
Russia in 1917 many African states which had got independence began to adopt Socialism as 
their political policy which was popularly known as African socialism while was designed 
according to African environment. 

 Examples of African socialism:- 

1.  Nyerere of Tanzania designed a brand (type) of socialism known as ujamaa (brother hood) in 
1967 following the Arusha declaration on 5/2/1967 

2.   Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia designed type of socialism known as Humanism. 

3.   Milton Obote of Uganda designed as the common man’s charter in 1980.  

4.   Nkrumah of Ghana designed known as conscinitization. 
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5.   In Senegal socialism was known as Negnitude. 

6.   In Egypt socialism was known Nasserism.  

7.   Tom Mboya in Kenya adopted socialism known as seasonal paper no 10 of 1965. 

8.   Communicative - Guinea. 

9.   Hanti – Wadagaga diniga – Kudhisani in Somalia. 

FEATURES OF AFRICA SOCIALISM 

1.  African socialism was against all evils of colonialism and capitalism like exploitation, 
humiliation, segregation and oppression because the systems of colonialism and capitalism 
was seen as the source of under development of African nations due to  exploitation of 
human and natural resource of African. 

2.  African socialism rejected/ opposed the private ownership of the major means of production 
and its profit created by private individuals. 

3.  African leaders wanted to build socialism in Africa based on African type of communal social 
system or communalism where by African were helping each other on their areas.  

4.  African state were attempting to create a type of socialism which was not based on Marxism – 
Lenism based on class struggle and revolutionary action in steady they focused on reviving 
of indigenous cooperative work and common ownership of land and cattle.  

Question: - Why African state failed to build the strong socialism like that of Russia? 

Many African socialism failed e.g. in Tanzania the Ujamaa of Nyerere had a little success, 
Nkrumah was overthrown with his socialist ideology, Tom Mboya in Kenya was assassinated 
with his ideology of socialism , Milton Obote of Uganda was overthrown by Amin. 

 The following are the reason to why Africans failed to build strong socialism like that of Russia.  

       1. Lack of clear theory of socialist ideology.   

Many African was dominated by pseudo that lacked committed people to implement 
African socialism. 

      2.  Existence of poor working class. 
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Many African states were dominated by peasants who lived in acute poverty and who 
were ignorant therefore they fall to organize themselves to support African leaders in 
establishing the string African socialism. 

      3.   Existence of dependent economy. 

Since the period of colonialism and even after independence many African states had 
dependent economy which forced them to rely to metropolitan countries and even after 
independent they continue to lie on colonialist or former colonial members. This can be 
verified on what African used to say we produce what we don’t consume and we 
consume what we don’t produce, hence the capitalist nation used the weakness of African 
economy to hinder African economy. 

      4.   Puppets / some African leaders were puppets. 

Some African leaders, intellectuals and African politicians were used by the capitalist 
nation in order to suppress all ideas of construction African socialism,, e.g. African 
leaders who were very rich and had investment feared socialism due to lose their 
properties and wealth therefore they had to cooperate with capitalism to suppress African 
socialism. 

      5.   Imperialist mechanism / maneuvers. 

The imperialist used a lot of mechanisms to suppress socialist ideas in Africa e.g. they 
sabotage and sometimes they cut AID to that countries that adopted socialism, this 
contributed to the failure of socialism in Africa. 

      6.   Internal problems of African states. 

African states before, during and after colonialism experienced internal problems like 
civil wars, tribalism, diseases, poverty, illiteracy, famine and hunger, death, floods etc. 
therefore after they adopted socialism these instead problems hindered African socialism 
because African did not have simple time to concentrate  on construction of socialism 
needs unity, mobilization and strong leaders hence the failure of African socialism . 

TANZANIA SOCIALIST EXPERIMENT (1967 - 1985)  
UJAMAA  SOCIALISM IN TANZANIA 

Socialism and self reliance was philosophy advocated BY J. K. Nyerere that intended to create 
self sufficient economy with mass participation in sharing of economy resources 
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Some of the key characteristic of socialism in Tanzania were absence of exploitation of major 
means of production and exchange are under the control of workers and peasants, existence of 
democracy. Also socialism is perceived as a belief, therefore people had to be trained and 
educated on how to accept and implement socialism 

THE POLICY OF SELF RELIANCE 

1.       To fight the war against poverty and oppression 
2.       We should not depend money for development 
3.       To discourage foreign aids and loans 
4.       To discourage foreign investment and encourage local investment 
5.       To depend on our financial resources for development 
6.       To put much emphasize on industrial sector 
7.       To improve peasants condition by providing subsidies (farm implements) 
8.       To abides by the belief that development is brought by people and not money  

ARUSHA DECLARATION 

Arusha  declaration refers to the decision made in Arusha in which the essence of socialism and 
self reliance through villagenization program was discussed and realized. 

MAJOR ECONOMIC CHANGES AFTER ARUSHA DECLARATION 

1.       Increased centralization economic authority 
2.       Abolition of cooperatives and  local government 
3.       Nationalization of all public enterprises 
4.       Encouragement of home market 

People of Tanzania were urged to consume home product. There was discouragement of foreign 
goods. 

5.       Improvement of industrial sector. 
6.       Agriculture was recognized as the backbone of Tanzania Economy. 

EFFECTS OF UJAMAA IN TANZANIA 

1.       The creation of one party system under the leadership of CCM 
2.       The villagenization of production which capacity 
3.       Transformation of economic and cultural attitudes 
4.       The implementation of free and compulsory education for all Tanzanians in order to 

sensitize them to the principles of Ujamaa. 
5.       Establishment of collectives farms. Nyerere forced people to relocate into collective 

farms. 
6.       A substantial amount of the country wealth in the form of building structured and 

improved. 

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



  

 

THE EMERGENCE OF U.S.A AS A NEW CAPITALIST SUPER POWER 

FACTOR FOR RISE OF U.S.A  AS A LEADING SUPER POWER  

At the beginning U.S.A was a British colony which gained her independence on 1776; after the 
six years of war with British soldiers but from 20th which U.S.A began to rise as a big leading 
capitalist in the world. 

NOTE:  The emergence of USA as a super leading power took place after WWI of 1914 – 1918, 
however from the end of WWII U.S.A become a leading capitalist power while British 
superiority declined completely due to the following reasons:- 

1. U.S.A did not directly involved in both world wars of 1914 - 1918, 1939 – 1945. 

Due to the outbreak of world wars; U.S.A gained a lot and these gave U.S.A to build her 
economy and industries without any disturbance for many years because no war fought in U.S.A 
soil hence no destruction was ever experienced on U.S.A soil e.g. no destruction of factories, 
banks, infrastructure, agricultural and trade but also during the war USA supplied war 
equipments such as war clothes and money to opposition sides, this led U.S.A to get prosperity 
and wealth  also U.S.A provided employment even to women all these enabled U.S.A to build 
her economy and emerged as a super capitalist leading nation. 

2.  Extension / provision of U.S.A Marshal plan to war affected  European nations. 

All European nations which was affected by the war was helped by U.S.A under the 
Marshal plan as an economic recovery program to all affected European nations therefore 
the Marshal plan gave a lot of U.S.A dollars approximately to 22 billion U.S.A dollars to 
Western European countries in term of grants and loans but also U.S.A provided goods; 
in return all of these nations were to pay back with interest likewise under the Marshal 
plan U.S.A persuaded the European colonial masters to decolonize her colonies through 
“U.S.A open door policy” as a conditions for European nation to get Marshal plan, this 
policy intended to make U.S.A to get Areas in colonies for her to invest, to get market, 
raw materials and to get cheap labor under the new USA colonialism, all these enabled 
U.S.A to raise as a leading super power. 

3. Maintenance of U.S.A isolation policy. 
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This policy made U.S.A to stay away from European wars, political conflicts and quarrels 
this intended to make U.S.A to concentrate on her domestic affairs. The policy which 
started from 1796 by President George Washington and in 1823 by Monroe Doctrine 
declared Europe to stay out of U.S.A, this for a long time enabled U.S.A to concentrate 
on building her own economy domestically e.g. building strong industries, infrastructure, 
agricultural period but also the policy European power to depend on America for their 
economic development hence U.S.A with isolation policy managed to rise as a strong 
capitalist nation is the world. 

4.  The fall of British super powerless.  
 
This gave a room for U.S.A to harvest super profit for her development; after the collapse 
of British hegemony U.S.A exploited the former British colony by using the back door 
whereby those former colonies of British were turned on a place for U.S.A to invest, get 
market for manufactured goods, cheap labor without any competition hence the profit 
from those former British colonies enabled U.S.A to rise as the leading super power 
economically etc. 

5. The collapse of communism in the former USSR. 
 
In early 1990’s gave a room for U.S.A to rise as a super power in the world.  This was 
because USSR and U.S.A existed as enemy countries with the cold war politics due to 
different ideologies i.e. capitalism and socialism but after the collapse of communalism in 
former USSR witnessed many communist follower in different part of the world 
abandoned socialism and following capitalism in their nations, this gave a chance for 
U.S.A to dominate in the world hence U.S.A role as a leading super power. 

6.   The formation of multinational cooperation and financial institution like IMF, and 
World Bank.  

Majority of these multinational co operations based on U.S.A therefore they have to 
implement all investment of U.S.A in different parts of the world because these 
multinational co operations, military organization i.e. (NATO) are sponsored by the 
U.S.A to implement the policy of U.S.A, therefore many nations have to welcome these 
multinational cooperation and financial institution because of weak economic base hence 
U.S.A rose as a leading capitalist power. 

7.    Different nature of U.S.A population. 

U.S.A had different people from different origin and different back ground in different 
part of the world including Jews, French, British, Africans, Arabs and Chinese; these 
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people have different knowledge of technologies and science hence they helped U.S.A to 
build her own economy e.g. Majority of these are technicians, technologist, scientist and 
others have invested in big industries and big farm which all these helper U.S.A to rise as 
a leading super power in the world.  

8.   The capital obtained from British after independence. 

British industries, banks, plantation, infrastructure etc, after the American was taken by 
U.S.A to become a good beginning of U.S.A to become rich so the wealth of British was 
used domestically in America and after WWII U.S.A become the leading super power in 
the world. 

9.   Slave trade.  
 
U.S.A was the major beneficiaries in horrible trade human trafficking whereby this slave 
trade helped U.S.A to become a leading capitalist nations due to slaves supplied cheap 
labor in plantations, mines industries invested in America, slaves produced a lot of raw 
materials  for industries established in America. Slaves involved in construction and 
development parts, harbors, infrastructures and slaves acted as the source of market in 
U.S.A, all these enabled U.S.A to rise as the leading super power in the world.  

  

DECLINE OF EUROPE CAPITALISM. 

REASONS FOR THE DECLINE OF EUROPEAN CAPITALISM 

1. European power were active participants in first and second world war (1914 -
1918,1939-1945) 

          The wars left the European economy was serious catastropher. The imperialist nation 
included Britain, German, France and Belgium. 

2.  The Western European imperialist states were battle field. That means the war was 
fought on the land field. That means the war was fought on the land of European nations 
therefore there was mass killings of the people and destruction of properties 

3. The post second world war, left the European states highly in debted particullary by the 
U.S.A billion dollars were given to Britain from 1941 to the end of the second world war 
in 1945. Through the land lease act of 1941, caugress authorized the safe exchange or 
lease of arms and other equipments to Britain. 

4. The Great depression of 1929-1933 before this Britain had suffered a number of 
depression such as economic depression of 1837/38 and 1873/1950. Which weakend her 
economy. Therefore, the Great depression of 1929-33, Re European Economy in serious 
catastropher Eg: In France the Great depression arrived later and last longer than any 
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where in the western world. On the older land U.S.A despite the fact that she was badly 
affected the implemented immediate measured to solve the problem by imposing New 
deal policy. 

5. The decline of colonial system after WWII in 1945 Africa there were the rise of mass 
Nationalism and also at the same time in Asia many colonies started to demand 
independence Eg: British lost India (1947), Pakistan(1948) and Burma (1948) also had 
invested much in the colonies like Canada, Australia India and Newzeland. So the 
independence of these colonies meant that Britain has to lose her market and invest. 

6. Too many colonies. So it was burden to them according to the U.S.A policy eg:Portugal 
had Angola, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau e.t.c. 

IMPACTS OF DECLINE OF EUROPEAN CAPITALISM 

1. The rise of U.S.A as a super power of the world. This is due to the fact that U.S.A was 
not active participate in first and second world war. 

2. Decolonization of African countries due to fail of colonial officers to run their colonies. 
3. Spread of democracy in the world. Many African countries introduce liberal democracy 

with multipartism. 
4. Introduction of new policies in third world countries such as structural adjustment 

program (SAP) 

 
U.S.A ECONOMIC PROGRAM TO EUROPE i.e. MARSHALL PLAN - 1947 

Marshall Plan was European economic recovery programmed proposed by George C. Marshall 
(The secretary of the state in 1947 with the aim of helping (aiding) the war affected (ruined) 
European nations to revive their economics. 

OR 

War an American plan to spread dollar imperialism by providing economic assistance to revive 
the economies of the European who was affected by the war.  

ORIGIN 

The plan was drafted in June 1947 by George C. Marshall who called it a policy of cooperative 
European revive i.e. The European economic recovery program. 

OBJECTIVE OF MARSHALL PLAN 

   1.The plan needed to reconstruct the devastated (affected) European economy because the war 
demonized industries, farms, transport, schools, banks, hospitals, Miner , trader etc. 
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   2.The American needed to strengthen her markets for her manufactured goods abroad because 
at home (U.S.A) was facing over production crisis and she needed a place to dump her 
manufactured goods and capital.  

   3.The plan helped European economies with the intention of making European nations not to 
follow under communism or socialism. 

    4.  The plan aimed to retail the Western European country as a health trading particular with 
U.S.A in the capitalist world.  

TERMS / CONDITION OF THE PLAN 

   1.  U.S.A gave/provided a lot of money approximately more than 22 US  billion dollars to 
western European nations in terms of grants and loans, also U.S.A provide and 
manufactured goods with the intention of reviving European economies in return Western, 
European countries world pay back the debts on agreed period of time with interest. 

  2.    The European colonial masters were persuaded to decolonize their colonies as a condition 
to get loans and grant otherwise they would not get the loan from U.S.A.  

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MARSHALL PLAN / LOAN 

    1. The plan consolidated US economic domination over Europe which made us to strengthen 
her imperialism with all her multinational co-operations, financial institution and military 
organization in Europe.  

     2.  U.S.A was able to rescue war affected economy of Western Europe whereby Western 
countries were able to rehabilitate their economies.  In this plan U.S.A with her open door 
policy towards investment and trading activities in free zones abroad become practical 
whereby the plan managed to make the colonialist to change their way of exploiting the 
colonies due to the fact that through this plan US come with another way of exploitation 
under the Neo – colonialism whereby all the former colonies were exploited by U.S.A 
under the back door of neo – colonialism. 

     3.  The plan made U.S.A to start different military organizations abroad to safeguard invests 
in different parts of the world e.g. SEATO, CENTO, OCAS, NATO, OAS, and military 
bases established in Mombasa Kenya, Kuwait, and Pakistan. 

     4.The capital from U.S.A to European nations  started to be re-invested in European nations 
to recover the effect of the war,  also others were reinvested in colonies so as to recovery 
from economic crisis in the metropolitan and to enable the metropolitan countries to 
payback the debt to U.S.A hence it increase exploitation in the colonies.  
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     5.  The plan made U.S.A economic strength in the world which accelerated her to assume as a 
leading position in the capitalist world (superior power) replacing Britain.  This led the 
financial center to move from London to Washington. 

     6. The plan made U.S.A to start offering not only money but also machinery, technical 
assistance and raw materials in different parts of the world especially in capitalist nation 
which all these strengthen the economy of U.S.A.    

FACTORS LEADING THE GREAT BOOM ON 1920,s IN U.S.A 

During the period of 1919 up to 1924 the economy of USA in comparison to other nations was 
much stable this is because of the benefits she got during the WWI of 1914 – 1918 hence U.S.A 
benefited much in the WWI because of the followings. 

1.  USA was not participating full in the WWI. This made USA to increase her 
production because there was no fought in               American land.  

       2. During the war U.S.A was the supplied of food stuffs, war equipment and raw materials to 
fighting nations. Being paid a lot of money U.S.A enjoyed a big and good market for 
fighting nations during war time hence she government a lot of money or interest. 

       3.   During the war U.S.A exports increased from 2.4 billion us dollar to 7.4 bill us dollar.  

      4. By 1920 U.S.A had half output of the world coal extraction, ¾ of the world steel, 2/5 of 
the world oil oxidation etc. these enabled U.S.A to get a lot of money and profit from her 
selling, this increased the wealth in U.S.A and expanded market for US minerals. 

      5.   From 1924 – 1929 U.S.A enjoyed economic boom, because of a lot of elements in the 
field of manufacturing industries   and agricultural industries like Electronic motorbike, film 
industry, Radio industry and agricultural production also increased which led U.S.A to start 
looking for markets for her agricultural production in the world hence from 1920’s – 1929 U.S.A 
economy was much stable and led U.S.A to be known as a period of economic boom. 

EFFECTS OF U.S.A GREAT BOOM OF 1920’s 

From 1920’s – 1933 after U.S.A had enjoyed the economic boom, the following of U.S.A started 
to face some crisis and was not stable due to economic depression. Economic depression in 
U.S.A was resulted by the followings:- 

      1.  Over production of commodities and agricultural production (raw materials). 
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          USA continued to produce more and more because of the market was not stable due to the 
impact of the war, hence they fail to get market to absorb all manufactured goods and 
commodities from USA.  These lead to over production of raw materials and goods. 

     2.   Protectionism policy. 

      European nations which were the main markets for U.S.A manufactured goods and raw 
material started to adopt protectionism policy. In order to protect their industries and their 
farmers who had started to produce again by using the loan from U.S.A, U.S.A Learned 
markets in European countries which led U.S.A her economy to undergo depression. 

    3.   The loss of market. 

U.S.A loss market for her manufactured goods and raw materials due to different reasons 
including adaptation of protectionism policy for European countries hence over 
production in U.S.A. 

    4.  Unemployment. 
Due to occurrence of this U.S.A industries were closed, farmers were not producing in 
high capacity fearing of over production; traders, business men  were not also trade here 
and there all these led to depression in economy of U.S.A. 

   5.    Close of financial institutions. 
Financial institution was closed because people who borrowed money from the bank did 
not pay back as a result of banks to undergo bankrupt. 

  6.     Closure of industries. 
Great depression led to close of industries because industrialist feared loss over period of 
manufactured goods which had caused lack of market among the industries hence 
industries was closed. 

   7.    Poor provision of social services.  

THE GREAT DEPRESSION 1929 – 1933. 

This is an economic crisis within the capitalist economy which is caused by over production 
starting from 1929 – 1933. 

CHARACTERISTICS / FEATURES OF G.E.D OF 1920 – 1933. 

1. Existence of high inflations.  
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2. Mass unemployment due to lack of economic activities. 

3. Low purchasing power among the population because of unemployment. 

4. Protectionism policy; whereby different nations adopted various policies to domestic market 
protection. 

5. It characterized by famine, starvation and hunger hence death of many people. 

6. Low production of industrial goods and general fall prices in a long run. 

7. Closure of financial institutions i.e. banks and insurance companies. 

8. Poor provisional of social services and closure of industries.  

  

CAUSED OF G.E.D 

  1. Effects of the WWI of 1914 – 1918. 

      This led to the decline of European nation while economy of U.S.A was gain momentum at 
the end of the war the purchasing power of European nations declined while production 
of raw materials and commodities increased.  In U.S.A production become non sellable 
and profitless which accelerated to price fractuation in U.S.A hence this led to G.E.D of 
1929 – 1933. 

  2. Over production. 

U.S.A produced manufactured goods because U.S.A thought that her markets were stable as 
it was before and during WWI e.g. U.S.A produced more food, zinc, copper, cocoa etc.  This 
led to the fall of process in U.S.A and European nation were not able to absorb all 
manufactured goods this led several industries bankrupt and closed, farmers also were not 
producing more because they had no money to run agricultural activities, all these led to 
profit less among the formers and industrialist hence the G.E.D in U.S.A.  

  3.  Socialist revolution of 1917. 

Russia introduced the socialist revolution after the Bolshevik revolution  of 1917 
whereby began to spread different parts of the world, this led imperialist  nations to lose 
markets to those socialist nations, hence over production of raw materials and 
manufactured goods in USA and the fall prices which led to the occurrence of G.E.D. 
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  4.  The effect of protectionist policy. 

Immediately after the WWI U.S.A was economically stable which helped other European 
countries to revive their own economies, however the European countries  used the loans 
from U.S.A to restrict their industries and stabilize the economy & at the same time 
European nations initiated protectionist policy to defend their industries and agricultural 
production, this led USA to lose market in European nations hence it increased 
agricultural productions and industrial productions in U.S.A leading to overproduction, 
profitless among the farmers and industrialist hence the G.E.D in U.S.A. 

5.  The collapse of the New York exchange in Oct 1929. 
 
Because this had a lot of impacts on U.S.A economy e.g. the poor people spend their 
savings to buy few shares while shares were not sold due to lack of money among the 
traders and workers. Also stock exchange lost value whereby shares were sold on credits, 
banks were run bankrupt due to the fact did not return the money because shares were not 
sold as a result links were closed, this led to unemployment to the people worked in 
industries and financial institutions, also farmers who borrowed money from the banks to 
buy shares did not return the money to banks because shares lost value and were not sold, 
as a result of farmers to undergo crisis and their farms were taken by bankers due to the 
failure of paying back the debt hence G.E.D in U.S.A  

EFFECT OF G.E.D WORLD WIDE 

   1.  Industrial production dropped severely. 

This is because there was the fall of industrial and agricultural production hence 
industries and agricultural sector were producing under their capacity. 

   2.  Fall of process of raw materials and manufactured and goods which accelerated to propping 
of agricultural production and commodities. 

   3.  Unemployment where by many workers were sucked or taken away from their work so as 
to reduce the cost of production. 

   4.   Low wages and salaries to those few remained employed. 

   5. Fall of international trade; this is due to protectionism policy but also accelerated same 
countries to reduce custom duties in order to attract traders.  

   6.  Currencies lost their values e.g. German Dutch Mark. 
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   7. Most of the imperialist countries started to adopt protectionism policy in order to protect 
their domestic market, industries and agricultural sector. 

   8.  The fall of purchasing power because many people had unemployed and countries declined 
their economy. 

   9.  The rise of dictatorship in the world especially in Italy, Germany and Japan where by 
directors in those nations used the effect of G.E.D to mobilize people and get to 
leadership. 

  10. GED finalized almost the decline of Britain super powerness. 

  11.  It led to reduction of public services in order to reduce the cost of administration. 

  12. Rise of dictatorship in Europe and Japan. 

IN AFRICA 

1. The fall prices of raw materials. 

2. Massive unemployment because Africans who were employed in colonial sectors majority of 
them were sucked because colonialist faced crisis. 

3. Low wages paid to few employed people in colonial sectors. 

4. It led to intensification of exploitation/high exploitation of Africa resources because the 
colonialist exploited more the African resources in order to compensate the problem of 
crisis in their countries. 

5.   Reduction of social services in the colonies in order to reduce the cost of administration. 

6.  The increase of taxation in order colonialist to get money from colonies to revive their 
economy. 

7.  The fall of purchasing power in the colonies. 

8. The rise of prices of manufactured goods in the colonies. 

9. Increased the struggle for independence in Africa due to the effects of G.E.D in the colonies 
like exploitation.  

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



10.  The formation of cooperative unions/societies in order to demand for their rights like high 
wages, good working condition, high prices for their raw material etc. 

   IMPACT IN U.S.A 

     1.  Farmers of medium and small sizes were affected following the fall prices of their raw 
materials, thus led them to fail to pay the rent they took from the bank hence forced them 
to sell their land and remain tenants. 

     2. The financial system were also affected which led to the collapse of New York stock 
exchange and bankrupt of many banks reg.  It was estimated that by 1932, ½ of the total 
bank had run bankrupt. 

    3. Unemployment, Many Americans were unemployed due to the effects of G.E.D whereby it 
was estimated that almost 17 mill of people were jobless in America & in New York 
alone 25 mill were jobless.  

    4.  The fall process of raw materials. This caused farmers to reduce quantities productivity e.g. 
wheat and barley so as to create the scarcity of raw materials. 

   5.  The decline of industrial period, this led industries to start producing under their capacity 
fearing over production of manufacturing goods.  

Qns: Why Russia was not affected by G.E.D of 1929 – 1933? 

1. Withdrawing of Russia from WWI of 1914 – 1918. 

   This led Russia to concentrate on production and building her own economy for so long and 
stopped Russia to spend more in the war likewise but also Russia did not pay for war 
damage. 

2. Protection policy. 

    Russia did not import and export goods from any capitalist nation.  It avoided the direct 
contact with capitalist in trading system. 

3.  Good leadership of Russia leaders like Lenin, Joseph Stalin. 

     The policy of these leaders was to build Russia and use resources available effectively and not 
depending from the capitalist nation. 
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4  No over production of goods for competition with the capitalist.  
This enabled Russia to produce goods which could be used by only Russians in order to 
build their own economy and not otherwise. 

5. The Bolshevik revolution of 1917.  
This brought socialism and useful shearing of production, this led Russia to use 
production for all people in Russia societies and not for the capitalist. 

6.  Russia had no colonial empire.  
This avoided Russia to have more over production to spend in the colonies as the 
capitalist produced hence Russia had to produce for the consumption of all people in 
Russian society which did not learn to over production of manufactured goods. 

THE NEW DEAL POLICY 

Refers to the effort/programs taken by President Franklin Defame Roosevelt to rescue/pull the 
U.S.A out of G.E.D of 1929 – 1933 which began in U.S.A after the collapse of New York stock 
exchange. Roosevelt who become the president of U.S.A after U.S.A being affected by the 
G.E.D he made a lot of efforts to rescue the economy of U.S.A out of the G.E.D, he become the 
President of U.S.A 4.03, 1932 where he promised as “ I pledge myself to the New Deal to 
American people” this was the first opening speech, Roosevelt was expressing the Americans to 
be confident with him on solving the problems of G.E.D by being supported by Americans hence 
he said ‘ The only thing we have to fear it fears itself”. 

OR 

Was an attempt to recognize the capitalist system through registration and other measures taken 
by democratic party led by president Franklin D. Roosevelt. This combined a series of measures, 
solution and activities which all intended   to rescue the economy of U.S.A from the impact of 
U.S.A. 

AIMS /OBJECTIVES OF NEW DEAL 

1.  To prevent economic hardship that had been brought by G.E.D to American people. 

2.To create employment opportunities to Americans through creating different projects 
which could give employment to Americans e.g. it was said that 12 out of 15 had no 
jobs. 

3.  To increase and estimated demand of goods but also aimed to control period in order to 
avoid inflation. 
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4.  To reduce and stop poverty which had spread throughout U.S.A because of the effect of 
G.E.D to Americans. 

5.  To provide relief to the victims of the economic hardship of the G.E.D e.g. providing 
shelter for homeless people, food for starving people. 

6.   Aimed to bring back confidence of American people like farmers, industrialist, and 
bankers etc who had lost their home because of the effects of G.E.D. 

7.    To end financial crisis due to the collapse of banks and due to bankrupt of the bank. 

8.   Aimed to stimulate economic activities e.g. Agriculture production, business activities, 
industrial period etc.  

  

MEASURES TAKEN BY ROOSEVELT IN THE NEW DEAL / PROGRAMME 

     1.  Federal emergence relief administration (FED). 

This measure began to create jobs through construction of air parts, roads, school, play 
ground as a result it gave work to jobless, actors and agrarians.  

     2.  Agricultural adjustment act of 12/05/1933. 

This measure aimed at raising the prices of agricultural production by limiting over 
production; this was accompanied by funds by the tax collector and by the government to 
compensate the farmers in case of price fluctuation faced the farmers the farmers during 
the depression. 

     3.  The national industrial recovery act (NIRA). 

This was passed in 1935 in order to deal with the effects of depression in the new deal. 
NIRA aimed to enforce law of fair practice for business men and industrialist where it set 
minimum wage and maximum wage which workers were suppose to be paid but also 
NIRA sets primary goals to business companies in order to improve the level of quality 
of goods but also within NIRA workers rights were organized and bargain were 
recognized. 

     4.  The public worker administration (PWA). 
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This measure aimed at initiating of public workers projects e.g. many public workers 
were buildings which were provided with money from the government in order to run its 
activities and this public workers project were supposed to pay low interest to the 
government e.g. There was the building of Tennessee valley authority (T.V.A) in order to 
control floods and provide electricity in rural areas so as to calm poverty. 

     5.  The finance restricting /banking relief act. 

This measure intended to provide loan for bankers to procedure with banking activities.  

     6.  The labour standard act passed in 1938. 

This was intended to provide employment to the people but also setting the minimum 
wage of US dollar cent 25 per hour and maximum working hours is 44 hours per week; 
but also there should be extra pay for a time exceeding evolving hours but also in this 
measure children below 16 years were abandon to work in industries rather they were 
insisted to go to school. 

     7.   Social security fund of 1937. 

This measure intended to provide insurance for aged, jobless, blindness, disabled as well 
as children in need. 

     8.  The civilian conservative cooperation. 

In this act a lot of program were initiated / launched by the government where by people 
in America were to be given works in projects like planting trees, building dams etc.  

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE NEW DEAL 

The New deal achieved  a lot in reviving the U.S.A economy and make her economy stable as 
collaborated below:- 

    1.    It curbed / achieved in curbing the spread of depression further in U.S.A. This led to 
revive the economic situation in America hence it accelerated U.S.A to start being 
stable economically. 

   2.   Created new employment opportunities to Americans who had no employment due to 
great depression e.g. In 1937 more than US dollar 40 billion had been spend in 
projects which led to provide employment to American people. 
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    3.   Created major political changes in America whereby the democratic party become the 
majority party by replacing the republication party which was in power hence 
president Franklin D. Roosevelt come into power with his democratic party.  

   4.   It succeeded in reorganizing agricultural and industrial sectors which had almost 
collapsed during G.E.D. This was because after the measure taken in the new deal 
agriculture and industries started to produce more & more and employ many America 
for stabilizing the American economy. 

    5.    It succeeded in organizing labor in U.S.A whereby labor become an important force in 
national affairs e.g.  There was the formation of labor union to fight for the rights of 
workers but also labor was needed in almost all sectors revived after the Great 
depression for economic stability in America. 

   6.   It succeeded in reducing poverty to Americans by providing them with relief such as 
food, shelter, electricity, and provision of goods, education & health care. 

   7.    It succeeded in reviving different economic sectors in U.S.A e.g. public welfare, 
banking sector, industrial sector, tourist sector and agricultural sector grow up very 
rapidly and start to operate it again which all these brought back confidence among 
the people in America such as bank depositors, farmers, industrialist etc. 

CHANGES IN U.S.A AFFAIRS SINCE 1945/EFFECTS OF U.S.A AFTER BECOMING 
SUPER POWER 

Soon after WWII U.S.A got prosperity / wealth which turned U.S.A as a strongest nation in all 
aspect of life in the world defending the capitalist nations. 

    1.  US Economy grow more stable because U.S.A benefited a lot in the WWI and WWII e.g. 
No war was ever fought in American land, U.S.A joined in WWI and WWII very late and 
all the time U.S.A was a supplier of war equipment for fighting nation in Europe. This 
enabled U.S.A to get wealth and started to consolidate Monopoly capital which led the 
rise of larger Monopoly companies which were invested in U.S.A and other parts of the 
world. 

    2. U.S.A consolidated her industries; these enabled U.S.A to get more wealth / for 
development in America e.g. there were armament industries which produced air jobs, 
naval ships, military weapons, car manufacturing industries etc, all these enabled U.S.A 
to consolidate her own economy. 

    3.    The rise of income among the working class.  
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This was due to increase of wages which resulted after the trade union struggles on the 
rights  of workers but also the increase of income led to the rise of national market which 
also accelerated to ability of American people to consume the commodities production in 
the country hence U.S.A become stable economically.  

    4.  There was improvement of infrastructure network. 
 
This led U.S.A to start accessing both internal and external market, getting more labor of 
due to availability of labor mobility in USA but also the improvement of infrastructures 
accelerated the communication of people in USA. 

   5.     U.S.A was able to extend the Marshall plan. 

The Marshall plan led U.S.A to get more wealth from the debt paid from European nation 
but also with the Marshall plan U.S.A was able to persuade the Europeans to decolonize 
her colonies so as U.S.A could get areas for market, cheap labour, raw materials for USA 
and areas to invest. 

  6.    U.S.A established military organization and military bases. 
 
In other parts of the world in order to defend her capitalism or her imperialism with all 
interest of U.S.A e.g.  There was formation of NATO, CENTO, ANZUS, OAS, SEATO, 
and military bases e.g. Mombasa Somalia in Africa, Pakistan and Kuwait 

  7.    U.S.A started to defend and protect the spread of communism. 
 
In Western Europe and other parts of the world that followed capitalism, hence U.S.A 
appointed as the policeman of the world to fight against communism from affecting 
capitalist world. 

 8.   U.S.A abandoned her isolation policy and started to opt the involvement in Western 
European matter both politically, socially, military and much more economically because 
Western European countries were under capitalist system being supported by U.S.A. 

 9.        The emergence of cold war politics. 
 
Between the socialist nation under USSR and the capitalist nation under U.S.A until early 
1990’s after the collapse of USSR as a leading socialist nation. 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN JAPAN AND U.S.A AFTER WWII 
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       Before the attack of the pearl Harbor there was the conflict between Japan and U.S.A due to 
U.S.A support to China which was a traditional enemy of Japan, for this reason Japan 
declared  war against U.S.A which increased tension / enmity due to different ideologies among 
the imperialist powers however Japan Military troops were supported by Muslim, Hitler and 
General Francisca  Franco of Spain to challenge the ideas of democracy and security of some 
American closed friends hence U.S.A interred in the WWII following the surprising attack of 
Japan on a large American Naval base at pear / harbor in Hawaii because Japan was interesting 
to get rubber, oil and other raw materials from the East Asia especially from Manchuria. This 
forced U.S.A directly to inter into the WWII against Japan hence it was due to the strong 
competition between Japanese and U.S.A over the reasons over Asia like rubber, oil metal, 
markets and the attack of Japan at Pearl Harbor which forced America to inter in the WWII 
against Japan. 

After the WWII and the surrender of Japan, U.S.A and Japan entered on a good relationship 
which was resulted after the post dam conference of 1945 hence U.S.A occupied Japan and took 
over three main Island of Japan which were Hokkaido, Shikoku and Kyushu. This allowed U.S.A 
to create a democratic government in Japan under the U.S.A military commander Mac.  Arthur. 

HOW THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN U.S.A AND JAPAN IMPLEMENTED 

The relationship of Japan and U.S.A was implemented in all aspects of life economically, 
socially, military and politically as elaborated below:- 

     (i)   Japan was forced to adopt new constitution. 

This made the King who was the head of state and who had all the powers to be like a 
figure head or ceremonial leader of the new government / state. 

    (ii)  Introduction of universal suffrage and observation of human rights.  

   (iii) Japan was not allowed to raise an army and Shinto culture which is a Japanese traditional 
region established by King based on military expansionism was abolished. 

   (iv) The education system of Japan was made similar to that of America. 

   (v)  There was a large economic form which was under taken by American government to help 
Japan. This aimed to make Japan to be strong economically. 

  (vi)   U.S.A offered aid to Japan in order to facilitate the construction of Japanese economy and 
consolidate Japanese capitalist which accelerated the rapid economy development in 
Japan. 
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 (vii)   U.S.A used the advantage of ruling Japan to check the spread of communism in fear east; 
in so doing U.S.A strengthen Japanese economy as well as a way of using Japan as a base 
for advancement of U.S.A imperialism in few East like in Taiwan, South Korea, and 
Vietnam.  

     THE EFFECT OF U.S.A – JAPANESE RELATION 

1.  U.S.A made Japan as one of the leading industrial nation in the world. Through industries 
and technologies she extended in Japan is a world leading ship building, in the world 
steel production and is the world leading of produce of electronic goods like cameras, 
watches, mobile phones etc. 

2.   Japan was made as a base for U.S.A imperialism. This was intending to check the spread 
of communism in Asia e.g. U.S.A involved Naval base in Japan in 1950’s such as Korean 
war, this made U.S.A to invest much and put a lot of efforts in Japan in order to check the 
spread of communism in Eastern Europe but also to defend Japan from communist threat 
. 

3.   After the end of the U.S.A rule in Japan in 1970’s; the two nations have remained the big 
enemies in the modern capitalist technological manufacturing in the world market e.g. 
Japanese car against U.S.A car. 

4.      Japan received U.S.A aid to revive her affected economy. 

5.  There had many adoption of English vocabularies in Japanese language as well as the 
western business goods started to use the language of Japan as well as the Japanese goods 
started to use English vocabulary in order to be sold easier at home and at world market.  

6.    Nowadays Japan has remained as the close friend of U.S.A sharing the American culture 
and goods for the development of the two nations. 

7.      Japan was put under the U.S.A domination / rule until the end of U.S.A rule in Japan in 
1970’s.  

 

THREATS TO WORLD PEACE AFTER WWII 

THE COLD WAR 
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This was the part of mounting (results) of  political and ideological tension between the 
communist with socialist ideology led by the former USSR and the western block with 
capitalism ideology led by U.S.A. 

The cold war started after the former USSR became the most powerful nation leading the 
socialist nations in the world while U.S.A became the most powerful nation economically, 
politically and militarily leading the capitalist nation in the world especially after WWII of 1945.  

Factors for the rise of cold war/Causes  

1.  Ideological differences between the eastern block with socialist ideology and 
western  block with capitalist ideology; hence the two ideologies existed in the world 
history since Russian revolution up to early of 1990’s led to the existence of the cold war 
between the eastern block following socialism under the former USSR and the western 
block following capitalism under U.S.A. 

2.  Russia motives of grabbing and occupying territories due to the expansionism policy of 
Russia. Russia intended and aimed at annexing and occupying territories in eastern 
Europe during and after WWII e.g. after the Germany forces were driven out  by Russia 
then the western block interpreted that was the plan to spread communism, hence Russia 
was resisted to get more areas in eastern Europe and by 1945 when Russia controlled 
eastern German, Poland, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Austria to the president of USA 
by then Winston Churchill 1946 called Russia as “Iron curtain across Europe” meaning 
communist barriers in Europe, this increased enmity between Russia and U.S.A.  

3.  The colonial powers like Britain and France were hungered by the eastern block with the 
ideology of socialism in support of communist liberation movement. This led to the 
increase of enmity between eastern block and western block with capitalism ideology 
hence the outbreak of the cold war because all the colonial powers were under the 
capitalist ideology  led by U.S.A, due to the fact that the aim of capitalism and 
imperialism are the same like segregation, humiliation, oppression, exploitation etc. while 
the eastern block wanted to end colonialism and capitalism with their evils in their 
colonial areas of Africa and Asia.  

4.  Existence of Neo–colonialism with its motives in the newly independent nations in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America led by U.S.A with her ideology of “The Truman doctrine  and 
the marshal plan of 1947”; where by the Americans under Truman doctrine would give 
aids and grants  to any country in Europe with war under communism threat and the post 
of marshal plan of 1947 whereby the American wanted colonies to be free for U.S.A to 
exploit, to get labor, raw materials, areas for investment for the development of America, 
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all these increased enmity between the eastern block and western block hence the cold 
war.     

5.  The formation of the military alliances which were NATO in 1948 for the west and the 
war saw pact in 1950s for the east. This military alliances formed the increase of enmity 
and conflicts between the socialist nations with the ideology of socialism against that 
with the ideology of capitalism, because the formation of these alliances like NATO by 
the west in 1949 was to prevent the communist expansionism, this angered Russia which 
in reaction against the capitalist formed war saw Pact in 1955 increased conflicts hence 
cold war.  

6.  The secret manufacturing and development of dangerous weapons like atomic bombs, air 
jets, tents etc. by the western blocks such as U.S.A and Britain; raised  suspicious in the 
eastern block led by the former USSR because the eastern block under USSR fail to 
know the motives of U.S.A and Britain hence in reply in 1948 USSR shocked the west by 
dipping an atomic bombs leading to more tension, In 1960 USSR was the first nation to 
send her Aeroplane to the moon known as Apollo and reply U.S.A did the same in 
1970s.    

7.  The involvement of U.S.A in affairs on matters of Europe; this hungered Russia with its 
expansionism policy aiming at spreading  communism in the world, U.S.A involved in 
the European matters e.g. turkey and Greece which was not accepted by Russia which 
saw it as the undermining her power and influence  in the east. There after Russia 
interfered into those state contrary to UNO’s charter which against a nation to interfere 
internal matters of another state which led to the increase of conflict between eastern 
block and western block 

Manifestation of the cold war  

The following are the areas where the cold war was very much existed;  

            i.  Through the creation of military alliances which were NATO in 1949 against war saw 
pact in 1950s.  

       ii.In the Cuban missiles crisis of October 1962; whereby the west led by U.S.A forced 
Russia to withdraw her army and weapons for Cuba  

        iii.The Truman doctrine of 1947; whereby the president of U.S.A declared that it is a duty 
of U.S.A to prevent the spread of communism everywhere in the world, so as capitalism 
to win by spreading different parts of the world thus why the Truman would offer aid to 
any nation which was under the treaty.  
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       iv. The Berlin airlift of 1949; whereby for eleven months USSR blocked all the roads, 
railways and canal traffic from the west Germany capitalist forcing them to feed their 
people in west Berlin by air, this was due to the post dam arrangement in which the 
eastern Berlin was given to Russia and the western Berlin was given capitalist. 

       v.  The Greece and turkey incident in 1947, This was due to the community who wanted to 
overthrow the Greece and turkey government followed by capitalist ideology and which 
was under the British colonies because British was weak military and economically to 
compete with Russia, she appealed to U.S.A to intervene, U.S.A intervened in crushing 
the communist elements.  

      vi.  The marshal plan policy of 1947; whereby  U.S.A in this policy of the marshal plan 
wanted colonies to be free for U.S.A to invest, exploit, get labor, market and raw 
materials. But also U.S.A wanted the capitalist western block to unite against the creation 
of COMENCON (Council of Mutual assistance in eastern Europe led by Russia). 

   vii.   The post dam conference of 1945; the western powers were willing to share the 
administration of their zones and sections, however there was the creation of eastern 
German under Russia and the creation of Taiwan of 1949 under the strong American 
support following the communist Chinese revolution in 1948, Taiwan was recognized as 
an independent nation by America while china claimed to be part of his nation.  

      Causes/reasons/factors for the collapse of the cold war  

1.  Imperialist maneuvers/tricks.  

This led to the collapse of the cold war because the capitalists used a lot of mechanism 
and efforts to make sure that could war should not exist in the world hence the cold war 
collapsed, capitalists helped to come into power the reformist leaders in Russia like 
Mikhail Gorbachev with his policy of perestroika and glasnost and there after president 
Born Yeltsin whose his policies supported capitalism and ceased the cold war.  

2.  The big power were not interested in any more conflicts after the great war in the cold war 
(WWI &WWII) which lead to the threat of the world peace and security. Therefore those 
big powers wanted the lasting peace, security and mutual co existence, hence a need to 
end the cold war e.g. they held the high level talks between U.S.A and USSR about the 
end of the cold war; this talks involved the president (Khrusher) of Russia and eisen 
hower (U.S.A) in 1959 and 1969 and later between Khrusher and president John 
Kennedy of U.S.A. likewise there was establishment of Washington to Moscow hotlines 
in 1963 as a direct communication link to prevent cold war resulting from 
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misunderstandings and in 1963 USSR, U.S.A and Britain signed a test ban treaty in 
Moscow aiming at disarmament and arms control, all these aimed to end the cold war.  

3.  Promotion of cooperation between the opposite camps i.e. eastern and western through 
signing of agreement e.g. in 1963 the soviet – American and Anglo – American 
agreement e.g. 1963 were signed to foster (strengthen) cooperation between the opposite 
camps to end the cold war.  

4.  Formation of NAM by the newly independent nations in 1961 which did not want to be 
involved in the cold war, hence NAM came with the formation of south commission as 
an attempt to prevent the cold war and neo – colonialism; hence NAM managed to 
convince the leaders of the super powers to hold different summit talk in order to prevent 
the arm race with conflicting in the third world countries, this led to the collapse of the 
cold war.  

5.  The collapse of USSR and the eastern block with  their ideology of socialism; due to lack 
of enough economic competition led to end of rivalry and cold war because after the fall 
of USSR, U.S.A was left alone as the super power in the world which is now existing as a 
unipolar world trying to do whatever suits her interests;  as the former president of U.S.A 
George W. Bush said “the new world order” which means U.S.A is the police of the 
world with preemptive treaty (policy) which means  attack any nation before being 
attacked.  

6.  The efforts taken by UN to end the cold war; was another reason for the collapse of the 
cold war because; UN made endless talks for ending of enemies/hostilities between the 
western camp and the eastern camp, this led to the end of the cold war.  

7.  Realization on the part of U.S.A and USSR which were the super powers of the world in 
those days; this realized that there was a big short fall in food production caused by over 
concentration on arm race, space exploitation LDC tend to involve in civil wars due to 
arm races from the super power to these LDC but also the testing ground of weapons are 
in the third world hence they need to end the cold war.  

Effects of the cold war  

The effects of the cold war were mostly serious in the LDC as elaborated below;  

1.   The cold war divided the world into two camps; which were the eastern block with 
socialist ideology and western block with capitalist ideology. But this was more 
serious in the LDC because these LDC defended on big powers for their development 
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hence the LDC were supposed to follow whatever the super power wanted for their 
development.  

2.    The cold war led to interstate wars and civil wars especially in the LDC because 
different nations were supported by either western block or eastern block, but also 
different groups in the same nation that opposed to each other were also supported 
separately by the two different camps of either western or eastern block e.g. in 
Angola, Mozambique, Afghanistan and in interstate wars are northern Korea against 
southern Korea in 1950s, Vietnam against U.S.A war 1980s.  

3.  The cold war led  to military coup d’état in many countries of the world; especially in 
the LDC because different countries were sponsored by rival blocks eastern or 
western against the government which was on power and accelerate the rise of 
dictators who could support them in power. E.g. in 1972 in Uganda, Milton Obote 
was overthrown by Amin dada, in Ghana 1966; Nkrumah was overthrown by 
capitalist labels, in Ethiopia mangtsu was overthrown by the capitalist labels.  

4.   The cold war led to establishment of military bases in different countries in the world; 
this was because U.S.A with western block established military bases in the LDC in 
spread of communism in  the name of the terrorism e.g. U.S.A bases in Kenya, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwaiti Somalia as USSR did in Cuba to protect her interest in the eastern 
camp.  

5.   The cold war led to the influence of Russia to support liberation movement in 
colonial areas especially in Africa for self rule in order the colonized people to defeat 
and get out of colonialism which had the same aim of capitalism due to evils of 
colonialism and capitalism in the colonies e.g. exploitation, humiliation, oppression 
and segregation. E.g. the movements supported by Russia were MPLA in Angola, 
FRELIMO in Mozambique and PAIGC in Guinea Bissau.  

6. The cold war led to transfer of military technology and arm factory from developed 
countries/super powers to the LDC; in order to strengthen their military power and be 
able to defend themselves with different ideology and protect their nations against 
their enemies e.g. in south Africa during the apartheid policy.  

7.   The cold war was an obstacle to pan – Africanism and formation of OAU; since the 
cold war had divided the African states into two camps the following different 
ideologies e.g. the Casablanca(socialist) and the Monrovia were the capitalist, hence 
these two blocks disagreed in many issues except on one thing which was opposing 
the apartheid policy in south Africa. 
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8.  The cold war led many third world countries to benefit from the cold war situation 
because the two blocks were willing to offer as much aids as possible in order to 
maintain their friendship and presence/existence in LDC e.g. the liberation movement 
in Zaire, Angola and Cuba in socialist, in capitalist in Kenya, Afghanistan etc. 

9.  The cold war strengthened and prolonged the existence of apartheid policy in south 
Africa; since the western camp strongly needed friendship with economically 
strategic of south African Boers regime like president De – Clark and president 
Botter.  

10.The cold war prolonged the Israel – Arabs conflict because of the supports both 
military and economically from the eastern camp and western camps; whereby the 
western provided economic aids and armies to Israel and the eastern camps provided 
armies to Arabs. 

  

                  THE END OF COLD WAR 
 
 The chief cause of the end of the cold war was the collapse of communism in society union and 
Eastern Europe. Under the president Mikhail Gorbacher who cause to power in the mind of 
1980’s USSR started to restrictive her international and Foreign policies. 

  This eventually led to the disintegration of USSR and eventually the end of cold war. 

All in all the cause for the end of cold war can be summarized into two factors:- 

  i. The reign of Mikhail Gorbacher who restricted society’s foreign policies. 

  ii.The influence of USA 

 iii.Economic difficulties in USSR during the sign of Gobacher. 

Conclusion 

In December 1989 -1990 Gorbacher and George H.W Bush declared the cold war officially over 
at a summit meeting in Malta. 

CONSEQUENCES OF THE END OF COLD WAR 

1.       They marked the end of the broadly bipolar structure based on us. Society rivalry 
which the international system has assumed since the late 1940’s. 
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2.       The Former communist states experience serious problems of transition ranging from 
economic collapse. Which affected them all e.g. in society union because 
Czechoslovakia  and Yugoslavia the disintegration of state itself was experienced. 

3.       It resulted to the new or modified roles for international organization, for instance it 
ended the automatic split in the united nation (UN) Security Council along cold war lines. 
This related for the UN to work as a collective body 

4.       The end of cold war had an impact on various multilateral treaty organizations. The 
war saw pact was disband led, while the north Atlantic treaty organization (NATO) 
struggled to reconceive itself it being redefined.  Itself it being redefined. 

 
 
THE NUCLEAR ARMS RACE AND THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS (1962) 

Peace is the state of harmony that exist between/among societies, individuals or even worldwide. 
Or Peace is the opposite of chaos, disharmony and conflicts.  

Armament  

Is the process of equipping for war/process of preparing for war with initials manufacturing of 
weapons for use in case of war.  

Arm race  

Is the completion among nations in the process of equipping themselves for war.  

Disarmament  

Is the process of reducing, limiting, controlling or eliminating nations’ army forces and this can 
be done by international agreements like the strategic arms limitation treaties (SALT). 

     Factors for the arm race 

1.  Existence of the cold war between U.S.A and USSR with their respective camps which 
was western block under U.S.A and the eastern bloc under USSR; this caused the arm 
race because each camp was trying to manufacture more weapons hopping that one day 
the capitalist and the communist will fight.  

2.  The need to maintain the balance of power among nations of the world; so that no one 
nation should military be a threat to others so the super power learnt the situation which 
was caused by Britain and France when Britain was the master of military in the sea, and 
the France the master of military on land. Therefore in the 20th century nations wanted to 
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avoid unequal balance of power which existed in Europe between France and Britain 
hence they involved arm race.  

3.  Due to self defense; the super powers of those days argued that the increase of arm race 
was due to protecting and defending themselves against their enemies and conflicts 
brought by the existence of cold war and formation of military alliances like NATO and 
war saw Pact for the eastern block.  

4.  Arm race was due to aggressive purposes. This true when we consider the threat from the 
western block led by USA under the umbrella of NATO in the weak nation e.g. USA 
military has been used to invade other countries like Libya in 1988 and 2011, Iraq several 
times, Pakistan, Somalia, panama and Afghanistan.  

5.  Arm race is due to make other countries fear the super powers; because of their military 
and economically strong tend to threatened the weak nation especially the LDC in order 
to agree with their interest like imposition of their rule, culture etc. which operate through 
neo colonialism e.g. countries fear U.S.A due to her strong military and economic which 
make U.S.A to use it as a symbol of power and supremacy in the world  

6.  Arm race was caused by the developed countries like U.S.A, Britain, USSR, Germany and 
France in looking for more influence and control in the LDC. E.g. according to those big 
powers saw the armament/arm race as the only way of increasing that capacity of 
influence and control the third world countries.  

7.  Arm race was also seen as an important strategy towards the third world crisis situation 
because the arm race could be used as the means to solve the problems in the LDC 
especially in occurrence of war in the world e.g. the nuclear weapons like atomic bombs 
could be used as a means of preventing the crisis.  

Note: 

The invasion of nuclear or atomic bombs was said to be a spark off (increase more) of the arm 
race because after USA tested her nuclear bombs in Mexico in 1945 which was made in 1942, 
USSR explored hers in 1949 and Britain did the same in 1952.  

The impacts of arm race to the world  

  1. It reduced the level of resources that could have been utilized in provisional of social and 
economic welfare of the people in the super powers and in the third world countries. 

  2. Many people had lost their lives/Occurrence of death due to use of nuclear chemical 
weapons and nuclear accidents such as in Nagasaki and Hiroshima atomic bombs 

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



dropped by U.S.A during WWII 1945, the Chernobyl disaster in soviet union (USSR) 
which caused untold biological bad consequences to life, the nuclear accident in Japan 
early to 2011 after the earth quack destroyed the manufacturing factory of nuclear 
weapons.  

 3.   Led to environmental destruction following testing, giving disposal of nuclear arm race 
or toxic on the environment.  

 4. The arm race has turned the LDC as to market for dangerous weapon made super powers 
which led political instability in the LDC such as the outbreak of civil wars and interstate 
wars like in Burundi, Rwanda, Libya, Angola, Tunisia, DRC etc. but also the interstate 
wars like Iran vs. Iraq, north Korea vs. south Korea etc. but also the LDC had been a 
testing ground of nuclear weapons which led the destruction of environment and conflicts 
in the LDC.  

  5. The arm race has been prevented the outbreak of the wars among the super powers 
because the super powers know the consequences of it and therefore they tend to remain 
only with cold war politics.  

 6. The arm race has caused the problem of refugees; due to war emanated/fueled by the 
super powers in the process of arm race the problem of refugees tend to face the LDC 
which have turned to be the moments of the arms from the super powers e.g. refugees of 
Angola, Rwanda, Burundi, Liberia, DRC, Somalia, Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, Syria etc.  

 7. The arm races have led to the increase of budget/ money/ fund in buying of guns in the 
LDC, but it has also increased budget in the super powers in the process of arm races 
hence it is costly and consume a lot of money that the developed nation could have 
channeled to the LDC for more development instead of using money for arm race.  

     Attempts made towards disarmament  

 1.Through agreements. E.g. through strategic arms limitation treaties (SALT) e.g. SALT 
ONE  and SALT TWO, these were talks aimed at strategic arm limitation which 
involved in U.S.A and USSR, their talks started from November 1969 to may 1972 with 
the signing of SALT ONE by president Nixon of USA and president Brezhnev of USSR 
which was signed in Moscow.  

2.   Through using UN general assembly in 1982 during the UN special disarmament session 
which called for elaboration and gradual implementation of nuclear disarmament 
program. 

Contents of salt one  
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1.  It agreed on limitation of defensive ballistic missile systems.  

2.  Involve the code of conduct for dealing with the crisis situation in the third world 
countries.  

Importance of salt one  

1.  Helps the two powers to improve their relations.  

2. The two powers reached agreements on the nuclear weapons especially putting or 
observing on reduction nuclear weapons for nations intending to manufacture more 
nuclear weapons.  

3.   The big powers played more active role in the LDC on the problem facing them due to 
arms.  

SALT TWO 

This began in 1974 conducted by President Jimmy Carter of USA and Brezhnev of USSR; 
however the USA senator refused to ratify because the agreement aimed at putting more efforts 
on a number of missile launched/ established and bombers possessed by the two powers.  

The Washington treaty of 1972 

This aimed at putting limitation of naval armament by determine the ration for allocation of ships 
among the major naval powers of U.S.A, Britain, Japan, France, Italy and USSR. 

The test ban treaty between U.S.A and USSR 

This was resulted after the Cuban missile crisis whereby U.S.A and USSR had a direct 
confrontation on the missile put in Cuba by Russia.  

Impact of collapse of USSR with the socialist block and the arm race  

The USSR with eastern bloc which climaxed in early 1990s had a lot of impact on arm race as 
elaborated below;  

1.   It led to end up of cold war which was a chief source of arm race between USSR and 
U.S.A. 

2.   The war saw Pact became incapable of making weapons and continue with race in 
making weapons. This led to the end of the war saw pact and USSR after its collapse 
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which led to remain Russia also join NATO which was pure a military alliance of the 
west.  

3.  The socialist blocks after the collapse of USSR remained free from the competition of arm 
race and started to criticize and fight for disarmament.  

4.   The U.S.A is now the dominant super power in the world; which has increased her 
military capacity to highest level hence U.S.A has remained as UNIPOLAR calling 
herself as the policy of the world e.g. U.S.A has different military bases in almost corner 
of the world trying to defend and protect her interest which manifested itself in neo – 
colonialism in the LDCs.   

The problem of controlling the arm race  

1.  Absence of mutual trust; the major powers have failed to trust each other as regarded to 
armament inspections and control hence most disarmament negotiation have failed.  

2. Different propaganda between the east and the west on respecting treaties on disarmament 
and appealing to the international community; this have been a cheating program/ bogus 
agreement or cheating program in such as at camps try to use so as they can increase 
arms for their interest hence control problem or fail to control arm races.  

3. The collapse of USSR; this has caused a problem on controlling arm race because U.S.A 
and her allies are now monopolizing the nuclear weapons e.g. USA forced other 
countries to with draw from manufacturing of dangerous weapons e.g. Iraq, Iran, Syria, 
north Korea etc. this has been taken as unfair as USA does not respect the disarmament 
treaties anywhere instead  USA and her allies are increasing nuclear weapons each year 
hence difficult to control the arm race.  

4.  The control problem; there has been a control problem on the matters relating with 
disarmament  because the super power especially U.S.A is the leading on arm race e.g. 
1946 the UN atomic energy commission declared a nuclear disarmament because U.S.A 
had monopoly over atomic powers but UN  was unable.  

Question: 

Why disarmament/ why fighting for disarmament? 

The struggle for disarmament through different methods like treaties, destruction of weapon or 
consultation, conventions etc. was due to the following;  
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(i)    Fear of spread of dangerous weapons to the third world; where these dangerous weapons 
were in danger with the global peace and security.  

(ii) Fear of possible nuclear accidents that may happen due to mishandling of weapons as 
what has been happened in other places of the world e.g. in January 1968 B52 bomber 
crushed in green land and nuclear weapons in it (B52) fell into sea, the weapons released 
dangerous radioactive materials in water around green land in 1979, there was nuclear 
accident in island nearby New - York in 2011 in Japan.  

(iii)    Fear of ending up with survival in case of the outbreak of the nuclear war, it destroys 
the whole world.  

(iv)  Fear to reduce the level of resources that could have been utilized in provision of social 
and economic welfare of the people in the super powers and in the LDCs.  

(v)  Fear of environmental degradation following testing, firing or disposal of nuclear 
arms/toxins.  

(vi)  Fear of turning the LDCs as a market for the super powers in the term of buying nuclear 
weapons. 

(vii)Fear of the outbreak of interstate war which would result the refugees problem especial 
in the LDCs. 

(viii)  Fear of the increase of enmity and conflicts among different nations of the world.  

(ix)Fear of losing more money in different parts of the world whether in the super powers or 
LDCs because a lot of money could be used to manufacture these weapons in the super 
powers but also the LDCs may use their money to buy their weapons.  

(x)  Fear of revenge; if countries may involve in arm race therefore a situation of revenge 
may occur because of confidence among nations possessing nuclear weapons.  

Types of disarmament  

1.   General disarmament.  

This involved the efforts of all nations in disarmament program. 

2.   Local disarmament.  

This involves the limited number of countries in disarmament program.  
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3.    Quantitative disarmament.  

This refers to reduction of all types of weapons.  

4.    Qualitative disarmament.  

This concentrate on specific category of weapons  

     Manifestation of the arm race  

1.  In the formation of military alliance in the world e.g. war saw Pact Vs NATO, SEATO, 
CENTO, ANZUS, OAS etc. all these enmity/hostility military alliances show the 
presence of arm races. 

2.  Formation of military bases especially in LDC by the big powers e.g. US – military bases 
in east Africa, Mogadishu, Saudi Arabia etc. and USSR in Cuba for her ballistic missiles.  

3.  Through the Cuban missile crisis in 1962 when USA were about to fight with USSR over 
Cuba, this happened when USA was forcing USSR to withdraw her missile in the 
communist Cuba so as defend Cuba from American threat this was due to the fact that 
USA has been threatening to overthrow Cuba since 1959, Cuban revolution led by Fidel 
Castro who made Cuba a communist state and nationalized all American investments in 
Cuba hence Cuba created a strong relationship with Russia.   

4.  The Taiwan crisis; in which Taiwan was protected and defended by U.S.A through her 
army e.g. all the elections in Taiwan was conducted under the supervision of US military 
because china wanted to interfere the election in Taiwan but through military threat of 
USA which warned china not to interfere china surrendered or gave up.  

  

The Cuban missile crisis in October 1962  

The Cuban missile crisis was a major direct confrontation between the USA and USSR that 
occurred on October 1962 over the issues of the soviet which had supplied missile in installation 
in Cuba. Sometimes this is referred as a Caribbean crisis or October crisis and the Cuban 
missiles crisis is regarded by many countries of the world as a closest approach to nuclear war.  

The Cuban crisis began when the U.S.A discovered that Cuba had secretly installed soviet 
missiles which was able to carry nuclear weapons and these nuclear weapons to hit targets across 
most of the U.S.A hence the discovery led to spark off/ increase the enmity between U.S.A and 
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USSR whereby U.S.A imposed a naval blockage of Cuba and demanded that the USSR must 
remove her missiles.   

The genesis/origin of the Cuban missile crisis  

1.  In 1960 a tension began between Cuba and U.S.A; this led to the soviet President Nikita 
Khrushev began planning to supply secretly missiles in Cuba which could 
produce/deliver nuclear weapons, assuming that U.S.A would not take any action. 

2.  By 1962 the missile crisis was spread in U.S.A because of reports that USSR was 
channeling weapons to Cuba and in September 1962 US president John F Kennedy 
warned the soviets that “the greatest issue would arise” due to press of dangerous 
weapons in Cuba.  

3.   In October 14, 1962 the US planners flying over in Cuba investigated on the ballistic 
missiles and on October 16, 1962 the US intelligence officers presented President 
Kennedy with photograph showing nuclear missile bases under construction in Cuba. The 
photo suggested for the preparation of two which were the medium range ballistic missile 
which was able to travel about 1100 neutral miles. Intermediate range ballistic  missiles 
which was able to reach targets at distance of about 2200Nm (4100 Km) this missiles 
placed most major US – cities such as Los Angles, Chicago and new York city within a 
range of nuclear attack.  

4. Kennedy saw the evidence of nuclear capable bombers; hence Kennedy faced a situation 
with potentially grave consequences. However he had no clear choice on the action to 
take against Russia though he knew that an attack on soviet is like to attack the global 
nuclear war that would result in loss of millions of life of the people.  

5.  U.S.A promised to defend the city of  Berlin in Germany which was under the pressure 
following the threats from the communist. East Germany in which Khrushev had 
threatened to take over the west Berlin and told Kennedy that he was willing to bring the 
matter to the point of war e.g. president khrushev set a deadline of 13 days for the 
resolutions of the matter.  

6.    Before the Cuban missile crisis began Kennedy and his advisors believed that US 
nuclear superiority would prevent any aggressive soviet moves; but when the 
photographs of missiles arrived Kennedy and his experts agreed that the weapons might 
have placed in Cuba to keep USA from going to war over West Berlin. However 
Kennedy continued in believing in his nuclear superiority for him “doing nothing about 
the missiles would only increase the danger in another war threatening crisis later in the 
year this time over Berlin”.  
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7.     The Cuban missile crisis lasted only 30 days but it had very important psychological and 
historical significances. 

REASONS FOR THE USSR LAUNCHING OF NUCLEAR MISSILE IN CUBA 

1.       To stop USA attempt to over throw communist government of Cuba under Fidel 
Castro. USA attempted to overthrow Fidel catro in two movements. 

     a)      The bag if pigs invasion 

-It was an unsuccessfully action by a CIA trained force of Cuban exilar to invade southern Cuba; 
it was an attempt to overthrow Fidel Castro in April 1962. But the movement proved failure after 
being defeated by Cuban trained soldiers. 

     b)      Operation Mangoose (The Cuban Project) 

-This project was also known as special group Augmented 

- It was a program of central intelligent Agency (CIA) Convert operations 
develop        during    the early years of president of U.S.A John F. Kennedy. On November 30, 
1961 the aggressive convert operation was launched against the communist government of Fidel 
Castrol. 

- There fore even that movement failed again USSR launched the Nuclear Missile in Cuba so as 
to threaded US interference on Cuba internal affairs. 

2.       It was also a reaction toward western European and US a moment process. 

USSR was threatened by the military advancement of Western Europe and the USA. Far instance 
in 1958 United Kingdom deployed. Thor IRBM (International Range Ballistic Missiles) 

Also Jupiter IRBM in Italy an Turkey in 1961. 

Also USA built 100 missiles having capacity to strila Moscow with Nuclear war heads. 

3.      Military strategic reason to USSR. Cuba is very near to USA; therefore, nuclear 
missile in Cuba was a serious threat to the USA. 

HOW THE CONFRONTATION ENDED 

The confrontation ended on October 28, 1962 when President John F. Kennedy of USA and 
secret agreement with Khrushcher (Nikita) of USSR. 

Publicity they agreed that societ Union would dismantle their offensive weapons in Cuba and 
return them to societ Union, subject to UN verification in exchange for a USA public declaration 
and agreement to never invade Cuba. 
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-Secretly the US agreed that it would dismantle all us built the and Jupiter IRBMS, developed 
in   Europe and Turkey. 

THE CREATION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL (1948) AND THE PALESTINIAN       

•          UNO’S motives to divide Palestine (1947) 
•          Impact of the declaration of the independence of new state of Israel. 
•          Causes and outcomes of the Arab-Jenish wars. 
•          Camp David and the Egyptian-Israel Peace (1978 -1979) between Israel and PLO. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF PALESTINIAN  

The origin of the problem went back almost 2,000 years when most of the Jewish were driven 
out of Palestine which was their honeland by Romans. 

•          In fact, small communities of Jews stayed in Palestine and over the following 1700 
years there was a gradual trickle of Jews returning from exile. 

•          The movement of Jecus  to return to their land of Palestine is known as 
Zionism.  There fare Zionism represents itself as a political movement concerned 
principally with the establishment of Jewish state in Palestine. 

•          British Foreign Minister Arthur Balfour in 1917 promised to create a none for the 
Jew in “Balfour Declaration” 

•          Palestine became a British mandate to replace ottoman Empire which was 
suppressed during the first world war. Therefore large numbers of Jecus began to arrive 
in Palestine and Arabs protests greatly the exhodus of Jenish settlement. 

UNO’S MOTIVES TO DEVIDE PALESTINE (1947) 

•        UNO implemented the partition plan of Palestine in 1947 in order to create the state 
of Israel 

•        The key objective of UNO to divide Palestine to reconcile peace among the 
Palestine  Arabs an the Jewish 

•         Further more UN also was sympathized by the mass genocide of Jews by Adolf 
Hitler in Germany therefore creation of the Jewish state was an attempt to resque the 
Jews from mistreatment.  

IMPACTS OF DECLARATION OF NEW STATE OF ISRAEL (1948)  

1.       It led to the growth of conflict between Palestinians Arabs and the Jewish due to the 
land question. 

2.       Emergence of suicide bombing attacks to the Jewish by the Palestinian Arabs. 
3.       Interference of USA and the western country to the Middle East politics and 

diplomacy. Mostly they intend to mediate/are conciliate are bring peace but internally to 
defend the Jews. 

4.       Formation of ant-Jews organization and military wings. These were formed by the 
Palestinians to foster liberation movement e.g.: P.L.O. 
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5.       Officially it ended the British man dale over Palestine.  

ARAB –JEWISH WARS (1956 -1973) 

•          These wars were the manifestation of inherent conflict between the Arabs nations 
and the Jewish due to the question of land on Palestine. 

•          On the other land the Jewish were on the defense motive to restore their land which 
they grabbed from the Palestinians.  

CAUSES OF ARABS – JEWISH WARS. 

1.       Proclamation of Israel state (1947) (1948) implemented  

The united nation resolved the decision to divide Palestine and declared the independent state of 
Israel. There fare the Arab would denied the existence of Israel state on Arab land hence the act 
break of the wars.  

2.       Jewish expansion on Arab land  

The influx of Jewish settlers began during the rule of British on Palestine therefore before British 
withdraw all from Palestine, Jewish invaded Tiberias (April 19, 1948), Haifa (April Jaffa (April 
28), The Arab quarters in Jerusalem (April 30), Beisan (May 3) Safad (May 10) and Acre (May 
14)  

3.       External force, Arab –Jewish war was influenced by external forced. These forces 
involved the big nation fore example USSR and (Czechoslovakia provided weapons to 
Arab countries while USA Britain and France provided weapons to Jewish. 

4.       Religious factor, most of the Arabs are Muslims while the Jewish. Are Christians. 
The Arabs believe in Jihad, the holy war to defend Muslims and Island and the Jewish 
believe in crusade war. There fore conflict was inevitable. 

5.       Racism, Jews believe that they are superior race chosen by God and have the rights to 
dominate all interior race hence conflict. And on the other hand the Arabs land is an 
insult to their race hence they declared to defend the Palestinian Arabs.  

IMPACTS OF ARAB-JEWISH WARS.  

1.       Death. Many people in the Middle East died due to several attacks from both sides, 
many Jews and Arabs died. 

2.       The grab of Arab wealth by the Jews. Jews took an advantage of the war to grab Arab 
wealth during the war, these included livestock’s and minerals. 

3.       Displacement of Arab settlement. Most of the Palestinian Arabs lost their land in the 
hand of Jews Eg: West bank Gaza 

4.       Increase of number of refugees, there was increasing number of refugees because 
most of the Palestinian. Arabs left their lands to the neighboring countries.  

(About 711,000 refugees). Eg: In Jordan  
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5.       Disintegration of United Arab front opposition to Israel. After the war many Arab 
nations started to disintegrate to oppose Israel. For example Egypt signed a peace treaty 
with Israel (Camp David). 

6.       Destruction of Arab economy, buildings and infrastructures were totally destroyed.  

CAMP DAVID AND EGYPTIAN ISRAEL PEACE TREAT (1978 -79)  

•          Through the 1970’s Arab –Israel negotiations continued to dominate the agenda of 
Middle East International Politics. 

•          The United States, seeing the effects that Arabs Israel conflict could have on world 
economy pressed for solution to the conflict. 

•          The camp David refers to the reconcile on the issue of middle east crisis 
•          Factor which led to the peace agreement were the frequent wars between the Jews 

and the Arabs. 
•          During the camp David many Arabs nations refused to attend the agreements at 

camp David, but support of the agreements 
•          The support of Egypt led to the 1978 peace treaty between Israel and Arabs.  

AGREEMENTS OF EGYPTIAN –JEWS PEACE TREATY. 

        i.            Israel agreed to return Sinai to Egypt, during the war Jewish conquer the land in 
Egypt as the result Egypt wanted back her land and was affected in 1982 when the land was 
returned to Egypt.  

      ii.            Also they had to negotiate Palestinian autonomy measures in the Israel occupied 
west Bank and Gaza strip.  

    iii.            They had to reconcile Egyptian Israel diplomatic relations. They agreed to establish 
diplomatic relationship among   them  

IMPACT OF THE CAMP DAVID AGREEMENTS  

        i.            If led to the division of Arab state e.g. Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt become 
close to Western countries and USA  

      ii.            Camp David did not become the basis for comprehensive settlement of Arab Israel 
conflict.  

      iii.            It led to the reduction of conflict among Arabic and Jewish. That means the 
consequence was to radically alter the strategic balance in Arab –Israel conflict.  

      iv.            Increase of confidence to Israel. Started to gain confidence due to the decrease of 
Arab opposition.  

      v.            Camp David cemented the US- Egyptian relationship and isolated Soviet Union in 
the Middle East. 
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NEO COLONIALISM AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT IN THE THIRD WORLD 
COUNTRIES 

CONCEPT OF NEO COLONIALISM AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
 
NEO  COLONIALISM (CONTEMPORARY COLONIALISM)  

Is a situation in which a country is independent politically but still dominated by another country 
(usually strong and imperia list) economically, culturally, socially and even military with aimed 
at restoration (restoring) and preservation of the imperialist positions in the LDCs. 

This started after colonies achieve their independence in 20th century up to 21st century. 

OR 

Neo-colonialism is a direct control of an independent nation by another country which is more 
powerful economically, socially and military, hence Neo-colonialism is the method that the 
former colonial masters planned in order to continue exploiting their former colonies after they 
got their political independence. 

Neo-colonialism is a continuation of colonialism in a country which is politically independent 
under new conditions like to agree conditions of SAP’S such as devaluation of currencies, 
reduction of workers, cost sharing in social services etc. with all these conditions aims at 
controlling the former colonies indirectly. 

OR 

Is the situation whereby a country is politically independent but economically dependent, hence 
under Neo-colonialism there were no indigenous people have succeeded to liberate themselves 
from colonial rule but they are still milled economically by imperialist power hence a country 
with Neo-colonization is a country of flag independence 

OR 

Neo-colonialism means one country politically independent but still dominated by other 
countries usually strong economically. 

UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
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According to Walter Rodney on his book of “How Europe underdeveloped  Africa; he argued 
that under development is not absence of development rather is the process of comparing 
between one society with another, one country with another and continent by continent. 

Hence under development is a relative term which denotes a situation of economic, social or 
even political backwardness when it cover on the situation of comparison to that in advanced 
countries; African is underdeveloped when you compare Africa with America or Europe. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF NEO – COLONIALISM 

1. A country with neo-colonialism is characterized with economic dependence because; a 
country with neo-colonialism cannot decide on its own as fallacies as economic is concern, 
rather they have to depend from capitalist nation for development in those nations. 
 
2. A country is also characterized by under development because it is exploited by the 
imperialists through indirectly by using loans and grants which a country is given from IFM, WB 
and other international cooperation’s hence after the loans and grants; the rich harvest the super 
profit from LDCs which are taken to develop their countries in Europe and Northern America. 
 
3. A country by puppet regime which works daily to supervise the operations of Neo-colonialism 
in their nations for interest of the capitalist in Europe and U.S.A. 
 
4. A country with no national culture; this is because a nation under neo-colonialism is forced to 
follow and implement culture like way of dressing,  eating for the benefit of imperialist who 
impose their culture in that nations. 
 
5. A country has no political will of its own; this is because everything politically is directed 
from outside countries and the remaining masers have no say (decision) over their political will. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF UNDER DEVELOPMENT IN LDC’s 

1.  1. Underdeveloped characterized by economic dependence; this is because the LDCs are poor 
economically and always rely on the developed countries for economic assistance and Aids e.g. 
Assistance and AID from IMF, WB, European Union, Paris – club etc. Hence the LDCs tend to 
depend on the rich countries economically e.g.  They depend on clothes, machines, cars, goods 
and technology from developed countries. 
 
2. Underdeveloped week technological and industrial base hence the LDCs import technology 
from developed countries in their attempt to the industries e.g. the LDCs do import technology 
like redder, laboratory equipment, agricultural equipment and industrial technologies. 
 
3. Underdevelopment is lack of strong internal linkages of the economy due to weak link 
between sectors such as agriculture and industry, because of this the LDCs have remained as a 
producers of agricultural raw materials and the buyers of manufacturing goods from abroad e.g. 
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The LDC s produce cocoa, groundnuts, rubber, wheat, tea, cotton etc. with all these agricultural 
products are taken to be manufactured as goods in developed countries and later on these goods 
are imported and later on these goods are imported to the LDCs where they are sold highly. 
 
4. The LDCs there is political instability because many of the third world countries are victims of 
civil wars and interstate wars due to availability of guns and interface of internal matters by the 
super powers with regard to the level of development in the LDCs, destruct peace and security 
and led to the influx of refugees to neighboring countries e.g. Refugees of Rwanda, Burundi and 
DRC in Tanzania, Refugees of Ethiopia and Somalia in Kenya, Tunisia, Egypt, Libya in Mali 
etc. 
 
5. Underdevelopment is characterized by price fluctuation of raw materials from the LDCs in the 
world market due to in-ability of the LDC’s to fix prices for both their export and import, hence 
all the prices of raw materials and manufactured goods are fixed by the imperialist at the world 
market e.g. In 2000’s the prices of cotton was US - $5 PER Kg while in 2011 the prices of cotton 
was 3 US dollar per kg and the price keeps on changing each year with affect the LDC s who 
cannot fix the prices in the world market. 
 
6. The LDC s are characterized by low per capital income; this is because people in these 
countries do earn low earnings and majority of them are unemployed and their selling of 
agricultural raw materials always harvest low profit hence low per capital income for people 
living in LDCs. 
 
7. LDCs have low growth national product (G.N.P.). 
 
This is because countries found in the LDC s always are exploited by the developed countries 
e.g. their agricultural raw materials in the world market face the problem of price fluctuation, 
minerals are exploited for the benefit of the rich countries all these led to low gross national 
product. 
 
8. LDCs have mono-cultural economies in which their economies are based on one cash crop or 
mineral production due to absence of economic diversification hence with price fluctuation in the 
world market. These countries suffer much economically. 
 
9. The 3rd countries have low value of their currencies compare to that 7 currencies of the 
developed countries e.g. the sh. of Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania have low value compare with 
dollars of US, Dutch mark of Germany, pounds of Britain etc.  Likewise there is devaluation of 
currencies in the 3rd world countries it the common feature. 
 
10.There is rate of illiteracy, infant mortality rate and low life expectancy compared to that of 
Europe or U.S.A, in sufficient calorific intake, high rate of diseases like epidemic diseases i.e. 
HIV, Ebola and TB. 
 
11.Oil crisis is also problem in the LDCs.  
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12.There problems of hunger, famine, floods and drought. 
 

MECHANISMS USED TO PERPETUATE NEO – COLONIALISM IN LDCs 

Neo-colonialism operates in different areas/angles in the former colonies like controlling the 
economies of LDC s, imposing their culture in the 3rd world countries, planting their puppet 
leaders to control the government in the LDCs, puppet leaders to control the government in the 
LDCs, training military officers etc. as what the major mechanism as elaborated below. 

ECONOMICALLY 

The former colonial masters impose/provide harsh conditionality for their aid they provide to the 
LDC s for develop, these conditions are like; 

  1.  Privatization of economy. 

Whereby the poor nation are formed to privatize their economy which used to be shared by 
all indigenous class hence Neo-colonial states cannot manage to exercise unless to privatize 
their economy. 

  2.  Welcoming foreign investors to invest in neo-colonies on condition that they repatriate with 
their profit in foreign exchange. 

  3.  Giving loans and grants on conditions that the recipient world abandon mono partism and 
follow/peruse multiparty, devaluate their currencies, adopt cost sharing etc. but also the 
LDCs have to pay loans with high interest. 

 4.  Forcing the LDCs to abandon the price commission and later the prices full and revise price 
fluctuation, according to the law of supply and demand which is purely a capitalist would 
market in with the capitalist control the world market and fix prices of raw materials from 
LDCs – hence the government of LDCs should allow trade liberalization to operate in their 
countries. 

 5.Supporting joint ventures organization like NGO’s working jointly with local people in 
different areas. 

MILITARY 

1.  The rich countries send military aid like military hardware such as weapons to keep peace and 
security and bringing unit in the LDCs; but also the rich countries tend to train soldiers of the 
LDC s in order to have military skills, knowledge and experience in protecting and defending 
their countries against their enemies.  

2.  Sometimes the rich counties tend to come with the troops pretending that they are after peace 
keeping and defending countries against libels e.g. in the Franco phone countries where the 
French always used this trek to take the resources of the former colonies e.g. Sierra – Leone, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Chad, Mali etc. likewise currently the rich countries tend to establish 
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military bases on the soil of the developing countries to defend their harvested interest there 
e.g. in Mombasa – Kenya, Somalia, Pakistani, Saud Arabia etc. 

3.    Politically 

The government in neo-colonies are controlled by the rich nations by supporting and 
financing puppet leaders to take power and control the government in the LDCs hence puppet 
leaders are forced to implement the interest of the imperialist such as exploiting the resources 
of their country for the benefit and interest of imperialist e.g. the late Seseseko Mobutu in 
Zaire (D.R.C.) and late Laurent Kabila in (D.R.C.) Charles Taylor in Liberia, The Late Fodey 
Senko in Sierra – Leone. Likewise Neo-colonialism operate through organizations led by 
their former colonial masters e.g. for the common wealth (for ex-British colonies) and Franco 
Phone (for ex-French Colonies). 

4.   Socially 

Neo-Colonialism operate through different ways such as introducing western culture in 
which people of the LDC s are forced to follow western culture like dressing style, eating 
style etc. but also people of LDC s have forced to follow education system of the west by 
abandoning different and important things in education system practiced in the LDC s by 
adopting the western education system. 

5.   Culturally 

Neo-colonialism operate through introduction of western dancer, films and cinema, 
phonographs and many others evil with  affect people in 3rd world countries culturally with 
all those affect e.g. people of LDC s are now abandon their traditional dances (drams) songs, 
music due to operation of Neo-colonialism. 

IMPACT/EFFECTS OF NEO-COLONIALISM 

1. It led to political instability in many countries of LDC s due to civil wars and interstate wars, 
e.g. Angola, Burundi,  DRC and Somalia etc. 

2. It led to perpetuation of economic exploitation of the LDCs by big powers that usually tend to 
exploit resources for their benefit by using the back door, hence LDC s tend to stagnate 
economically. 

3. It led to economic dependence and problem due to export and import economy, harsh 
economic conditions, part by developed countries to the LDC s and control of the world 
market in which the prices of agricultural raw materials from LDCs keeps on changing due to 
price fluctuation. 

4. Led to total underdeveloped due to economic, political and cultural evils imposed in the LDC 
s by the rich nations like; devaluation of currencies, cost sharing in social services, paying 
high interest rate from the loans offered in the LDC s and exploitation of the resources of the 
LDC s done by Neo – colonialism dairy in the LDCs. 
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5. It Led to low level of science and technology due to importation of ready manufacture goods 
in the LDC s hence people of the LDC s tend to consume goods which have already made; 
this stagnate the knowledge, skills and experience of the people in the LDC s to develop their 
science and technology. 

6. It perpetuate cultural imperialism/impose western culture in LDCs; where by people of the 
LDCs tend to adopt, follow, respect and obey the cultural of Europeans such as dressing 
style, marriage, eating style and neglecting their own culture. 

7. It led to acute poverty in the LDC s due to control of the world market and fixing the prices of 
agricultural raw materials from the LDCs, much exploitation of resources of the LDCs, 
heavy conditions imposed by colonialist in the LDCs e.g. accepting loans with high interest 
all these lead to acute poverty among the people in the LDC s. 

8. It leads to continuation of the domination of the world market by imperialist powers. This is 
because the imperialist powers tend to dominate and control the world market for their own 
interest e.g. Rich nations tend to fix prices of the agricultural raw materials from LDC for 
their advantage while the products/manufactured goods from the rich nations are fixed in 
prizes in such a way that the LDC must be in disadvantage for them to benefit. 

9. It Leads to heavy indebtedness i.e. (leads to too much debts) in the LDC s due to continuous 
borrowing from imperialist nations usually from rich  and developed counties hence the LDC 
face the debt crisis daily and which have caused these developing countries to run bankrupt 
and fail to run their daily activities more smoothly. 

10. It Leads to un balanced and unimplemented budget in the LDC s due to over reliance i.e. too 
much depending from foreign aids, grants and loans; this has caused a lot of projects and dip 
plans such as constructing welling, and dawn/provision of good social services, construction 
of infrastructure methods, improvement of agricultural prod not implemented by the 
government of LDC s. 

11. It leads to death due to cooperation’s of Neo-colonialism in the LDC s like importing expired 
drugs, civil wars, etc. where the developed countries sell weapons to the fighting nation of 
same nation. 

12. It has caused LDCs not to have say on their own internal matters because of the continuous 
controlling of the internal affairs by the foreign powers through neo-colonialism and its 
organizations e.g. Nigeria was suspended from its common wealth membership after it killed 
the Ogoni environmental activities and the written Keny Saro Wiwa in 1996, Zimbabwe after 
Mugabe annexed the Land from European settlers and announcement of the national election. 

SOLUTIONS/SUGGESTED METHODS OF 
CONTAINING/PREVENTING/AVOID/COMBATING NEO–COLONIALISM AND 
UNDER DEVELOPMENT 

The following are the suggested methods and solution to prevent the problems of neo-
colonialism and under development in LDCs. 

1.Practicing the policy of self reliance by mobilizing our own natural and human resource, 
technology and industry so as we can avoid depending on abroad. 

2.Establishing and strengthening economic integrations among countries in the LDCs with the 
aim of having opportunities for industrialization, creating the wider market and having the 
big sell in the big trade and monetary system. 
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3.Through the UN meetings and regular summits the LDCs must seriously attack and condemn 
Neo – colonialism with its operation in LDC s. 

4.Establishing integrated self sustaining national economies for the aim of this LDC s must be 
self sustained economically and reduce to much depending on the developed countries e.g. 
the bilateral agreement as Uganda and Libya stated. 

5.Establishing local industries and developing those which  have attend established and 
appropriate local technology in order to avoid total reliance of developed industrial goods 
and technology. 

6.To establish our own multinational cooperation’s so that these multinational cooperation’s 
would be the solutions for the problems facing the LDC s economically like inter regional 
and international trade, market problems, provisional of aid, financial problem and grant 
problem. 

7. Establishing strong internal linkages in economies among different economic sectors in the 
LDCs in order for what may be produced in one sector must be manufactured in another 
sector for the drop of LDC s e.g. between agriculture and industrial sector. 

8. By getting control of our own economy through putting emphasis on the use of our own 
natural and human resources adopting appropriate technology in order to  build up self 
internal economy in steady of depending from outside.           

9.All LDCs should reject a western standard of consumption and living for both individual and 
all society because; the western standard of living and consumption are basing on 
exploitation of LDC s and their own poor people therefore any attempt of the LDC s to 
introduce western consumption and standard of living will led to creation of small classes of 
a very few people (the rich) to exploited the large class (poor). 

10.By farming alliance of the poor nations in dealing with the developed nations.  This will be 
the only solution to overcome the problem of dependence which face the LDC s e.g. the 
alliance of the poor nations will be in term of international trade, market, organizing labor 
etc. 

11.By forming consolidating the regional and inter regional economic groups like COMESA, 
SADDEC, EAC, ECOWAS, the Arab league etc. in which these regional groupings should 
help to widen market, providing social and political development among the poor nations 
themselves without depending from the rich nations who use neo-colonialism to exploit the 
LDC s. 

12.There should be development plans which will help the LDC s to develop  without depending 
from the rich nations e.g. income policy, control major investment, import – export 
development project, privatization policy etc. 

13.The LDC s should reject loans, grants and Aids from the developed countries which had been 
the source of underdevelopment in the LDC s. 

STEP WHICH HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO OVERCOME NEO-COLONIALISM 

1.  Through UN the LDC s have verbally attacked and condemned Neo-colonialism e.g. through 
the new-international economic order (N.I.E.O) of 1970’s. 

2.Formation of the formal O.A.U. in 1963 the current African Union, All these are the steps 
towards fighting neo-colonialism and under development because African nations have 
joined together by using the organization to condemn the operations of neo-colonialism in 
LDC s. 
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3.  Formation of NAM 1961 in Yugoslavia which aimed to make a neutral cooperation between 
the capitalist camp and the socialist camp in solving the problem of neo-colonialism and 
under development but still the problem. 

4.The LDC s have formed regional and inter regional groups like Arab league, COMESA 
ECOWAS, EAC etc. for the aim of strengthening and widening their market, organizing 
labor within their nations and cooperating in different economic activity. 

5.Promotion of Cooperation ventures in cultural and sport fields such as African cap of Nation 
(LAF) all African games and the confederation of Africa football. 

6.Creation of different financial institutions to assist the LDC s in financial problems like 
creation of the bank of Africa and other endogenous banks in order to reduce reliance on 
foreign financial institution. 

7.They have established integrated self sustaining national economy like what Uganda and Libya 
have done. 

8.They adopted African maximum, Leninism and socialism in steady of capitalism as what some 
African leaders argued that the aim of African Socialism was to create socialism of Africa 
which could reflect African way of life during communalism and use the resource available 
in Africa for the development of African countries. 

9.  Some countries in the LDC s have developed their own military technology in order to reduce 
dependence from the developed world military e.g. North Korea, Pakistan, India and Iran are 
suspected to have nuclear weapon plants. 

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL CAUSES OF UNDERDEVELOPMENT 

INTERNAL CAUSES 

1.   Effects of colonial legacy;  
Where by colonialist left to LDC s a lot of negative effects which led to underdevelopment of 
the third world like poor industrial technological base, poor infrastructure networks, low 
agricultural production, poor administration, poor social service etc. 

2.   Poverty.  
Many LDCs are poor economically which led people in these nations to live under poor acute 
poverty therefore these LDCs cannot afford to develop themselves either in economics, 
technological and  social  science due to its poverty. 

3.   Political instability. 
Many LDC s are victims of civil wars which destruct peace, harmony security and resulted to 
refugees in different LDCs hence people in these countries can not settle together and have 
enough time to involve in development. 

4.   Corruption and embezzlement of public fund. 
Corruption is more common in most countries of the third world such as grant corruption and 
petty corruption which tend to cause underdevelopment of the poor nations because instead 
of using the resources and money for development project leaders tend to use the resources 
and money for their benefit. Likewise embezzlement of public funds is also common in the 
most country of the LCDs which cause misallocation and mismanagement of the resources 
available in the poor nations all leads to the underdevelopment of the LDCs. 

5.    Problem of hunger and famine; 
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 Where by many LDC s faced with this problem due to drought which faces these countries 
hence many people of these counties are dying due to famine and hunger hence depopulation 
due to the death of the skilled person who could develop the nations. 

6.   High illiteracy rate. 

This is a problem to many countries in LDC s which cause these countries to lack experts 
like scientist, engineers, bankers, annuitant and technicians etc. who could use their 
knowledge, skills and experience to develop these LDC s technologically, economically 
socially and politically. 

7.  Price fluctuation in the world market which faces the LDC s is another problem for 
underdevelopment therefore these countries lose a lot of money while selling their 
agricultural raw materials and cause them to fail to purchase other necessities like technology 
and other manufactured goods which could help these countries to development. 

8.  High mortality rate (Death). 

Is a common problem to many LDC s due to availability of epidemic diseases such as 
cholera, typhoid, Ebola etc.  These returned/stagnate the economic development of these 
countries due to the fact that young man who are energetic, skilled, knowledgeable and 
experienced are dying and leave to vacuum of having experts to develop these LDC s. 

9.   Oil crisis;  
whereby majority of the LDC s especially in Africa spend a lot of money to purchase oil in 
order to facilitate public sectors like transport and communication therefore they cause 
destruction of budget because the money which could be used in other sectors of the 
economy are to be used for buying oil. 

10. Low life expectancy, drought and floods.  

EXTERNAL FACTORS/CAUSES/REASONS 

1.  Mercantilism and its effects on Africa.  
2.  Colonialism and its effects e.g. legitimate trade. 

NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF NEO COLONIALISM POWER 
(IMPERIALIST) 

The nature and characteristics of the imperialist can be seen through implementation of neo – 
colonialism in the LDC s and this is viewed in economic, political, social and military as follow 
below; 

ECONOMIC NATURE OR NEO-COLONIZING POWERS 
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1.This is due to the fact that the imperialist always exploit the resources of LDC s for their 
benefit like minerals, human labor etc. 

2.Destruction of science and technology of LDC s through technological transfer.  The process of 
transferring technology from rich nations to the LDC s results to destruction of science and 
technology of the LDC s because always the technology transferred is either outdated or 
expired and which cannot develop the LDCs in term of science and technology. 

3.Loans, grants and aids provided to the LDCs aimed at providing high interest to the developed 
nations due to the fact that the LDCs  because of their poverty tend to look for loans, grants 
and aid which enable the developed nations to harvest the super profit for a given period of 
time. 

4.Control the world market for their interest. The rich nations always control the world market 
by fixing the prices of both agricultural raw materials from the LDC s and manufactured 
goods from the rich nation.  This goes hand in hand with price fluctuation especial for 
agricultural produce from the LDC s hence the Neo – colonizing power tend to benefit while 
the Neo – colonies tend not to benefit. 

5.Control the world economy by forcing the LDCs to privatize their economy for the foreign 
investors which aimed to exploit the resources of the LDC s and benefiting the imperialist 
nation. 

6.They provide harsh conditionality in nature like, devaluation of currencies, cost sharing in 
social services, redundancy etc. in order the LDC s to be assisted in getting loans, grants and 
aid which also have to be paid for the imperialist for the high interest rate in a given period of 
time. 

7.The influx of Europeans through different NGO’s and  multinational cooperation’s like IMF, 
WB, world trading centre (coca cola) etc.  These also aimed to benefit the imperialist after 
exploiting the resources of the LDC s and under developing the LDCs. 

  

POLITICAL NATURE OF NEO-COLONIZING POWERS 

1.Democratic in nature whereby the Neo-colonizing powers tend to force the LDC s to adopt 
liberal democracy like multiparty for their own interest. 

2.Impose/planting the puppet leaders in LDCs to implement the interest of imperialist like 
exploiting the resource of the LDCs for the imperialist benefit allowing foreign investors to 
allow linearization in the LDCs etc. all these are implemented by puppet leaders who are 
planted by Neo-colonizing powers. 

3.Controlling elections of the LDCs. 

The Neo – colonialist powers tend to control election in LDCs simply because these neo-
colonizing powers are after putting puppet leaders in power that can collaborate with them to 
achieve their objective in the LDCs. 

4.Expansionism policy in nature. 

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



These neo-colonizing powers tend to expand their rule in order to control the third world 
countries in all aspect of life for their benefit. 

5.Interference of internal matters of the LDCs for their benefit.  The imperialist always tend to 
interfere the internal matters of the LDCs like supervision of election, controlling the 
economy of the LDCs, culture implementation etc. for their gains. 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL NATURE OF NEO – COLONIZING POWERS 

1.  Humanities, oppressive, segregate in nature; this is because always the imperialist tend to 
achieve the ambition of superiority complex over the LDC s in order to make the LDC s to 
feel as inferior over the imperialist hence the neo – colonizing powers always use the 
superiority complex over the LDC s to humiliate, oppress and segregate LDCs in 
international affairs and within the internal matters e.g. in the UN meetings international 
trade etc. 

2.   Imposing western culture in the LDCs. 

This is due to the fact that the imperialist always force people of the LDCs to abandon their 
culture and adopt the western culture in the ways of life such as eating, marriage and 
wearing/ dressing. 

3.   Introducing western cultural ways of life which also have lead people of the LDCs to 
abandon their cultural practices e.g. introduction of video, cinema, phonograph, songs etc. 
have caused people in the LDCs to abandon their traditional cultural practices like dram, 
carvings, traditional songs. 

MILITARY NATURE OF NEO – COLONIZING POWER 

1.  Introduction of military technology, skills and knowledge in the LDCs. E.g. the imperialist 
have pretended to train army officers in the LDCs and some time have come to pretend tin 
keeping peace in the LDCs. 

2.  Building their military bases in the soils of the LDC s in order to protect their vested interest I 
the LDCs. 

THE BRANDT REPORT (1980) LDCs POVERTY QUESTION AND ITS OUTCOME 

THE BRANDT REPORT 

Was a recommendation of the commission to address the LDCs this report was written by 
independent commission in 1980 chaired by Willy Brandt the former chancellor of Western 
Germany, the report was international report with aimed to analyze the solution for the problems 
facing LCDs 1980 – 1987. The report was up dated in 2001 by James Ovilligan who was a 
director of the Brandt commission report in 2001.  It comprised 36 members from different 
countries as follows. 
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(i)   Will Brandt (chairman from W. Germany) 
(ii)  Abdala Hatit A. Hammad (from Colombia) 
(iii)  Rodmingo Botara Montry (from Chile) 
(iv)  Edwardo Frei Mauntalia (Chile) 
(v)   Catherine Gruhman (from USA) 
(vi)   Edward health (from UK) 
(vii)  Amir Jamal (from Tanzania) 
(viii)  Khadija Ahmed (from Malaysia) 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE REPORT 

1.         i. The world economic trend need to be revived whereby the solutions and strategies need to be 
urgently (important) implemented in order to reduce the growing gap between North (rich) and 
south (poor). 

2.         ii. Cooperation’s between countries should be of mutual interest and there should be a tool to 
create a change and facilitate worldwide growth. 

3.       iii. Emphasis on mutual interest between developed and developing nation to deal with very 
important issues with threatening human kind must be carried out by the international 
community. 

4.        iv. Reject the view on the role of developed countries to supply to the LDCs for their benefit 
instead the rich countries must participate themselves to being economic growth of the LDCs. 

5.      v. Emphasis should be on fair ground between the poor and the rich.  This should be accompanied 
by granting the South political and economic independence and discourage protectionism with 
the rich (Northern) use to restrict the South to access the world market this will enable the South 
(poor) to developed and have the final say in the world market. 

6.        vi. Establish society based on international justice which would promote world peace, security 
and disarmament especially in developing countries so as the world should be a place to live 
without fear of weapons. 

7.        vii. To ensure good environment for political and economic growth in both north and south. 

8.        viii. Undertaking actions programs which would include short and long term program for dealing 
with poverty in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

9.        ix. To end mass hunger, famine and maturation by improving agricultural sector through 
undertaking agrarizin reforms in order to ensure food security and food should be increased. 

10.       x. To control population growth by controlling birthrate especially in LDCs but also refugee’s 
problem in the LDCs should be also controlled. 
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11.       xi. Insist on industrialization in order to boost economic development and the development of 
science and technology especially I the LDCs. 

Therefore following those recommendations the Brandt report was received and accepted 
as a solutions to deal with the LDCs problems, however the gap s till growing and 
strategies are less adopted due to different reasons in the LDC s like low political will, 
scarcity of experts, lack of accountability, good governance it’s also the  brain drain 
where LDCs experts are running to look for good pastures in rich nations and fail to 
development their own nation and it was during the existence of cold war politics. 

THE FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES DISCUSSED IN THE BRANDT REPORT 
COMMISSION – 1980 

1.   Poverty problem (Issue). 

This being a crucial issue in the world was still discussed whereby the World Bank estimated 
that 800 millions of people in the LDCs live under acute poverty, and 40% of the South 
population are not able to secure basic needs while the economies of the poor nation religion 
agriculture which also face unfavorable environment and scarcity of market. 

2.   Health issues. 

This also were discussed in Brandt health commission and it was observed that majority of 
people LDCs are faced with the problem of low life expectancy, poor medical facilities and 
majority of the people lack safe and clean water. 

3.   Housing/Settlement issues. 

Was also discussed in the Brandt and observed that; there was a great movement of people 
from rural to urban areas, wide spread of unemployment and â…” of all families in the LDCs 
are not able to build new houses even cheapest and high birth rate is also common in the 
LDCs which accelerate to many families to have many people without good 
housing/settlement. 

4.   Education issues. 

Majority of the people in the LDCs are illiterate which are approximated to be 50% of the 
population of the LDCs. Although some progresses have been taken by the government of 
the third world countries to build more schools but the number of attending to schools 
especial for girls is still low. 

5.   Women Issues. 
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Women in LDCs are marginalized in development due to existence of patria system in many 
countries of the LDCs. This has caused massive gender inequalities in developing countries 
like in politics, production and in economics e.g. women are not allowed to own property, 
land in some societies of the LDCs also the provision of health care familiar is biased and the 
encouragement of education in some societies is based on boys/male while female are 
discouraged to accesses education rather than women are encouraged in fulfilling domestic 
activities e.g. looking fetching H20, and collecting fire wood. 

THE SOUTH – SOUTH DIALOGUE 

This was a dialogue between the poor nation themselves to discuss the problems related to their 
poverty and how to work jointly by cooperating together in various fields e.g. in economic; trade, 
industrial fields, agricultural sector etc. 

This South – South dialogue was formed in 1978 under the UN Development program (UNDP) 
the aim was to promote South – South trade, economic and collaboration with UN agencies like 
UNDP, W.T.O, WB, IMF etc. hence officially the South – South dialogue started influencing 
economic development in the South – South nations after the formation of South – South 
commission under the chairmanship of the Late J.K. Nyerere held in Zimbabwe in 1986, the 
South – South dialogue aimed at organizing by doming bilateral agreements, regional sub 
regional, and inter regional groups. 

AREAS OF CO-OPERATIONS 

1.  Economic, trade, finance and investment. 
2.  Education, provision of scholarship and research findings. 
3.  Humanitarian assistance. 
4.  Science and technological cooperation. 
5.  Environmental issues. 
6.  Public sectors and health management. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE SOUTH – SOUTH DIALOGUE 

1.  Aimed at forming cooperation between countries and regional grouping so as to find the 
solution of the global plans which could help the LDC s to development like to find the 
solution of the financial crisis, economic recession (depression), climatic change, energy 
security etc. 

2.  Aimed to bring a new world economic order in order to balance trade and exchange between 
member states and between North and South (poor) and (rich) has over the South. 

3.  Aimed to form strong partnership among the LDCs so as to against the imperialist domination 
in terms of trade partnership. 

4.  Mobilization of the 3rd world energy and other resources so as to solve the problem of 
underdevelopment and boost the economic growth of the South countries. 
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5.  Aimed to remove the concept of co-operation as purely as assisting dependent countries 
which aimed at addressing this concept of cooperation between the North and South with 
equal benefit bases which the South countries want to benefit in their cooperation with the 
rich. 

6.  Aimed to ensure effective use of available technical experts in order to boost economic 
growth especially in industrial and agricultural sectors. 

CHALLENGES OF THE SOUTH – SOUTH DIALOGUE 

1.   Lack of capital. 

This forced the LDCs to look for loans, grants and aids from developed countries as the only 
alternative way to development thus why they always looking for grants, loans and aids from 
WB and IMF. 

2.  Undermine the poor member state by fellow rich states. 
This is because rich members tend to undermine the poor member state found in LDCs this 
has been acting as the obstacle for the South – South dialogue to reach their objectives. 

3.  Protectionism  
This was a policy carried out by the North countries (rich) to restrict the South to access the 
world market hence the South Counties always face the problem of price fluctuation in the 
world market. 

4.  Interference of economic and financial plans policies by unity national cooperation’s or 
transnational institutions.   
These cooperation act as the obstacle for the South countries to achieve their intended 
objectives e.g. the IMF, WB, W.T.D, European union, Paris club etc. always tend to interfere 
the international matters of the South. 

5.  Lack of heavy industrial base. 
These policy always makes the South countries to depend from the North as far as science 
and technologies is concerned hence South country have been made as dumping areas for the 
North to dump their outdated science and technology. 

6.  Political instability. 
This is a common problem in many LDCs due to civil wars which tend to affect the LDC s 
peace, security, harmony and hinders economic, social and political development. 

7.  Existence of multiple – economic integrations which are not committed to fulfill their 
activities and their intended activities e.g. members of SADEC are also members of EAC or 
ECOWAS etc. 

8.  Existence of Neo – colonialism in LDCs; whereby the North tend to exploit the resource of 
the South by back doors hence the South fail to development. 

9.  Poverty problem. 

Download this and more free notes and revision resources from https://teacher.ac/tanzania/



10. Drought. 

11. Famine and hunger. 

12. Illiteracy. 

13. Competition of production of the same raw materials among the member states e.g. member 
state are producing the same Cocoa, tea, sisal, cotton etc. 

14. Diseases. 

15. Frequent economic crisis. 

THE NORTH – SOUTH DIALOGUE 

This was the dialogue between the rich (developed) and poor developing nations) with came out 
of the recognition of the fact that poverty being a global issue must be solved together between 
the rich and poor nations. 

 Therefore in the North south dialogue the poor countries demanded the following. 

1.  They demanded the existing international trade to change so that the poor countries who are 
the producers of raw materials only can also be able to develop their heavy products  in order 
to get out their dependency. 

2.  They wanted the price of agricultural raw materials at the world market to be reasonable, 
good and permanent or fixed because the existing prices are low and are frequently changing 
which is of a great disadvantages for the development of the poor nations. 

3.They demanded transfer of technology from Europe and America to Africa, Latin America and 
Asia free of charge; where they argue that technology is a right of every man kind therefore 
the developing nation has a right to get it without any conditions from the developed 
countries. 

4.  They demanded that the developing nations are poor but this poverty has been caused by the 
developed nations; therefore in the new international economic order the rich countries are 
obliged to help the LDCs by giving  loans, aid and grants together with cancelling their 
external debts. 

5.  The developing nations appeal to have a voice in the international financial organizations 
(organs) like WB, IMF because the poor nations use the money from those financial 
institutions however they have no say especially when to get and when to pay back the loans. 

6.   The LDCs wants also to ratify the international trade maritime in which the overseas 
transport should not only be monopolized by the developed nation rather benefiting all 
nations in the world. 
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7.   The LDCs want disarmament and investment in armament programmers so as to preserve 
tranquility and mention the world peace and security. 

THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND AND THE WORLD BANK TOWARDS 
THE SAP’S 

The IMF and WB are two most important institution set up by the UN monetary and financial 
conference popularly known as the BRETON WOOD conference held in New York in July 1944 
however these two institutions come into effect/existence in 1945. 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND ITS OBJECTIVES 

1.  To promote international co-operation on international monetary affairs by being a machinery 
for consultation and collaboration about money. 

2.  To facilitate international trade by adjusting differences between the values of currencies of 
different countries of the world. 

3.  To facilitate exchange stability and ordering exchange arrangements including transfer of 
fund among nations. 

4.  To eliminate foreign exchange restrictions which prevent the growth of world trade. 
5.  To shorten duration and magnitude of payment of imbalances (debts) between nations. 

FUNCTIONS OF IMF 

1.  To administer exchange rate policies and restrictions on payment for the current account 
transactions. 

2.  To provide members with funds in order to enable them collect or pay for their debts. 

3.  To provide forum or room for members to consult each other and work together on 
international monetary matter 

PRINCIPLES OF IMF 

1.The IMF provides loans to all needy members on condition that they must pay bank soon after 
solving their debts so that other needy members can be borrowed. 

2.  A recipient member should first show how she intends to solve debts and how she will pay 
bank the debt with interest which always takers 3 to 5 years.  

WORLD BANK (WB) 

This was established on July 18, 1944 and started her activities in 1945, hence WB was known 
as international bank for reconstruction and Dev elopement (IBRD) and its head quarter is in 
Washington DC U.S.A. 
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ITS OBJECTIVES 

1.  To work on reconstruction and development of its members in which most of the members 
were affected by the WW II. 

2.  To provide foreign private investment to its member state especially private capitals. 
3.  To promote long term balanced international trade by enabling members to balance their 

payments with money from the bank. 

PRINCIPLES OF THE WORLD BANK 

1.  It provides money for productive purposes e.g. money in agricultural/sector, rural 
development, construction of infrastructures and energy. 

2.  Loans may be used to purchase goods from any country in the world without restrictions. 
3.  Loans can be given to either country or political sub-division or to private enterprise in a 

given territory. 
4.  Technical assistance and other services are provided to member state. 
5.  Bank decision to provide money must be based only on economic consideration. 
6.The loans must be guaranteed by the government concern and for specific project. 

CONDITIONALS OF IMF AND WB 

The IMF and WB introduced the following conditionality’s aimed at changing the economies of 
LDCs to be a capitalist economy. 

1.To allow trade liberalization and foreign exchange; whereby the government of the LDCs is 
forced not to control the prices and abolish the price commission so that the prices should 
adjust themselves in the world market basing on the law of supply and demand. 

2.To devalue the currencies so as to attract more investors in countries and more buyers of goods 
from countries concern, but also  devalue of currency aimed to make the currency of the 
LDC s at least to match with the capitalist economy. 

3.  To control government budget deficit by reducing government expenditures like provision of 
social services, buying of expensive cars of leaders etc. 

4.The government of LDCs should increase taxes by charging public goods and services highly. 
5.The government of the LDCs must reduce their expenditures on provision of social services 

like in education, water supply, and electricity by introducing cost sharing between the 
government and people with general public concern with social services. 

6.  To allow and introduce western democracy or liberal democracy led to existence of 
multiparty and its features. 

7.  To allow redundancy of works.  This is done by the IMF and WB to force the government of 
LDCs to privatize government parastatals and reduce workers from civil servants in order to 
control the budget of the country, reducing budget deficient and controlling over 
expenditures.        

8.To allow privatization  policy; hence the government of  LDCs are forced to privatize their 
economy in the countries for the foreign investors such as agriculture, mining sectors all 
these is done by welcoming foreign investors to invest tin different economies sectors. 
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SAP’S 

This refers to the policies introduced by IMF and WB in order to control the state budget and 
official policies in the LDCs; therefore the IMF and WB aimed at creating changes of the 
government budget so as to bring development in the LDCs. 

BACKGROUND OF SAP’S 

Due to worsening economic conditions  the LDCs especial in Africa in the mid of 1980’s; 
approached the IMF and WB for Loans hence the IMF and WB suggested for SAP’s to be in 
traduced in the LDCs as a solutions for their economic development. 

REASON FOR ADOPTION OF SAP’S IN LDCs 

1.  To solve external debts crisis in the LDCs especially in African States. 
2.  To promote rural development projects in order to improve the living standard of the rural 

people. 
3.  To improve the rapid decline of per capital income in order to make sure that people in the 

LDCs should have high per capital income. 
4.  To improve the rapid decline of G.N.P (Gross National Profit) in order to make sure that 

nations found in the LDCs should improve their national domestic product and avoid 
dependency from the developed countries. 

5.To improve the decline of health services in order to make sure that government of the LDCs 
particularly in Africa should improve better social services to their people like hospitals 
educational facilities, clean water supply etc. e.g. availability of drugs in hospitals, 
dispensary or health centers, availability of equipment in hospitals and educational facilities 
i.e. books laboratory equipment etc. 

6.To improve transport and communication networks in the LDCs in order to make sure that 
transport and communication networks is well available in the LDCs  for development e.g. 
road ports, airports, railways etc. 

7.  To improve science and technology in the LDCs so as to remove the problem of weak science 
and technological base found in LDCs particularly in Africa and which has been acting as an 
obstacle for the development of LDCs. 

8.  To help the LDCs to get out of the poverty this is common problem in LDCs. 

OBJECTIVES OF SAP’S 

1.  Aimed to reform and elimination of restriction of trade between North – South. 
2.Aimed to privatize all public sectors so as to improve the G.N.P. of the country concern, 

provide employment and improve the growth of per capital income of each individual found 
in LDCs. 

3.Aimed to reform agricultural sector by mobilizing the resource of the LDCs for improvement 
of agricultural sector. 
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4.Aimed to remove and reduce poverty by improving the living standard of the people found in 
LDCs, improving G.N.P. of countries, improving science and technology of the third world 
and improvement of economic growth. 

5.Aimed at improving public investments programmed by welcoming investors both from within 
LDCs and outside of the LDCs. 

6.Aimed of improvement and clear linkage of different sectors of the economy found in the 
LDCs for domestic development and restoration of economic growth of the LDC. 

PRINCIPLES/CONDITIONS/FEATURES OF SAP’S 

1.To remove subside in agricultural sector whereby IMF and WB force the LDCs to remove 
subsides on agricultural sector. 

2.To introduce cost sharing in social services; whereby governments of LDCs are forced to 
withdraw from providing free social services like free-education, health care, electricity, 
water supply etc. 

3.Devaluation of currencies. The LDCs is forced to devalue their currencies in order to accept by 
the capitalist in their trade transactions in the world market. 

4.Privatization of economic sectors; are reforms programs in the LDCs are forced to privatize 
their financial sector, industry, mining trade and reforming other sectors like public sector 
management, trade sector etc. 

5.Unemployment/redundancy of workers; majority of the civil servant face with the problem of 
unemployment after public sector privatized to the foreign investors 

6.  Elimination of trade barriers, tariffs and custom duties. The LDCs are forced by IMF and WB 
to eliminate trade barriers in order to premiere private sectors and foreign investors who 
come to invest in LDCs. 

7.  Elimination of price commissions in order the prices in the market to be determined by the 
law of supply and demand. 

8.  Removing restrictions on collective reform and wage selling practices so as to attain better 
life in LDCs, this is achieved by introducing collective bargaining between employers and 
employees. 

9.  Introduction of western democracy based on liberal democracy which insists under multiparty 
and introduction of puppet leaders. 

10. Introduction of trade liberalization. This is done by forcing the governments of the LDC s to 
remove the price commission of raw materials and manufactured goods in market to be 
determined by the law of supply and demand. 

11. Destruction of culture in the LDCs by forcing LDCs to practice their foreign culture which 
always destroy the culture of the people found in the LDCs. 

ACHIEVEMENT OF SAP’S 

1.  It had achieved in raising living standard of the people in LDCs through privatization of 
public sectors. 

2.It has led the creation of employment among the people in LDC s after being employed in 
various sectors which were privatized by the governments of the LDC s. 

3.  It had increased agricultural investments, agricultural products and agricultural consumption. 
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4.  It had increased export of raw materials from LDC s to developed countries starting from the 
mid of 1985 up to date. 

5.  It had increased investment performance in different sectors in LDC s like infrastructure 
network, investment in industry, agriculture, financial institutions etc. which create the 
employment opportunity in LDC s. 

6.  It had improved different sectors of the economy like industries, mining, and trade after these 
sectors privatized to the foreign investors. 

  

IMPACTS OF SAP TO THE AFRICAN ECONOMY. 

  

1. It increased poverty, suffering and civil wars among the Africans since most of the 
policies  increase dependency ration between the African nation with European donor 
countries eg: through multiparty system. 

2. It increased corruption especially in privatization where transparency and un-
ucountability were non-existent for instance secret agreement from the public in selling 
public entities embezzlement of funds. 

3. Influx of multnation corporation. These were different companies from foreign 
imperialist countries investment in T.T.C.L, TANESCO. 

4. Cost sharing, with its implications of the allocation of fever resources at different levels, 
has implications for corruption and even more, the fact that you are depriving the 
majority of the people a their basic right eg: Education, electricity, water e.t.c 

5. IA led to mass unemployment because of the retrenchment policy of civil servants where 
by their life became nursery, no income, the termination benefits given to them were 
eager to continue life. 

6. Privatization has increased the price of fertilizers and other inputs, and reduced access to 
credit. 

7. Some policies of SAP were impracticable hence promoted doors violence and internal 
disputes in Africa eg: privatizing of all public enterprises. 

8. Impacts on environment. This is due to industrialization resulted to privatization and 
foreign investment. 

9. SAP’s are responsible for much of the economic stagnation that has occured in borrowing 
countries. 

10. Inequality, since the implementation of SAP’s the group between rich and poor has been 
steadily increasing. 

 
 
WEAKNESS/FAILURE/DISADVANTAGE OF SAP’S 

1.  It had led to low prices of export of raw material from LDCs and increased the prices of 
imported goods from rich nations. 
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2.  It led to poor science and technology in LDC s after the developed nations importing outdated 
and expired technology in the LDCs. 

3.  The removed of subsides in agricultural sector accelerated the low production in agricultural 
sector because majority of peasants found in LDC s cannot afford necessities of their cash 
crops like to buy insect sides, pest sides, tractors and ploughs. 

4.It had/accelerated from rural to urban migration because many investors’ especially foreign 
investors tend to invest in urban areas in so doing; many people found in rural areas are 
running to look employment in urban areas were investors are invested in different sectors in 
rural areas. 

5.It has increased poverty in LDC s especially in rural areas; but also even those who were 
employed to public sectors after they remain unemployed and fell to afford their life. 

6.It has debts of the LDCs who tend to look for loans from IMF and WB which later have to pay 
the loans with high interest in a given period of time. 

7.The cost sharing in social services like in education, health, water has resulted to many 
negative impacts to the people of the LDC s like death few to access education especially 
higher education and poor water supply. 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NEO-COLONIALISM AND UNDERDEVELOPMENT 

1.  Underdevelopment is a product of neo-colonialism and colonialism. 
2.  Both have adverse and effects on the LDC s link more debt in LDC s from rich nations, 

increase poverty in LDC s. 
3.  The imbalanced budget of LDC s due to exploitation for raw materials from LDC s, due to 

price fluctuation I the world market all are these are caused by neo-colonialism and 
underdevelopment of LDC s. 

4.  Low level of industrialization due to low technological and scientific  base of LDC s due to 
restriction of the developed nation which imposed to the LDC s with fail to areas high 
science and technology all these is used by neo-colonialism and underdevelopment. 

5.  Both are product of imperialism and both share the same characteristics. 

QUESTION ONE 

Show the role of WWII 1939 – 1945 to the rice and expansion of socialism in the world. 

Answer. 

 (i)   Emergence of the world war 
(ii)  Capitalist ideology led by U.S.A. to prevent socialism to spread in the world. 
(iii)  Russian aimed to get many allied nation to fight against capitalism. 
(iv)  USSR supported liberation struggle in many nations in the LDC s. 
(v)  The formation of the two military alliances with defended each camp e.g. NATO vs. WAR, 

SAW etc. 
(vi)  The role of USSR leaders Stalin, Knisher, Lenin in spreading socialist ideology soon after 

WWII. 
(vii)Spread of socialist manifestos like books, ideology, philosophy etc. which were seen as 

solutions to solve the problems of many people under capitalism and under colonialism. 
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